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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

BIRAM C. DAVIS, OF BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN ENVELOPES.

I, BiraM C. DavIs, of Binghamton, in the

county of Broome, State of New York, have’

invented certain Improvements in Letter-En-
velopes for Secret Communication, of which
the following is a specification : '

My invention relates to a letter-envelope
designed for that portion of the public fo use
that at times desire to be secret in their corre-
spondence, which is so constructed as to have
two face-flaps for sealing up the letter and
part of its respective directions. At the same
time it shall be capable of being removed with-
out unsealing the same, which is accomplished
by perforations made inside the gummed seal-
ing parts.

The object is to provide means by which
persons can correspond with each other more
secretly than heretofore accomplished, where
their names are really used.

Description of the Accompanying Drawing.

Figure 1 is a view of the envelope ready to
be forwarded. Fig. 2 is the same after it has
reached its destination and the postmaster
there has removed part of the first flap. Fig.
3 is also the same, which not being called for
in its given time has part of the second flap
removed. Fig. 4 is a view showing the en-
velope with the perforated flaps open,

General Description.

A is the body of the envelope, which is to
be made of cominon material and size, but con-
structed with two face side perforated flaps, to
be sealed down on the face. Bisthe first face-
flap, upon which the name of the place of its
destination is written only, as shown in Fig. 1.
This direction is surrounded with perforations
C C. D isthe thumb-place, by which the cen-
ter of flap B and T is removed as direction
given at Eand I.

F is the second face-flap, on which only the
name of the person addressed is written, and
also surrounded with perforations, which cen-
ter is also removed if not called for inits given
time. .

G- is the precise space given for the sender
of the letter to sign his or her name, and name
of the place where he or she resides, so that
the gummed sealing parts H shall not deface
the same, as shown in Fig. 4.

General Operation.

Supposing I wish to write to a person and
desire no one here shall know the person or -
his or her name I address, and also desire that
my name shall not appear on the envelope in
company with other names, but wishing at
the same time to prevent it from reaching the
dead-letter office, and even if it should be re-
turned to me no person here would know who
I had written to.

This I accomplish as follows: I write my
name and the name of the place where I reside-
in the given space G on the body of the en-
velope. Then I seal down the flap I. On
this flap I write only the person’s name the
letter is addressed to, and then I seal down
the flap B. Onthis flap I write only the name
of the place of its destination, as shown in
Fig. 1. On arriving there, the postmaster
places his thumb at D and tears off the center
of flap B, which reveals the person’s name it
belongs to, as shown in Fig. 2; andif it should
remain in the office ten days, according to di-
rections given at I, the postmaster in like man-
ner removes this center of flap I¥, which reveals
and leaves my name only on the envelope,
which is returned to me; and even if said letter
should, by some mismanagement, reach the
dead-letter office, they would have access to
my name without disturbing its contents.

I claim—

The envelope having two face-flaps, B and T,
with perforations C C made inside the gummed
sealing parts H, and thumb-place D, all as
and for the purpose set forth.

- BIRAM C. DAVIS.

Witnesses:
DoNALD GRANT,
F. A. DURKEE.




