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Unrtep StaTes PaTeNT OFFICE.

THEODORE D. DAY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

-

; IMPROVEMENT IN SKIRT-WIRE.
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 52,692, dated February 20, 1866.

To all whom it may concern: of skirt-wire covered in the manner which I
Be it known that I, THEODORE D. DAY, | most prefer. )

of the city and State of New York, have in- In Fig. 1the winding of wire is spirally,and

vented and made a certain new and useful Im- | it is braided in with the cotton. Ihaveshown

provement in Skirt-Wire; and I do hereby de- | five such wires, occupying the place of five of

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex- | thebraiding-cordsusually employed,and I here

act description of the said invention, refer- | remark that all that is necessary to manufae-

ence being had to the annexed drawings, mak- | ture this skirt-wire is to introduce a spool or

* ing part of this specification, wherein I have | spools of wire in place of the spools of cotton

represented my improved skirt-wire in five
views that are enlarged in size, the more clearly
to represent the braiding and show the differ-
ent modes in which my improvement may be
carried out.

In hoop or skeleton skirts for ladies the bot-
tom hoop, or three or four of the bottom hoops,
are very liable to wear in consequence of be-
ing exposed to abrasion in walking and also
in coming down stairs. The consequence is
that the covering of cotton or other fibrous
material on the lower hoops cuts through on
the edge of the steel spring or hoop and be-
comes unsightly, rough, and often comes off
the spring or wire in places, leaving the same
exposed and spoiling the skirt, particalarly at
the place most likely to be observed, whilethe
upper portion of the skirt is not injured.

To overcome the difficulty before named a
covering of wire has been employed for such
skirt wires or hoops, the same being putonin
a continuous spiral, the same as a piano-forte
wire, and also has been braided upon the steel
spring. In both these instances the cotton
covering was entirely dispensed with. This
metallic ecovering is objectionable, because it
adds considerable weight to the skirt-wire, and
gives the same a metallic luster that is ob-
jectionable as an article of ladies’ wearing-ap-
parel. _

The nature of my said invention consistsin
a winding of fine wire combined with the cot-
ton or other fibrous covering nsually employed
over the steel spring forming the skirt-wire,
which winding of fine wire takes the wear and
preveuts the cotton covering cuatting through
or wearing out as fast as heretofore, and re-
tains the same so firmly that said covering

- cannot become detached from the skirt-spring,

even if worn through ontheedge of the spring,
until the winding of wire is itself destroyed.
At the same time the appearance of the skirt-
wire is but little changed, and the objection
as to appearance named in the foregoing is
avoided. '

In Figures 1 and 2 I have represented pieces

in the ordinary braiding-machines.

In this Fig. 1 the other braiding-strands are
represented as of cotton. :

In Fig. 2 I have shown all the braiding-
strands running in one direction as of wire,
and those running in another direction of cot-
ton.

In Fig. 3 therearefour braiding-wires shown
interlaced with each other and with the cotton
covering, two of the wires running in each
direetion.

In Fig. 4 the wires are interlaced with each
other, the same as in Fig. 3; but this is done
after the cotton-braiding has been puton,and
becowmes a protection for the same, the cotton
covering the skirt-spring and the open braid-
ing of wire- only protecting the cotton from
wear. , :

In Fig. 5 the cotton covering is shown as
braided upon the skirt-spring as usual, and
outside the same is a spiral winding of fine
wire running in one direction.

The styles of compound covering of cotton
and wire shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are not
so acceptable in appearance as those shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, and are introduced to show the
various modes in which my improvement may
be employed. .

It will be evident that this covering for skirt-
wire may be employed when one, two, or more
wires compose the spring or hoop and braided
or united together in any usual or desired
manner.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let- .
ters Patent, is— v

Skirt wire or springs wrapped with a com-
pound covering composed of fine wire and
strands of cotton or similar fibrous material, .
substantially as and for the .purposes set
forth.

In witiiess whereof I have hereunto set
my signature this 23d day of August, A. D.
1865. '

Witnesses : THEOQO. D. DAY,

LEMUEL W. SERRELL, '
J. E. SBERRELL, Jr.



