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alted States

Patent Offrce,

JOHN C. SCHOOLEY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

Letters Patent No. 110,792, dated January 3, 1871,

IMPROVEMENT IN TARGET-GAMES.

The Schedule referred to in these Lettors Patent and making part of the same,

To all whom it may concern :

__Be it known tbat I, JorN C. SCHOOLEY, of New
York, in the county of New York and State of New
Yoxk bave invented a new and useful Improvement
in Target-Games; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, reference bemg had to the accompanying draw-
ing makmg a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1is a side elevation; and

Tigure 2 is a sectional elevation.

The object of my invention is to provide for the
amusement of the juvenile portion of the public a
target so constructed as to exercise to the utmost the
eye and manual dexterity or skill of the player, and
calculated at the same time to furnish the requisite
amount of excitemcnt to prevent that weariness, en-
nui, or speedy dissatisfaction consequent upon the use
of other and more simple toys of a similar character.

‘To this end I form a serics of holes in a target, pro-
vide these with any preferred but differing numbers,
and connect a ball of suitable size (to cnable it to pass
through holes) with the center of the target by means
of an elastie cord.

The loles are preferably made slightly flaring or
wide-mouthed, and the target is of such thickness as
te require that the ballshall enter the holes in a
straight line, or nearly so; else it will rebound, and
the player be foiled in his purpose.

Referring to the drawing—

a i8 the targef, made circular in this instance, but
not necessarily 5o, as any desired shape may be chosen,
and any suitable material,

b are the holes made through the board, in concen-
tric circles or any other arrangement, and each marked
with a number, such as 10, 20, &c.;

¢ is the ball; and

d, the elastic cord by which the ball is attached to
the center of the target.

If after stretching the cord the player can let the

ball slip from bis fingers ini the right direction to pass
througlrone of the loles, he gains in the game the
number with which the hole is marked.

The difficulty of performing this feat i caused by
the lateral tension exerted upoun the ball by the cord.

The target may, for convenience sake, be provided
with a bandle, e.

An arrow, or anr article of any other shape, may be
used instead of the ball, and a spiral sprmg, or a com-
mon cord combined mth a spiral spring, may be em-
ployed instead of the elastic eord; and the use of
cither of these, and in fact of any device the equiva-
lent of either of those herein described, I should con-
sider an infringement of my patent.

The tendency of the ball is always of course toward
the center of the target when drawn toward the lat-
ter by the cord, and it therefore requires long practice
to acquire the skill necessary to sending the ball
through any particular hole.-

Targets have been constructed of a series of pins
set in a plate at suitable distances apart; and also of
a suitable apertured plate, a ball being connected with
each as in my ecase; buat both forms are objectionable,
since they test the skill of the player to a compara-
tively slight degree.

My invention is designed to remedy this.

Having thus described my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to sccure by
Letters Patent, is—

The new and improved toy herein shown and de-
scribed, consisting of the target @ provided with a
series of boles b b, suitably numbered, and the ball’e,
attached to the center of said farget by the elastic
cord d, all as specified.

JOHN C. SCHOOLEY.

Witnesses:
EuGerNE CHEVALLIER,
MARBTIN A. BURLINGAME,



