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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, ROBERT WALLACE,
DE GRASSE FOWLER, and HERBERT E. Fow-
LER, all of Wallingford, in the county of New
Haven and State of Connecticut, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Corset-Clasps; and we hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
of the same, reference being had to the accom-
paunying drawing.

Our invention relates to that class of steel
corset-clasps which are inserted at the front of
the corset in lieu of the steel spring heretofore
used to give the required shape to the corset
and support to the body. These clasps are
made in pairs, one of which is provided with
buttons or hooks b, the other with eyes e.
Corsets having such clasps are open in front
and are put on and taken off by engaging the
buttons in or disengaging them from the eyes
referred to. The clasp therefore performs the
double office of a shaping and supporting
spring and of a means of fastening the corset.

As heretofore constructed, in order to give
them the required strength, the clasps were
made of astoutsteel bar, the objections to which
were that they were heavy, stiff, or unyielding,
particularly at the part corresponding to the
stomach, where it is desirable that the spring
should be of greater flexibility than at either
the upper or lower portion.

The object of our improvement, therefore, is
to make a corset-clasp of the requisite form
aud strength, but rigid or comparatively stiff
at its curved upper and lower ends, and flex-
ible and elastic in the middle, yet light, where-
by a cheaper and better article is obtained ;
and we have accomplished the same by lon-
gitudinally corrugating the steels from both
ends to such points of the steels between which
greater elasticity is required.

The corrugation may be formed by raising
a central bead at the two ends by means of
corrugating-rollers or other equivalent means,
or a bead may be run throughout the whole
length of the steel by making it deeper at the
ends, and in the middle shallow, in proportion
to the elasticity required.

Instead of forming a central bLead, as de-
scribed, the steel may be corrugated by giving
it a certain convexity across its whole width,
which convexity is greater at the ends than in
the middle.

In the accompanying drawing we have repre-
sented, in perspective view, acorset-clasp made
in accordance with this our invention. »

Inthe said drawing, S S’/ are the steels. The
former is provided with buttons or studs b,
while the latter has corresponding eyes, to
which, however, no claim is laid. The steels
are corrugated at both ends. The bead or cor-
rugation in the upper end is more extended to
impart the proper rigidity of form or render
more permanently convex the upper part of
the corset or part correspouding to the breast,
while the other extremity is corrugated to give
the required concavity to the lower part of
the corset, and which is more or less extended,
according to fashion or the taste of the wearer.
Between the points m and n, where the re-
spective beads terminate, theclaspis plane-sar-
faced or flat, and is consequently more elastic
and yielding to the motious of the body than
at either end. :

Having thus fully deseribed our invention
and the manner in which the same is or may
be carried into effect, we elaim—

1. The method herein desecribed of making
corset-clasps, by longitudinally corrugating the
steel at both ends, in the manner and for the
purpose set forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, corset
clasps or steel, in which a longitudinal central
bead is raised at the ends of the steels, or such
parts thereof which require greater strength
and rigidity, substantially as herein shown
and described.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification before two sub-
seribing witnesses.

ROBERT WALLACE.
DE GRASSE FOWLER.
HERBERT E. FOWLER.
Witnesses:
E. S. Ives,
J. B. POMEROY.



