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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown that I, FREDERICK BAUMGART-
NER, of Brooklyn, Kings county, New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Carriage-Curtain Fastenings, of -

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the attachment of
the straps and buckles to the eurtains of -car-
riage-tops; and it consists in an improved
form of leather socket or cap, in which the

ends of the straps or buckles are received, and -

by swhich they are fixed to the curtains; also,

in an improved fastening for fixing the said

caps to the curtain, as hereinafter set forth.
Figure 1 of the drawings represents a front

view of a portion of a carriage-curtain with -

my improvements: attached thereto, and Fig.
2 is a view of the reverse side thereof. Tig.
3 is'an enlarged cross-section of the socket or
cap, &e., on line # x, and Fig. 4 is a view of
the buckle and fastening-plate removed.

In the attachment of the straps and buckles
of carriage-curtains a hollow socket or cap,

termed a “loop,” is usually placed over the at-’

tached end of the strap or- buckle to serve to
secure it to the curtain, and at the same time
conceal the attached end and give an orna-
mental finish to the work. These caps or
loops are generally formed either of stamped
leather stitched around the edge directly to
the curtain or of sheet metal stamped to imi-
tate leather, and provided with prongs on the
base or under side, which extend through the
curtain and are clinched on the inner surface
thereof.

The aim of my invention is to provide an
improved form of leather cap or loop and a
fastening therefor which will have the ad-
vantages of cheapness and readiness of attach-
ment and give a better appearance to the
work, and which at the same time may be
furnished in the form of complefe articles of
manufacture for general sale to carriage-makers
for direct attachinent to their work.

. In the drawings, d d represent the curtain,

and A A the attaching-caps fixed to the cur-
tain over the attached ends of the strap and
buckle, as shown. These caps A are formed

from leather stamped up in the usual shape;
but instead of being stitched directly to the
curtain around the edge, as has been the case

heretofore with leather caps, they are attached
to a small leather base, a, of similar outline to
the cap, by a line of stitching all around the
edge, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, which gives
the cap a finished appearance, and one which
is preferred by carriage-makers. Thus formed
the caps can be made quite cheap, the mate-
rial being comparatively inexpensive, and the
mode of manufacture simpler than is the case
with the metal caps,; while they are rendered
capable of being attached to the eurtainin a
more direct and simple manner than the usnal
leather caps.

The caps A A are attached-to the curtain
by metal plates I3, which are formed with T-
shaped prongs b b struck up therefrom. The
fastening plates or plate is placed inside the
caps or cap in contact with "its base a, with
which it is similar in outline, the T-shaped
prongs- being forced through the base aud
through the curtain, so as to project from the
inner surface of the curtain, as shown in Figs,
2 and 3. .

A locking-plate, C, also metallic, and pro-
vided with T-shaped slots ¢ ¢, is placed over
the T-shaped prongs b b, is pressed into close
contact with the surface of the curtain, and is
then slid lengthwise, so that the T-heads of
the prongs become engaged and locked to the
plate in the narrow part of the slots, as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3. The locking-plate C is pre-
vented from any lengthwise movement in the
direction which would release the prongs by
the denting of its edges in against the cur-
tain, and also by a wire staple, e, which serves
to connect the strap ¢ to the eurtain.

It will be seen that the attached end of the
strap ¢ is thus concealed in the cap A and is
secured to the curtain by this staple e, which
is passed through the strap, through the base
a of the cap, and through the curtain, and is
then clinched or twisted over the edges of the
locking-plate C, as shown. On the other hand,
the buckle fis attached to the curtain directly
by means of eyes & &, formed on one of the
fastening - plates B and encircling the rear
cross-bar of the buckle, thus securely connect-
ing the buckle with the curtain and permitting
its free hinging movement thereon. This,
ho vever, is not claimed as specially novel.

By the improved construction described it
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will be seen that the caps, together with the
straps and buckles, are very readily and se-
curely connected with the curtain, while a su-
perior appearance of finish is imparted to the
work of a character which is more salable and
much preferred by the manufacturer. At the
same time the construction of the caps and
fastenings is simple and cheap, and they can
be readily manufactured in quantities and sold
to carriage - makers complete for direct use,
as required. ‘

Instead of the T-headed prongs on the fast-
ening-plates and the T-slots on the locking-
plates, a simple equivalent, which I sometimes
use, is to provide the- fastening-plates with a
projecting wire staple, and form the locking-
plate with an ordinary slot or hole, through
which the looped end of the staple is pro-
Jjected, a wire T or cross-bar being then in-
serted in the loop of the staple to form the T-
head thereon, and thus hold it locked to the
plate. The T heads and slots, however, are
preferred.

T am aware that it is not new touse a metal
loop having a portion of the material of which
it is formed turned ander to form a means of
securing it to any article to which it is to be
attached ; that metal loops have been pro-
vided with pins to pass through the curtain,
and that leather loops without bases have
been marginally stitched to curtains; but
neither of these cases show a leather loop mar-
ginally stitched to a snitable base, so as to
be readily attached to a curtain by means of
the plate that carries the buckle or secures the
strap, as in my improvement, which allows of

leather loops being conveniently used in place
of metal loops, which have been found very in-
convenient and objectionable from the lia-
bility of being damaged by an accidental blow
and from the japan varnish peeling off, and
thus leaving the metal unsightly and in a con-
dition to oxidize and rapidly wearaway. The
leather loop can be readily stitched to the
base-plate by a sewing-machine, and the loop
thus easily attached to any part of a carriage-
curtain, dash-board, &ec., even when these ar-
ticles are in position on the earriage, whereas
any attempt to secure the common leather
loops under like circumstances would require
sewing by hand.

‘What I elaim as my invention is—

1. Thecombination, with the stamped leather
cap A, provided with a suitable base-plate of
similar material, to which it is marginally
stitched, of a metal plate, B, provided with a
suitable fastening device adapted to pass
through said leather base-plate and through
the eurtain, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

2. The combination, with a leather loop, A,
provided with a leather base-plate, , to which
it is marginally stitehed, of the metallic fast-
ening-plates B C, formed, respectively, with
interlocking T-shaped prongs and T-shaped
slots, arranged and operating substantially as
herein shown and described.

- FREDK. BAUMGARTNER.

Witnesses:
Epwarp H. WALES,
CHAS. M. HIGGINS.




