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D. W. GITCHELL, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN HATS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 5 1,172, dated November 98, 1865,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known thatI, D. W, GITCHELL, of 63
Broadway, in the city, county, and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Hats; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
same, reference being had to the aceompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which— v

Figure 1 representsa vertical section of a hat
made according to my invention. Fig.2 is a
detailed view of the wire spring C.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts. : ]

The object of this invention is to improve
gentlemen’s hats, especially that class of hats
whose bodies and brims are flexible, or are
made of flexible material, although it is appli-
cable to all kinds of men’s hats.

It consists in placing around and attachin [y
to the body of a hat at the place of its june-
tion with the brim, or of incorporating in or
with the body of a hat at that place, a wire
spring, whose ends are united to form an un-
brokenring. When the spring is placed on the
outside of the Lat it is securely ¢ tacked ” to the
body in or along the joint, where it will be econ-
cealed by the hat-band which is placed over it.

In applying my invention to a finished hat,
I use a small steel orother metallie ring, C, or
a ring of other material which possesses suffi-
cient strength and elasticity, and whose diam-
eter is equal to the diameter of the outside of
the hat on which it is to be placed, and place
it around the body A of the hat at the joint,
and having secured it by sewin g, or other
means, I cover it with the hat band D, as seen
in Fig. 1. This eircular spring or ring C may
be secured by the same thread which fastens
the hat-band.

The spring may be incorporated with a hat
ab any stage of its manufacture, or during the
process of blocking, or of finishing, or when be-
ing trimmed.

I am aware that hats have been made with
circular springs placed in the outer edge of
their brims to keep them extended, andsuch a

method of extending their brims is mentioned
in the patent granted to one Thomas W. Ad-
ams, December 24, 1861, a cord of fibrons ma-
terial being used at the joint between the body |
and brim. Hats so made, and other hats of
flexible material whose syminetry is preserved
by meauns of springs in the outeredges of their
brims, or by meansof a stiff or an elastic brim,
do not retain a correct and symmetrical shape
along the inner line of their brims, but their
bodies at that line have a tendency to yield
and inerease in diameter, and to become ronnd-
ed up, and the angles of the joints cease to be
well defined, becoming rounded up, whereby
the hat ceases to fit the head of the wearer.
By means of my invention the joint of a hat
is made to retain its proper place, being
strengthened by a spring which will vield to
outward force and allow the body of the hat
to bend so as to fit and conform to one’s head,
and allow the joint to be bent out of a uniform
horizontal plane, as when the bLrim and lower
part of the body are curved, and which will
also restrain and prevent the stiffness and ri-
gidity of the brim, or the strain of a spring in
the edge of the brim from bending the body
uvequally, so as to destroy its symmetry,
and which will also keep out and stretech the
body and its joint to its proper proportions
and hold them there at all times when not re-
strained or overcome by superior force.

-The spring C will not prevent the hat from
becoming conformed to the head of the wearer.
Its action on the brim B will be to keep it in
its proper plane with respeet to the body, be-
cause its tensile strength counteracts the tend-
ency of the spring in the edge of the brim, it
one is used in that place, to twist the brim out
of its proper plane or level.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent—

Applying a metallic or other spring formed
in the shape of a ring around the body of a
hat, along its joint, substautially as and forthe

purpose described.
D. W. GITCHELL.
Witnesses:
M. M. LIVINGSTON,
C. L. TorLIFF.




