H. W. SMITH.

Case for Pianos and Organs.

No. 214,322,

Patented April 15, 1879.

o]

o

A 24 LI

Fi g 2.

iamen

F z’y. J,

Iru/.enz‘o 7.
Heriry V. Swmith.

3]

O s [ (1

=
L L TP T

(2%

:c@ Q® i

F

WA

0.
I N

Inl

[

L1

L]

ses

2lres

ok

—)

WASHINGTON, D C.

N.PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER,




UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY W. SMITH, OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN CASES FOR PIANOS AND ORGANS.

Specification forming 15:11"( of Letters Patent No. 214,322, dated April 15, 1879; application filed
February 17, 1879,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENxry W, SyiTH, of
Newton, of the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in the Cases of Piano-
Fortes or Reed-Organs; and do hereby declare
the same to be described in the following
specification, and represented in the accom-
panying drawings, of which—

Figare 1is a top view, Fig. 2 a front ele-
vation, and ¥ig. 3 a vertical and transverse
section, of a reed-organ orupright-piano case
provided with my invention, which relates to
the cover or covering of the keys thereof,

In Figs. 1 and 2 the case is shownas open—
that is, with its main key-cover moved back,
and with the auxiliary or end cover turned
down, s0 as to fully expose the keys, Tig. 3
exhibits the auxiliary coveras turned up, and
the main key-cover as moved forward up to
the auxiliary cover, so as to entirely cover or
inclose the keys.

In ecarrying out my invention, I have, as
mentioned, a main cover, A, and an auxiliary
cover, B, to the bank of keys C, such covers
being arranged within the case D.

The upper or main cover, A, is adapted not
only to slide horizontally and toward the front
of the case, so as to entircly cover the keys,
but to slide back far enocugh within the case
to uncover those parts of them which are to
be struck by the fingers of a performer. In
front of the case, and to co-operate with the
main cover, is the auxiliary cover B, which is
to be hinged or otherwise adapted or. applied
to the case so as to be eapable of being moved
up directly in front of the keys and the front
edge of the main cover, or down below the
keys or their upper surfaces, to allow of the
keys being properly played on by a per-
former.

A lock, a, fixed in orto the main cover, and
to engage with a cateh-plate, , fastened to

the auxiliary cover, serves to connect the two,
or lock them together, as occasion may re-
quire, the key-hole of the lock being shown
at ¢

The main cover, when the case is that of an
organ, has directly over it the stop-bar @, with
its accompanying stops ¢ ¢ ¢ e; aud, further-
more, such main cover is to be furnished with
projections f fand ¢, or equivalent devices,
to limit or define by their contact with the
stop-bar, the proper forward and backward
movements of the said cover.

My invention differs very materially from
what is shown, described, or claimed in the
United States Patent No. 124,470, as I have
nohinged face-plate and music-rack combined,
and adapted to be turned down over the
hinged key-cover when that may be moved
back, my invention involving, in connection
with the sliding key-cover A, the auxiliary
case B, arranged in front of the keys, and ap-
plied so as to turn .or move down in front of
and below them, as described.

I claim as my invention—

1. A piano or organ caseprovided withmain
and auxiliary key-covers, arranged with the
keys, and applied substantially in manner and
to operate as set forth.

2. An organ-case provided with keys and
stop carrier or bar, and with main and anxili-
ary covers, arranged and adapted to operate
thereswith, substantially as set forth.

3. An organ or piano case provided with
keys and main and auxiliary covers therefor,
arranged and to operate substantially as set
forth, and having to the main cover and case
stops or devices to limit the movements of the
said main cover relatively to the keys and aux-
iliary cover, as specified.

HEXNRY W. SMITH.

Witnesses:

. H. EpDy,
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