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IMPROVEMENT IN KEY- FASTENERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 217,231, dated July 8, 1879 ; application filed
Mavrch 6, 1879,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM METCALF, of
Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and usefal
Improvements in Devices for Retaining and
Seeuring Keys in Key-Holes; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is afront view. Fig. 2isa section

~"on the line z ., and Fig. 3 is a section on the
line y y.

Corresponding parts in the several figures

are denoted by like letters of reference.

This invention relates to devices for retain-
ing and securing keys in key-holes ; and it con- |

sists in certain improvements in the construe-

tion of the same, which will be hereinafter

more fully deseribed, and particularly pointed
out in the claim,

In the drawings, A represents the key-hole |

plate. This plate is provided upon its under
side with a recess, the sides of which are dove-
tailed, so as to admit a sliding plate, B, pro-
vided with a handle, C, which may be orna-
mental, so_as to form, apparently, a part of
the key-hole plate. - It will be observed that
this plate, when slid into the recess, Covers
the key-hole, with the exception of a slot, D,
which is formed in said plate to admit the
shank of the key.

Upon the rear side of plate B is secured
a pin, B, which is bent inwardly into the key-
hole, so as to prevent the complete withdrawal

of the plate. This pin is made of spring-wire,
and also creates sufficient friction to ‘prevens
the plate from being easily displaced.

From the foregoing description, and by ref-

erence to the drawings hereto annexed, the
operation of my invention will be easily un-
derstood. ’
- After inserting the key into the key-hole,
the plate B is slid into the recess, thus partly
covering the key-hole, and preventing the
withdrawal of the key.

When a flat-shanked key is used said shank
will enter the slot D in plate B, thus prevent-
ing the key from being turned.

I am aware of the patents to White, March
19, 1878, Taylor, March 14, 187 6, and Phillips,
August 1,1876, and I claim nothing that is
showan in said patents; bus,

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States—

The combination, with the key-hole plate A,
having upon its rear side a dovetailed recess,
of the plate B, adapted to slide in said recess,
and provided with the handle C, slot D, and
spring-pin E, the end of which is bent to pro-
Jject into the key-hole, thus forming a stop for
the sliding plate, the whole arranged and op-
erating substantially as herein described, for
the purpose shown and specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. . .

_ o WILLIAM METCALF,

Witnesses:

M. B. DoyLE,
_J. C. RIKE,




