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To all whom it may concern : :

Be it known that I, JAMES E. BURNS, of the
city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Tin Boxes, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

The invention relates to tin boxes for com-
nercial packages used in dry packing for
ground spices and other ground or powdered
articles,

Heretofore it has been customary to pack
ground spices and similar goods in tin boxes
- hermetically sealed, so that retail dealers, in
order to get at the contents of the package,
have been compelled to break each box open,
thus rendering the box useless for other pur-
poses, and at the same time, after having with-
‘drawn the quantity ecalled for, leaving the
remainder exposed to the deteriorating ‘in-
tluences of atmospheric air, thereby losing
strength and aroma, becoming stale and dusty;
to obviate which is the object of my inven:
tion, by providing a commereial package for
. dry packing which may be opened without
breaking, and closed again after the with-
drawal of any portion of its contents, and may
also be used again for its original or any simi-
lar purpose. ‘ .

The invention consists of a tin box with a
beveled edge turned over a wire at the top or
upper end of the tin box, so as to form an
opening through which it may readily. be
packed and discharged of its contents, upon
one side of which opening a lid is hinged on
said wire, which lid has a catch which closely
passesagainstand under the beveled and wired

edge on the opposite side to the hinge, and
holding said lid in its place.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tin box
embodying my invention. Tig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal sectional view of a tin box embodying
my invention. :

The tin box A is of the square shape, and
is made in the ordinary manner of a, dry pack-
ing-box, except that the upper edge is turned
over a wire of smaller dimensions, with the
beveled edges B B connecting with the body
of the box A. The lid O is hinged outo the
wire upon one side of the month of the box
formed thereby, and fits closely down within
the same, where it is held tight, when closed,
by means of the catch I, which engages with
the wire on the opposite side of the said moutli ‘
to that on which said lid is hinged.

"1 do not claim as new either the shape or
body of the box or its lid, square boxes with
lids being in commeon use.

What I claim is— ‘ . .

A tin box having wired and beveled edges
B BB B, of smaller dimensions than the out-
side of said box, so as to form a mouth, the
lid being hinged to its wire on one side, and
provided with the catch D, working against
and under the edge B on the opposite side,
substantially as shown and described.
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