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Letters Patent No. 109,492, dated November 22, 1870.

IMPROVEMENT: IN FASTENINGS_FOR BLOCKS OF LASTS.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosIAH BULLIVANT of New- 3

ark, in the county of Essex and State of New J. ersey,
have invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Fastenings for the Blocks of Lasts, of w]uch the
following is a spec1ﬁea,t10n '

The tdstemnﬂf in which- my invention is embraced
is intended to take the place of the usual fastenings
employed to hold the block to the last, I am aware
that various deviees, more or less complicated, have
been- deviged for this purpose, but defects in their
structure have prevented their extensive use; and it

has been, and is still, the more general practice to

‘secure the Llocks by means of nails or serews.

This mode of mstenmg, it is needless to say, is
also disadvantageous in many respects, as the wood
becomes m_]med, and it is a matter of some difficulty
to apply the block to or remorve it from the last.

The fastening which I liave invented is both simple
and durable, and is-effective in operation.
1t consists of thrée pieces, aholdmv-p]ate, a tongue,
and aTagel.

The holding-plate is, preferably, fixed to the l.mt
the lateh is pivoted upon the hohhn(r—phte, and the
tongne is fixed to the block. .

When the block and last are put together the tou(rue
enters the holdum-plate, and the lateh is then tmned
50 as to overlap and press upon’the tongue, and the
block is thus held down, as well as prev ented from all
lateral miovement, until the Iatch is tumed back far
¢nough to release the tongue.

The manner in which my invention is or may be

carried inte effect will be understood by reference to
the accompanying drawing, in which— _

TFigure 1 is a view ot the last with the block re-

1MoV (,d

Figure 2-is a louwltudnml vertical seetion of the
lass (md Dblock taken tluoUOh the fastening device. .

- Pigure 3 is a 1ep1ese11t¢t10n of the tluee parts of
\\lnch the fastening is composed.

a, ﬁ'r 3, is the holdm(r—]_)LLte, which is applied. to

‘the top of the last, at the point'w hele the block 'md
last adjoin, as shown in fig. 1.

The phte is provided \uth a bent down part, ¢,
which fits in a recess cut in that part of the last upon
which the bottom of the block rests, and in-the plate
a slot or recess, ¢ is formed, which receiv e% the tongue,
hereinafter mentwmd

Upon the plate @ is pivoted a lateh, b, as shown in
ﬁ(

I p:efu to set the plate @ in a recess of such depth
that the upper face of the lateh will be flush with the
top of the last; and I also prefer to pivot the lateh

o one side of instéad of in the center of the plate,

| 5o that the recess cut in the wood for the latter. may

be as small as possible. )
Upon: ths upper part of the block B, which adjoins
and-forms the prolongation of the top of the last, 1

_place a tongue, ¢, shown in fig. 3, and consisting of a

metallic. plate, provided at one end with a projection
or tongue adapted to fit in the slot or recess formed
in the plate ¢, »

The plate ¢ is fitted in the block so as to be. flush
with the top. of the same, and it is so arranged with
relation to the plate a that, when the block and last
are put together, the tonwue, or that portion of it
which projeets beyond the block, will eriter and fit
closely against the sides of the slob or Tecess ‘in the
plate @, thus entirely preventing the block from having
any lateral movement mdependent]y of the last.

. After the tongue'is thus fitted in the plate, the -

Jateh b is then turned so as-to overlap the tongue,
‘and the block is thus held down, as well as prevented

from lateral play. _

In order both to keep the tongue and latch from -
projecting above the top of the lasl;, and to preveut
the latcli from falling out of position.after it has once-
been -engaged - with the tongue, I prefer to bevel the-
overlapping portions of the tongue and lateh, as shown
in figs. 2 and 8, and also to round, slightly, the end of
the Lmtch, 50 th.tt it may be tlie moxe easily turned
over the tongue.

- Wlhen they are thus constracted the latch becomes
firmly fixed in position, when it.is turned so as to be
at right angles with the line -of junction of the last
and block, and: presses  down with considerable force
upon the tongue.

These par tb may, however, be formed without the
beveled‘ends, it désired ; and it will be understood that
thie three devices whlch compose the fastening are
formed of metal, in any suitable way. -~

The lower end of the block is held to the last by
means of a pin in the one entering a-hole in the other,
or by other means usually employed for the purpose.
" Having now described my invention, and the man-
ner in which the sameis or may be carried into effect,

What I elaim, and des1re to secure by Letters Pat—
ent; is—

A fastening for the blocks of lasts, composed of the

-tongue, holduw—plate and latch herein specified, con-
structed and 'Lpphed to the last and Dlock, substan-

tially as shown and set fortl.’

‘In testimony whereof, I hme signed my name to .
this specification before fwo subscrlbmg witnesses.
JOSIAH BULLIVANT.

" Witnesses: :
G. W CUMMING,
G. B. HALSTED,




