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IMPROVEMENT IN TEMPORARY SHOES FOR HORSES.

i

I, Winr1Am HupsoN HALSEY, of Philadel-
phia, county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
Sylvania, have invented a Temporary Shoe
for Horses, of which the following is a speci-
fication: - : :

Nature and Object of the Invention.

My invention relates to a temporary shoe for
horses, consisting of a metal plate adapted to
the hoof, and arranged to be secured to the
same by a band of ‘the peculiar construction
described hereafter. - ‘

Description of the Accompanying Drawing.

Figure 1 is a side view-of the shoe as it ap-

pears .when attached to a horse’s hoof, and

ot ~Pige 2 is-a perspective. view of ‘the same de-
.- tached from the hoof, \

General Description.

. Horses-are frequently in;]dured or lamed by
traveling upon hard roads after having acei-
dentally lost a shoe, and various devices have
been planned for temporarily covering and
protecting the hoof ‘from which a shoe has
been thus lost, the most effective of which is
the ordinary leather boot.. The latter is gen-
erally iron shod, and ‘is fitted over and fast-
ened to the hoof in any suitable manner, and
so0 long as it can be kept dry, and when fitted
accurately to and prevented from slipping up-
on the hoof, it answers the purpose well, al-
though presenting a somewhat clumsy appear-
ance. - ‘ .
The great objection’ to the leather boot,
however, is its liability to become ‘stiff, and
-unpliable, and twisted out of shape, after hav-
- ing been worn in wet weather and afterward
{ +o o dried, it being, under such circumstances, a
<o atter of difficulty to fit the boot to the hoof.
.- Another objection is that thé boot ean only be
worn by the horse for which it is made, as,
unless it fits tightly to the hoof; it will slip
upon and injure the latter, thus defeating the
very object for -which it-is intended.
w7 Sometimes a series of ‘straps sewed ‘or: riv-
eted" together is substituted for the leather
shoe, but the sewing or riveting is expensive,
and the straps are liable to give way at the
points where they are connected. .
© . My invention is free from all the above ob-
jections. It consists-of a metal plate, A, re-
- Sembling in shapea horseshoe, except that its
-+ ends-are connected together by a cross-piece,
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and having on its under side low heel and toe
calks @ @ and o/, The upper side of the plate
upon which the hoof rests is perfectly flat, and
has at each side a projection or lug, b, and at
the toe a similar projection or lug, c. These
lugs prevent the plate from slipping upon
the hoof, as they may be bent inward until
brought in contact with the latter; and they
serve also as convenient points to which to
attach the straps by which the plate is fastened
to the hoof. : '

The arrangement of these straps, or rather
strap—for but a single piece is used-—is as
follows: A broad strap or band of leather, B,
suitably crimped or otherwise adapted to the
shape of the rear upper portion of the hoof
or fetlock, is so fitted to the latter that it will
not be liable to slip downward, and the ends

-| of this band are split or cut so as to form

tongues or straps d d’ and e ¢, which pass
around and over the frout portion of the hoof,
The straps d and d/ pass through loops f,
hinged or otherwise attached to the side pro-
Jections b of the plate A, and are buckled to-
gether across the front of the hoof, while the
straps or tongues e¢ and ¢ pass around the
hoot and over the straps d,and are buckled
to a forked strap, k, which is hung to the pro-
Jection or lug ¢ at the front end of the plate A.

This method of fastening holds the plate
firmly to the hoof, and at the same time ena-
bles the plate to be adapted to hoofs of differ-
ent sizes, a result which cannot be obtained
when straps arranged in the ordinary manner
are used. Thelugsb and ¢ of the plate must,
howevet, in every case, be bent inward or out-
ward until properly fitted to the hoof, in order
to prevent slipping upon the latter.

Claim.

The combination of the plate A. and the
band B, consisting of a strip of leather fitted
to the rear of the hoof, and cut to form tongues
e d, which are buckled together, crossed, and
connected to the front and sides of the shoe,
as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification before two subscribing

witnesses. ‘
: WILLIAM H. HALSEY.
‘Witnesses:
‘WM. A, STEEL,
F. B. RICHARDS,



