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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux H. ScHLOTT, of
Freeport, in the county of Stephenson and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Furniture - Casters, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

The invention relates to an improvement
in furniture-casters; and consists in the spe-
cific construction of the devices hereinafter

-‘setforth and claimed; the objeet being to con-

struct a caster which will permit the arti-
cle to which it is attached to be moved freely
and in any direcfion. :

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a plan view of the invention.
Tig. 2is a central vertical longitudinal section
of same. Figs. 3 and 4 are detached views,
showing the interior and a section of the hem-
isphere a. :

In the accompanying drawings, A represents
the caster-frame, having at its lower portion
the forked arms B, provided in their lower

ends with suitable apertures to receive the -

pivots hereinafter mentioned.

Theballof the casteriscomposed of three sec-
tions—two hemispheres and a central disk, as
shown. The hemispheres ¢ have theirinterior,
between their center and outer superficies, re-
moved, inorderto lighten theball and insurean

easy movement, and are provided with the co- |

incident apertures b, for the purpose herein-
after set forth. The central disk, d, consists of
a thin metal plate, having the pivots ¢ cast
upon and at right angles to its opposite faces,
and the pivots f cast upon its opposite edges,
adjacent the pivots f the edges being supplied
with the flanges %, in order to strengthen them
and to receive the edges of the hemispheres a.

‘When in position the plate d is placed be-
tween the arms B, and the pivots f inserted in
the apertures in their lower ends, so as to have
a free rotary movement. The hemispheres a
are then placed upon the opposite faces of the
plate d, the pivots e entering the coincident

apertures b, and serving as bearings upon
which the sections of ball may revolve.

The ends of the pivots ¢ may be tapped or
otherwise suitably enlarged, in order to pre-
vent the hemispheres a slipping off.

By this construction it is manifest that the
sections of ball can revolve independently up-
on their pivots, and that the ball, as an en-
tirety, can revolve upon the pivots f. Thus
the article to which the caster is attached can
be moved in a direet line in any direction.

Heretofore furniture-casters consisting of
two hemispheres mounted upon axles on op-
posite sides of a central plate or disk have

‘been constructed; but in such instance the

axles on opposite sides of the central plate
have not been cast with the plate, and have
been threaded to retain the hemispheresin po-
sition,the said hemispheres being solid. This
form of caster is well known; but in use it is
perfectly plain that by reason of the threaded
axles the hemispheres will be either worked
off or will not revolve at all when the article
to which the caster is attached is moved either
backward or forward. Thesolid hemispheres -
will not revolve so freely as hollow ones.

The present invention is to obviate the above
difficulties, which it does by casting the axles
on opposite sides and edges of the central
plate and by making the hemispheres hollow.

" What I claim as my invention, and desire.
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a furniture-caster, the plate d, having the
pivots e cast upon its opposite faces and the .
pivots f cast upon its opposite sides, in com-
bination with the sections of ball « and caster-
frame A, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing im-
provement in furniture-casters, as above de-
seribed, I have hereunto set my hand this 13th
day of August, 1878.

JOHN H. SCHLOTT.

Witnesses :
HirAM BRIGHT,
R. H. WILES,




