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United States

Mitent Office.

R. C. ANDRUS, OF POUGHKEEPSTE, NEW YORK.

Letters Patent No. 109,861, dated December 6, 1870 ; -antedated December 3, 1870;

IMPROVEMENT IN C‘ORPSE-PRESERVERS.'

The Scheduls referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same, -

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, B. C. AXDRUS, of Pough-
keepsie, in thie county of Dutehess and State of New
York, have invented a new and improved Corpse-
Preserver;. and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact (description thereof,
which will emble those skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being liad ‘to the accom-
panying drawing fm ming part ot this speclhcatlon

This um,utum 1elates to an improvement in ap-

paratus for preserving dead bodies.from deca;y by |

means of lowering the temperature of the air in con-
tact with the body being more particularly intended
for ‘preventing decay of bodxes in, warm weather for
limited periods ; and

The invention consists in providing ‘two or wore
ice- cases, one for the head and one for the chest and
abdomen, atid another for the lower limbs, if found
necessary or desirable, constructed and arranged as
wiil be hereinafter deseribed.

Figure 1 represents longitudinal sections of the i 1ce-
cases a,pphed to a dead body, the head case bung a
section through line = « of fig. 2

Figure 2 is a vertical secmon of the head- -case, ﬁ‘f
1, tlnuwrh Y.y

Similar letters of reference indicate couespondmm
parts.

A represents the platform upon which the body is
laid;

B is the head-case; and

C is the chest-case. ) i

Both of these cases may beloose from the platform,
so that they may be properly adjusted to the body..

Disa head-board which is attaclied to the head-,
-| specified.

case.

One or both of thesecases may be made of meta.l
entifely, if desired, but I bave found it betier to make
tlhiem of wood, w1th the part wlich comes in contact
with the body of metal, as zine or galvanized sheet-
iron.

e represents the metal part of the cases in tbe draw-
ing. . The cases are made hollow and filled with ice.

The head-c case is ﬁlled by removing the detachable
pins £ 1.

The chest-case € has a cover, O \\lnch is either
doweled or hinged to the case.

The joint of tl]e cover is seen ab ¢ g.

The inside of the cliest-case is much in the form of
the lLiead-case turned over or bottem side up, as seen
in the drawing.

The part.of ﬂmb case marked £ 7 would rest on the
platform A, and the cirenlar portion would inclose the
body.

The head islaid in the circle BB, and the dotted lines
indicate the height of the circle.

A thick woolen blanket is laid on -the platform fol
the body to rest on, and when the cases are adjusted
to the head and chest and filled \nth ice another thick
blanket covers the cises.

By this method the temperature is readily reduced
to oSO and a dead body may be preserved from decay
for thxee or four days in the hottest of weather. -

Faucets’ may be attached to the cases for drawing
off the water as the ice melts, and tlie ice nay be re-
newed, if necessary; but, if the cases are properly
protected by good non- couductors of heat, (as woulen

. bl‘mkets,) once filling with ice wxll be: found sufﬁuent

in ordinary cases.

I claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent—

.The corpse-preserver, consisting of the ice-case B,
hollowed out upon tlxe top for the reception of the
head of thé corpse, and the ice-chest €, hollowed out
upon its under side to fit over the chest and body of
the corpse, both cases being supported by the base-
board A,and all arranged as descube,d for the purpose

The above specification of my mvcntlon sngned by
me this 29th day of May, 18G8.
R. C. ANDRUS.

Witnesses: .
FraNK BLOCELEY,
A1rEx. F. ROBERTS.




