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UNITED - STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

STEPHEN B. BRAGUE, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

SPONGE-CUP.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 52,66, dated February 20, 1866,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN B. BRAGUE,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Desk Sponge-Cups ; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of same, reference being had to the
aceompanying drawings, which form a part of
this specification, in which— :

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
sponge-cup. Ifig.2isa central vertical section
of same.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

The object of my invention is to facilitate
the proper moistening of the sponge used by
bankers and others for-the purpose of moist-
ening the finger ends for counting paper money
or for moistening envelopes or stamps; and to
this end it consists in so attaching the sponge
by a spring to the interior of a water-cup of
suitable depth that the said sponge may be
pressed down into the water by the fingers
wheun it is required to be moistened, but that
when it is relieved of thie pressure of the fin-
gers it will be raised up by the spring out of
the water to a position in the mouth of the
vessel where the superfluous water will drain
trom it and leave it in a proper state of moist-
ure for use, thereby dispensing with the re-
moval of the sponge from the cup for the pur-
pose of wetting it, and obviating the necessity
of squeezing ittoremove the superflnous moist-
ure.

In order that others may make and use my
invention, I will proceed to describe it with
reference to the drawings.

A is a water-tight eylindrical vessel of suita-
ble proportions, constructed of tin-plate or
other sheet metal, glass, or any other saitable
mnaterial, having a flat bottom, ¢/, with inclined

or conical flange a? answering as a base, and
at the top the rim ¢® is made somewhat flaring
in an upward and outward direction, forming
aflange similar to the base a?.

Within the cup or vessel A is a metallic spiral
spring, B, of such a diameter as will freely
move up or down in the vessel A. The lower
end of the spring rests against the bottom «/,
and may be prevented from ilying ont or be-
ing misplaced by the small elips or projections
b b, extending over the spring at its lowest coil
in one or more places of its circumference.

The upper end of the spring B is secuarely at-
tached to a sponge, C, and supports the sponge
with its upper surface about on a level with the
upper part of the vessel A or its flange o,

The cup or vessel A is intended, wheu in use,
to be about a half or a third filled with water,
(Fig.2,) and when the sponge is required to be
moistened it is pressed downward into the wa-
ter and then allowed to resume its former po-
sition, when all water in excess of that which
is required to merely moisten the sponge suffi-
ciently for its required purpose drains or drips
off frow the sponge back to the bottom of the
vessel. The sponge may in this manner be
“doused” wheneverrequired,and thereisuever
a surplus of water in it, and whenever the
sponge becomes soiled or dirty from frequent
usage it may be cleansed by simply dipping it
into the water one or more times, when the dirt
will be entirely washed away.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— .

The combination of the sponge C, the spring
B, and the cup A, substantially at herein speci-
fied.

STEPHEN B. BRAGUE.

‘Witnesses:

A. Lx CLERC,
L. HoLmxs, Jr.




