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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MAHLON S. DRAKE, of
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain newand use-
ful Improvements in Fastening and Binding
Devices for Carrying Books or other Articles;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
afull, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skitled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to that class of devices
which are intended for securing books and
packages together, and furnish a convenient
means for a handle to carry the same, as will
be hereinatter more fully deseribed.

In the annexed drawing, the figure shows
a perspective view of a device embodying my
invention.

A represents the handle; B B, the stand-
ards, which are rigidly secured together. The

lower portions of the standards are provided
with curved bases « a, intended to tit over
the article or articles to be earried, by which
means the handle A and standards B B are
held in an upright position when the article
or articles are secured for carrying, always
leaving plenty of room for the hand.

Near the lower portions of the standards B
B are openings b b, which are for the purpose
of allowing the cord ¢ to pass through. This
cord is in one piece, but is passed through the

openings b b, leaving a loop, d, upon cone end,
through which the article or articles may be
passed, when the opposite end of said cord is
drawn up tightly around the package and tied
in a-knot, as shown at e.

By this means a cheap and convenient de-
viee is produced for carrying articles, leaving
room always for the hand, and furnishing a
rigid handle. .

I am aware that a cord has been heretofore
nsed drawn through a hollow handle, and I
do not claim such as my invention, as it ac-
complishes neither the object nor purpose of
my invention; bat,

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and- desire. to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a device for carrying books and other
articles, the standards B B, having curved
bases @ a, and having the handle A rigidly
secured thereto, in combination with the cord
¢, substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
the handle A and standards B B, secured rig-
idly together, said standards being provided
with the openings b ) and curved bases a a,
in combination with the cord ¢, substantially
as and for the purpose herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

. MAHLON S. DRAKE.

Witnesses:
Epw. O. CHASE,
HowARD JUDSON.




