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ELWIN CLARENCE WELD, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF

AND THEODORE C. GLAZIER, OF SAME PLACE.

" Letters Patent No, 108,073, dated October 4, 1870, .

IMPROVEMENT IN' LETTER-BOXES.

"-The Schedule refeired to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

To.all whom it muy congern: S

Be- it known that I, BLwIN CLARENCE ‘WELD, of
New Yorle city, in the county of New York and in the
State of New York, have ‘invented certain new and
useful Twoprovements inTietter-Boxes; and do hereby’
declare that the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription - thereof, ‘reference being hiad. to ‘the ac-
companying drawing making-a part of this specifica-

.- tion, in which—

Tigure 1 is a sidé elevation of iy device; -
Figure 2 is a front elevation of the same; and
Figures 3 and 4. are ‘vertical sections on the lines
@ x and ¥y, respectively,-of figs. 1 and 2. )
Letters of like name and kind refer to like parts in

each of the figures. © - - - S
- The object of my inveution is to produce a letter-

.box, having an upper: compartment for the. reception

of letters.and papers; which, -when communicating
with the exterior opening through which letters and
papers are inserted, shall be cut off from the lower
parti of -the box, and, when communicating with the
latter,.shall cut off from the former; and- :
It consists in the-general construction and relative
arrangement of the receiving:and depositing portions
of the device, substantially as is_ hereinafter shoiwn
and described, ) KD : ‘
Tn-the annexed drawing--" = ‘ ‘
A.represents the Dbox, having the general form
shown, inclosed at its upper end by means of a semi-

-¢ircular cover, B, and’ provided in and through its

front side with an opening: for the removal of letters,
which opening is closed by means of a door, C, all of
usual construction, e e ’
- A hollow: metal -cylinder, D, corresponding in- size -
and. general shape to the space - within. the upper
end of the box A, immediately beneath' the cover
Bis provided upon its ends with Jjournals I, which,
resting within. suitable beaiings formed in the top
of said box, permit said cylinder to revolve - freely

About one-fourth of tlie stieet metal forming the
periphery-of the cylinder is removed, so as to furnish
réady access to its interior, and a heavy metal plate,
I, having the form.of a fourth of & circle; is secured
to.each end- of .’cﬂl same ‘immediately at sald open-
ing, 80 as to overbalance said cylinder, and cause
the side to remain downward; except-when purposely -
changed. . S

Secured ‘to or upon the ‘outer: end of-one of the

| journals I, outside of the box A, is a circular metal

plate or disk, G, corresponding’ in size with the cyl-
inder D, through the end of which, and through said-.
disk are cut two, corresponding slots, H, at points

slightly to one side of the lowervertical center of said
cyliudgr,‘\\*\it naturally hangs sugpended, '

—————

- A third slot, I, corresponding in size and. in rela-
tive distance from the bearings with the slots H, is
cut through the end of the cover B af its upper ver-

- tieal center, sothat when the eylinder D is revolved

until said slots H are uppermost, they shall coineide
with said slot I, and furnish communication with the
interior of said eylinder. '

As thus constructed, in order to insert letters or

papers within the box, the cylinder and disk must

be rotated until their openings. coincide with that" in
the coyer, the letters be passed through said open-
ings into said cylinder, which, upon being released,
turns upon its -bearings until its open side is down-
ward, when said letters drop into tlie body ot bottom
of the box. ) :

It will be observed that, when the cylinder remains

Wwith its open’ side downward, access to the interior

of the box through the opening in the cover is pre-
vented by the solid portions of the disk and eylin-

der end ‘and that when said openings coincide, 5o as

to afford aceess' to- said cylinder, all communication

with the lower part of said box is cut off by the

metal plate ferming the periphery of the latter, so
that, unless broken or deranged internally, nothing
deposited in the box can be removed except through

.1 the door © aft its front.

The object sought,in placing the -openings within.
the cylinder-head and disk to one side of the center
of the overbalancing segments, is to prevent the.

-eylinder from becoming poised when the. openings

are at the-upper vertical center, as would be the
case were said openings and overbalances cnincidens.
radially. ' ,

A stud, b, projecting outward from the end of the
cover B; so as to engage with a shoulder, g, formed
upon- the edge of the disk G, and prevent the latter
and the eylinder from: revolving further_than is nec-
essary to cause the openings H and T to coinecide,
and ‘a stad, K, projecting outward from said disk,
for the purpose of furnishing a handle, with which -
to turn the cylinder, completes  the device, the oper-
ation and advantages of which -liave been sufficiently-
explained. , v

I am aware that letter-boxes lhave leretofore.

‘been: constructed, cohtaining a pivoted overbalanced

cylindrical receiver, having an opening for the recep-

tion’ of letters, that could be caused o correspond

with ‘a-similar opening in and through the wall of.
said box, the latter of which  openings was closed

by means -of a shield or semi-cylindrical cover, ex-

cept when cotucident with the opening in said . eyl
inder, and do hot claim, broadly, such combination of

arts. ™ : : o

P Having thus fully set forth the nature and merits
of my invention, o
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What I claim as new, is— . In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I have
The general construction and relative arrangement hereunto: set my hand this 18th day of August,
of the Dox A’ and B, provided with the opening I, | 1870. i _ ‘
the ‘eylinder ‘D, provided’ with the journals K, the j BLWIN OLARENCE WELD.
overbalanées' T, and the opening H, and the disk G Witnesses:
provided 'with the opening H and the stud K, sub- TaEO. C.: GLAZIER,
stantially as'and for the purpose set forth. * = THO. SADLER.
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