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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM E. BARROWS,
of Hartford, in the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Thread-Fastenings on
Spools, which improvement is fully set forth in
thefollowing specification, reference being had
to the accompanying dmwln%

My invention consists, essentmlly, in the
mannerofattachingafinger-piece ontheedgeof
a spool, so that the end of the thread wound
on the spool may be drawn thereunder and
clamped ; also, in so forming the finger-piecé
that one edge shall be a cutter, which, by pull-
ing the thread, shall et the same at the spool.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of a spool having thread wound thereon,
and having a finger-piece attached thereto to
form with the spool a clamp embodying my
invention. Tigs. 2 and 3 are side views of the
finger-piece (drawn on a larger scale) removed
from the spool.

It is well undelstood that some device must
be nsed on a spool to tasten the outer end of
the thread, and that it is not only needed
when the thread is first wound, but that it is
very useful during the consumption of the
thread. Itis necessary that this device should
be simple, of little cost, and easily and eco-
nomically applied. It has been the common
way to simply eut a slit in the edge of the
spool, which is quite effective in holding the
thread; but the thread is not so conveniently
drawn into such fastening as is desirable, espe-
cially while the thread is being used.

I fasten a suitably-formed ﬁl]“"(}]ﬁ' piece, A, of
metal or other suitable m‘tteual on the edﬂe
of the spool B by forming with the Imoer
piece A a pointed shank, (J which is drlven
into the spool sufficiently far so that the end

@ of the thread D may be pinched and held
when drawn under the end b of the finger-
Piece A.

I form one edge of the finger-piece A, or the
shank G, (prefer: mbly theouteredg ge,d,of the fin-
ger- plece A,) as a cutter, as q]mwn, so that
When the thread is pulled, for instance, in the
direetion as it is drawn in Fig. 1, it will be cut
at the spool, while a suihcwnt lennth of the
thread will be retained under the hnom -piece
to hold it there. The finger-picce A, as here
shown,is double—that is, Tias two cnds, band e,
each of which is formed to hold and cut the
thread. Oneendsoformed would besufficient;
but as it is customary to wind the thread on
part of the spools in one direction, and on part
in another direetion, and therefore right and
left fastenings would be required, it is fonnd
more cconomlcal to have them all double.

It will be seen how handily the thread may
be fastened and cat by my deviee, since by
simply drawing the thread along the edge of
the spool it w111 be caught and held and thou
a simple swing of the hand in a (11160t1011 to
pull the thread, as above stated, will cause it
to be cut at the spool.

By means of my device there may be quite
a saving in the consumption of the thread,
since, the fastening being so easily and nagu.
rally done, the end will not be allowed to remain
free and become tangled, and the thread being
cut close to the spool, there will not be a long
free end to be tangled and lost.

I claim as my invention—

1. In combination with a spool, the finger-
piece A, having the shank C, when secured to
the spool in the manner 'md for the purpose
substantially as hereinbefore described.

2. The finger-piece A, provided with the eut-
ting-edge d and shank C, substantially as and
for the purpose hereinbefore set forth.

WILLLIAM E. BARROWS.

Witnesses:
Epw. DUMMER,
F. C. CLARK.




