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JOHN P. CURRY, OF NEW YORK, NY

Letters Patent No. 109,808, dated December 6, 1870,

IMPROVEMENT IN RAILWAY RECLINING-CHAIRS.

The Schedule referred to in these Lietters Patent and making part of the same,

I, Joux P. Curry, of the city, couuty, zmd State
of New York, have mvented cerfain Impxovemente
in a Railroad: Reclmmg-Cha.u

Thé first part of my invention relates to the com-
bination of a number . of lever attachmnents to the
upper and lovwer frame of a chair, as hereinafter de-
scribed, so that, with one movement, the back of the
oliair may be thrown from an upright position to thag
of a reclining position, and, at the same time, a small

platform or foot-rest is projected from under the chair.

for the support of the feet of & person.

The object of this part of my invention is to make
an easy reclining-chair, suitable for railroad-cars, to
be simply worked by one movement of the hand. -

The second part of my invention relates to the
combination of a revolving base fitted with an India-
rubber pad or cushion, wich arms exténded and fast-
ened on the inside of the legs of the chair, and India-
rubber easters.

The object of this part of miy invention is to keep
the chair in one place, such as may be assigned to 1§
in a car, and ‘to enable the sitter to revolve it in
either direction, right or left, without moving it from
its central position on the floor, while the rubber pad
or cushion inserted under the base has a tendency to
break the jar or shock of a moving car passing rapid-
ly over the rails.

Tigure 1 in the accompanying drawing is a per- ﬁ
spective view of a railroad-chair embodyum' iy in-|

vention.
Figure 2 is ‘a side view of the same, extended.
Figure 3 i3'a view of the movable seat.
Figure 4 is a scetion of the base, showing also the
metallic cap and India-rubber pad or cushion.

General Description.

A is the lower frame of a chair, made of cast-iron

or other material, to which the back B is conneceted
by means of two hinges at O.

On the outside of cach arm-of the chair is a mova-
ble slide, D, with a slot, E; in the end, through which
passes the pwot ¢in the b.wk of the chm ’l‘lns slot
allows for the variable height of the pivot as the back
of the ehair is thrown from a vertical to a reclining
or semi-horizontal position, or zice versc.

This slide is made to shift back and forth by means

of a lever, F, which has also a slot cut in it, through |’

which’ a,button or set-screw is inserted aml “omed
in eonnection with one of the slides, on the arm of thb
chair,

By movnm this lexel, ‘when 80 attached, either”

backward or f01 ward, the back of tlie chair is, mftd(, to
recline, or held fir mly in its pesition.
By means of the button or set-serew G the lever

T is not only held firmly in its p]‘we in the slide on
the arm of the chair, but it admits. also of the ad-
justment of the chair-at any angle at the pleasure of
the sitter.

. Fastened on cach side of the back of the chairis a
short arm, H, which operates-on a small arm or Ievel
I, which latter works on a center shaft, J. )

Wien the back of the chair is thrown into a reclin-
ing position by the movement of the slide and lever
on its arm, the short arm H, operating at the same
time on the lever I, throws out; the small platform or
foot-rest K in hont of the elair. The position of the
latter when thus throwh ont is materially strength-
ened and improved by the two pendulums, L, which
swing in an outboard between the frons le(rs of the
chau,

In this way the éhair is made torecline backward,
and the foot-rest is projected forward Ly the working
of the léver T, or by means of a screw set in the
arm of the clmu or its equivalent. '

To make the seat of the chair more comfortable,
andl to rise and fall at the pleasure of the person Slt-
ting on it, thie shaft J passes through the lower part
of the se’lt, and thence through the lower frame-work
of the chair, to which it is secuxel) fastened.

Tuder the front.part of the seat, aud fastened also
to the lower frame of the chair, is a strip of India
rubber or.cushion, M, upon wlnch the fore part of the
seat rests,

This rubber is ptaced there so as to deaden the fall
of the seat when it resumes its natural position, and
also has a tendeney to impart greater elasticity to it.

This clasticity is still further increased by a metal-
lic spring, N, which is fastened to a shelf, O, attached
to the lower frame of the chair, and on the top of
which 'spring the hind part of the seab rests.

T'he chair ifself is made to revolve on a center pin,
P, whieh is fastened to the floor of a car to keep lt '
in I'[S proper position.

This base has four drms, T, extended from its cen-
ter, the ends of wlich are secmely fastened to the
ioul legs of the chair for the purpose of connecting
and revolving the same around the center pin P.

Just under this base is an India=rubber pad or
cushion; R, set. in a metallic cup, S, through which
the center pin P passes.

" The base, oup, and raobber pad or cushion are then
sceurely Licld in their place on the center pin by a nut,
T, screwed on'at the top.

'l‘he object of this base is hot only to secure the
chair to the floor, but, by the apphcamon of the rub-
ber-pad or CHSthl], and rubber casters V on the legs
of the chair in combination with it, has a tendency to
improve the elasticity of the ch'm, and break the jar




or shock ilﬁp&fted to thie seat by the thumping of a
car moving rapidly over the rails.

Claims.

I claim as my invention—
. The combination of the slides D thh the slots
cut in thein at E, and the lever I with the button or
set-serew in it at G, and the levers H and-I or their

cquivalents, the foot-rest K and the pendulums L,

substantially as and for the purpose hereinbefore set
forth. '
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2. Thé combination of the revolving base, the cen-
ter pin P, the India-rubber pad or cushion R, the me-
tallic cup S, the arms T, and the rubber casters V,

“substantlally as and for the purpose hereinbefore set

forth.
JOHN P. CURRY.

Witnesses:
OLARENCE C. SNEDEKER,.
Hreumax B. BABCOOK.



