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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANKLIN W. BROOKS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN STAMP-CANCELERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 111,038, dated J. anuary 17, 1871,

I, FRANKLIN W. BROOKS, of the city,
county, and State of New York, have invented
a new and useful Process and Apparatus for
Preventing the Fraudnlent Reuse of Revenue
and other Stamps, of which invention the fol-
lowing is a specification :

Nature and Objects of the Invention.

My device consists, essentially, of two
plates—one to be permanently attached to a
barrel or other object to which a stamp or
seal is to be applied ; the other adapted to he
locked upon the face of the first by means of
spring cateh or catches, so arranged that, by
slipping the movable plate in a circular, rec-
tilinear, or other direction over the face of the
stationary one, the spring-catches will be re-
leased. One, or preferably each, of these
plates is provided with pins projecting from
its face into grooves in the face of the other,
so that a stamp placed between the plates
will be pierced by the said pins, and will be
torn and defaced by the sliding movement
necessary to release one plate from the other.
The lower plate, when intended for use with
barrels, will be made of annular form, to sur-
round the bung-hole, whicli is to be protected
by the stamp. The upper plate may be of
any convenient form to adapt it to operate,
in connection with the lower one, in the man-
ner described, and to expose the stamp for in-
spection when in position. ‘

Description of the Accompanying Drawing.

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of the lower
or permanent plate, in which spring-catches
are employed. Fig. 2 represents a section of
the same at ¢ x, Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is an under-
side view of a pair of the upper plates, which
may be used in connection therewith. Fig. 4
Tepresents a section thereof at y y, Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 isa plan or top view of the device ap-
plied in connection with a stamp. TFig. 6 is a
section thereof at 2 2, Fig. 5.

General Description.

I will proceed to describe my invention as

- applied to barrels, and from this the mode of

using it upon other packages or for other pur-
poses will be clearly understood.

B may represent a part of a barrel, and b

the bung thereof, which is to be covered with
a revenue-stamp.

C is an annular plate surrounding the bung
b, and permanently fixed to the barrel by
serews ¢, or barbed nails, or other adequate
means. Inthe illustration given in TFigs. 1,
2, 3, 4, and 5, the plate C is formed at each
end with two intersecting slots, D D, forming
a Ccross, beneath each of which is arranged a
pair of catches, E K, which are pressed to-
gether by spiral or other springs I' F.

G G G represent a number of grooves or
slots at each end of the plate C, in curves con-
centrie with the respective cross-slots D. Be-
tween the grooves G- are ranges of pins H,
projecting npward from the face of the plate,
and also arranged in curves concentric with
the slots D.

I I are upper or cap plates, which are made
to fit the ends of the plate C, and formed with
arms ¢ 4, which may form together a continu-
ouscentral bar, connecting the end plates, I, in
one. On the under side of the plates I are
grooves G/, to fit over the pins H of the lower
plate and pins H’, which project down into
the grooves G- of the lower plate. The upper
plates, I, are also provided with hasps J, of
the form represented in Figs. 3 and 4, having
barbs j j on two sides, to adapt them to be
caught and retained by the catehes E, but to be
released if the plates I T be turned at right an-
gles from their original positions. If the said
plates be made in one by a connecting-bar, 4,
the said bar may be formed with notehes or re-
cesses % to adapt it to be readily cut or broken.
If asingle end plate, I, or two disconnected
plates, are used, the end of each arm ¢ may be
secured by a screw passed through a hole, &,
into the bung. »

S represents a government stamp, and K a
protecting-sheet, of tin or other metal, cover-
ing its central part. Both are placed in po-
sition before setting the upper plates, 1.

The stamp may extend in area about to the
extremities of the plates C and I; or, if a sin-
gle end plate, I, is used, the stamp may simply
cover the bung and one end of the permanent
plate C, the other part of the said plate C being
dispensed with.

The protecting-sheet X is made smaller, so
as to clear the ping H H’. Its edges may be
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lightly tacked down to the barrel to retain it
in position, and admit of readily raising it
when needful to inspect the stamp.

il it represent apertures in the plates I,
through which parts of the stamp may be in-
spected. It isthe intention to place on these
or other parts of the stamp marks of such a
character that they cannot be precisely imi-
tated, but may be correctly represented by
photography.

Operation.

The plate C is permanently fixed to the bar-
rel, surrounding or adjacent to the bung-hole
or any opening which is to be protected by a
stamp, and remains in position permanently,
while the barrel may be emptied and refilled
as often as required.

I now proceed to describe the manner of
using the particular form of my invention,
which is shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

The barrel being filled and bunged up, the
stamp S is stuck over the bung b and plate C.
The protecting-sheet K is then placed over
the central part of the stamp and lightly
tacked down at its ends. Lastly, the cap-
plates I (one or more) are applied, the pins H'
and hasps J puncturing the stamp, and the
hasps being held by the spring-catches Ii; and
in case a single or two separate plates are
used, the arms ¢ are secured by screws at ¢
The stamp is thus securely held and protected
from injury, while the barrel or other package
may be rolled or handled in any necessary

way. The stampmay at anytime be inspected
through openings ¢! in the cap-plate I, and,
further, by raising the ends of the protecting-
sheet K ; but it cannot be removed without
first removing the cap-plates I, and this can-
not be done without turning them one-quarter
round.

‘When it is desired to gain access to the
bung-hole or other opening which has been
sealed by the stamp, the arms ¢ are released
by severing them, if connected ; otherwise by
withdrawing the screws. The cap-plates L
may then be turned at right angles to their
original positions. This action canses the
stamp to be torn in every direction by the two
sets of pins H and H’, which projeet through
it from above and below. The cap-plates and
the sheet K are then removed ; but the stamp
cannot possibly be used again. '

Claim.

I claim as my invention—

A device for securing revenue or other
stamps or seals, consisting of two plates, adapt-
ed to firmly hold a stamp between them, and
to tear and deface it by a sliding movement
of one plate over the other in any direction,
the said plates being held together by spring-
catches, which will be released by such slid-
ing movement.

FRANKLIN W. BROOKS.

‘Witnesses:

‘Wwu. H. BRERETON, Jr.,
‘W. B. DEMING.



