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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE,

ERNST KAST, OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVED READING-DESK.

Specification forming part of Lefters Patent No. 54,919, dated May 22, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Eryer KAsr, of Water-
bury, in the county of New Haven, State of
Connecticut, have invented a new and Ln-
proved Reading - Desk; and Ido hereby de-

. clare that the following'is a full, clear, and ex-

actdescription thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

_Figure 1 represents a side elevation of this
invention. Fig. 2isa horizontal seetion of the
same. :

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

This invention relates to a reading - desk
which is provided with a shank fitting into a
tubular arm, which is adjusted in a vertical
direction on the supporting-column of a table,
said tubular shank being provided with a set-
serew at each end, one to adjust it on the eol-
umn and the other -to adjust it in the shanlk
of the desk, in such a manner that a person
lying in bed or on a sofa is enabled to adjost
the reading - desk.in a convenient position,
while at night-time the table affords a conven.
ient place for the light.

The desk itself is so constructed that it can
be used from both sides, and it is provided
with suitable springs and fingers to retain the
book and prevent the leaves from turnin g
spontaneously. _

A represents a desk made of a wire frame,
@, which is fastened to the base-plate b, and
strengthened and supported by a central rod,
¢, the outer side of which is bent at right an-
gles and forms the shank B of the desk. The
frame @ rises from the middle of the base-
plate, so that the desk can be used on either

side, and from the edges of said base-plate rise
fingers d, which prevent the book from' slip-
ping off accidentally. .

An elastie cord, e, may be stretched over the
book to hold the leaves down flat, and snita-
ble springs f extend from the end bars of wire
frame «, to prevent the leaves from turning
spoutaneously.

The shank B of the desk A is secured in a
tubular arm, C, which extends from the sup-
porting-column D of a table, E. A suitable
set-screw, g, in the outer end of the arm
serves to adjust the shank B at the desired
length and the desk at the required inclina-
tion, and another set - scerew, k, allows of ad-

| justing the arm C on the vertical column of the

table, so that the desk can be readily brought
in a convenient position for the person desir-
ing to use it. '

The column D rises from a heavy foot, F,
which gives to the whole the requisite stabil-
ity and prevents the table from tiltin gover by
the weight of the book placed on the desk.

The table is of great convenience, particu-
larly at night-time to receive the light, but it
may also serve for other purposes. '

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— ,

The reading - desk A, provided with an ad-
Jjusting-shank, B,in combination with the tubn-
lar arm C, which is adjustable on the vertical
column D, and with the table E, constructed
and operating substantially as and for the pur-
pose deseribed.

The above -specification of my invention
signed by me this 10th day of March, 1866.

ERNST KAST.

Witnesses :

M. M. LiviNGsTON,
ALEX. F. ROBERTS.




