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"UNITED STATES

4

PATENT OFFICE.

FREDRICK MERKLE, OF NEW YOREK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 52,732, dated February 20, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK MeREKLE,
of New York, of New York county, in the
State of New York, have invented certain new
and uvseful Improvements in Shoes for Gen-
tlemen’s and Ladies’ Wear ; and I do héreby
declare that the following is a full and exact
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, making part of this
Specification.

My invention relates to & new method of
making shoes, and is applicable to almost
every variety of shoes for both ladies and gen-
tlemen.

Previous to my invention it has been cus-
tomary to make the hind part of the upper or
ankle part of the shoe in two parts sewed to-
gether at the back or in avertical line over
the center of the back of the heel.

This method of forming the back part of the
upper of shoes has been universally followed
to best of my knowledge, because it has been
simpler to cut out two pieces, which could be
sewed together, so as to conform to the back
part and sides of the ankle of the foot than to

shape a single piece to it; butexperience has.

taught that this back seam, being subjected to
great strain, is generally the first part of the
shoe to give way or burst ont, and this objec-
tion has heretofore existed to a very great ex-
tent in all classes of shoes.

I have found that a piece of leather can be
readily erimped and shaped to correspond to
the back part and sides of the ankle ; and my
invention consists in making the back part of
theupperinone single piece, crimped or shaped
(either by machinery or hand-tools) to corre-
spond to the shape of the back portion of the
beel and ankle of the foot, as will be herein-
after more fully explained.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe my improved shoe, referring by letters
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figures 1'and 2 are side elevation and back
view of a shoe-uppermade aftér my invention,
and Figs. 3 and 4 similar views of another
pattern of shoe embracing my improvement.

In Figs.1 and 2, A represents the hind and

-of an upper of a gent’s congress-gaiter.

side portion of the upper.of a gentleman’s
laced shoe, and B the front and toe portion of
same. -

.In Figs. 3 and 4 A’is the back portion of
the ankle part, C heel-piece, and B’ toe-piece,
A?is
the ordinary elastie. '

The piece A in Figs. 1 and 2 and the piece A’
in Figs, 3 and 4 are each formed as in one

‘single piece of leather, molded, crimped, or

shaped up to correspond to the form of the
ankle and heel portion of the foot before put
into the shoe. '

I am aware that the portion C has been
made in one piece; but this part of the shoe
is always of a regular form, so that a single
piece will form it without any previous prepa-

ration, and by being simply bent round ; but -
1 am not aware that the back portion of the -

upper part of the upper, which involves a com-
bination of irregularcurves,and requires,there-
fore, to be molded or crimped, has ever been
made in one piece as described. :

I am also aware that shoes have heen made
of different kinds of soft and pliable material
which readily admitted of being bent round in
one.piece and conforming itself sufficiently to
the foot and aunkle of the wearer, bat I have
not known any instance where an attempt has
been made previous to my invention to mold
and erimp a piece of leather or other similarly-
stiff material into the proper shape to consti-
tute the eutire back portion of the shoe-upper.

I do not wish to be understood as claiming,
broadly, the formation of a shoe with the back
part of the upper in one piece ; but,

Having fully explained my invention, what
I claim as a new article of manufacture, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A leather shoe having its upper crimped and
formed of a single piece at the rear, as herein-
before specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 16th day of December, 1865.

FREDRICK MERKLE.

In presence of—
ANDREW I, TopD,
J. MCINTIRE.



