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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES W. BROWN AND WILLARD D. DOREMUS,

OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

IMPROVEMENT IN STAMP-CANCELERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 220,015, dated September 30, 1879 ; application filed
February 18, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, JAMES W. BROWN
and WiLLARD D. DOREMUS, of Washington,
in the county of Washington and District of
Columbia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Stamp-Cancelers; and we
do hereby declare that the following isa full,
clear, and exact description of the construe-
tion and operation of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification, and to the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspecmve of
the stamp-canceler. Flg‘ 2 is a plan view;
- partly in section. Tig.3is a longitudinal cen-
tral section, and Figs. 4 and 5 are detail views.

Our invention relates ‘to a device for can-
celing revenue-stamps and the like; and the
novelty consists in the construction and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be more fully here-
inafter set forth.

The object of the invention is to so hold the
stamp within a novel ¢lamping or holding de-
vice over the spigot-hole of a barrel or other
proper place that the goods or contents can-
not be drawn nor the stamp displaced without
the same being canceled or destroyed by such
removal.

‘We shall describe the invention as applied
to barrels of beer and the like, it being pecu-
liarly adapted to such use; but it may be em-
ployed in other capacities and places without
departing from the prineciple of our invention.

In carrying out our invention we employ a
base-socket of any proper metal, having a flat
bearing-surface with proper countersunk aper-
tures to receive the screws by which it is se-
cured to the barrel -and a large central aper-
ture, as large or larger than the spigot-hole of
the barrel, above which it is placed, said aper-
ture being adapted to receive the stem of the
spigot, Which is driven into the barrel. Up-
wardly - extending flanges, cast in. one with
the bearing - surface, form a partial cup or
socket, which flanges, extending outward, are
formed into perforated hinge-ears. Punctur

ing-pins are cast upon the upper side of the
bearing portion, as shown.

‘We provide a frame of form correspondin g
to the base-socket, but of smaller size, being
adapted te be received within the socket of
such base, and having corresponding outward-

ly-extending arms terminating in perforated
hinge-ears, as shown. Upon the side of the
perforations in the ears nearest to the eup or
socket we form Tecesses with abrupt abut-
ting shoulders, as shown, to réceive a lock-
slide held outward by the constant force of a
spring recessed within the pivotal shaft; with-
in which recess the lock-slide is capable of be-
ing loosely forced. The lower edge of the cup
portion of this frame is provided with recesses
to receive the puncturing-pins of the socket-
base, and, if deemed desirable, with punetur-
ing-pins which may be received in recesses in
the socket-base. This frame we designate the
“lock-frame,” as, when it is-depressed within
the socket of the base, the lock-slide is held
within the recesses mentioned, and, of itself, it
could not be unlocked or elevated out of the
cup. To accomplish this unlocking, however,
we employ an inner disk of corrésponding
torm with the other parts mentioned, but of
smaller size, and adapted to be received into
the cup within the lock-frame, as shown. It
is provided with a single shank, which termi-
nates in a hinge-ear, having a perforation to re-
ceive the pivotal shaft, one side of which per-
foration is provided with a recess having an
abrupt abutting shoulder and a gradunal in-
cline from the bottom of such recess to the pe-
riphery of the circle described by the pivotal
shaft. To prevent evil-disposed persons from
meddling with the lock mechanism we provide
- this hinge-ear with transversely-extending an-
nular flanges, which cover the-joints between
the locking and unlocking frames, as shown.

The lock-frame and unlocking frame, it will
be observed, are pivoted upon the hinge-shaft,
which shaﬂ: being passed through the per-
forations in "the base- -ears, is enlarged at the
ends to prevent being withdrawn, and a pin
passing transversely through such ears and

 into the shaft prevents the same from turning,
thus holding the locking-slide in proper p051
tion at all times.

The operation of our deviceisas follows: The
device is screwed upon a barrel, keg, or the
like in such a manner that the central hole in
the base will allow access to the spigot-hole.
The central or unlocking frame is then ele-
vated, when, the inclined surface in. the per-
forated ear acting upon the lock-slide, forces
the same back within the recess in the pivotal
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shaft until it is clear of the recess in the lock-
ing-frame, when that frame may be elevated.
The inner frame is then depressed into the
socket, and the stamp placed over the same.
The lock-frame is then depressed until the pins
have punctured the stamp, when the lock-slide
is forced outward by the spring into the lock-
recess, and firmly locks the same. The only
way in which the stamp can now be liberated
from the lock is to elevate the unlocking-frame,
and that cannot be reached without demolish-
ing the stamp.

It is understood that the cup may be round,
square, or polygonal, and that the unlocking
device may be flush with the surface carrying
the puncturing-pins, if desired.

It will be understood that when properly
applied the stamp must cover the body of the
unlocking-frame, and, consequently, mast be
demolished in order to unlock the device.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
base-bearing, having countersunk screw-aper-
tures @ and puncturing-pins a’, an upwardly-
extending flange, A/, forming a cup.

B represents the central spigot-aperture,
and B’ the ountwardly-extending arms, terini-
nating in the perforated hinge-ears b, having
transverse opening ! and pin 0?%, which secures
the pivotal shaft C from turning in its bearings.

D represents the lock-frame, as shown, hav-
ing recesses d to receive the puncturing-pins
a’y arms D!, and hinge-ears d'. with perfora-
tion d”, having abrupt abutting shoulders d?
upon each side of recéss D? in such perfora-
tion. This recess D? receives the lock-slide E,

which is held outward by the constant force
of a spring, x, within the body of the pivotal
shaft C within the slot ¢, as shown, .

F represents the unlocking-frame, having
arm f and hinge-ear f’, with transverse flanges
I, which cover the joint upon each side. This
ear f/ has a recess, G, with one abrupt abut-
ting shoulder g, and one inclined surface ¢/,
which, as the frame F is turned upward, forces
the lock-slide E within the recess ¢ in the piv-
otal shaft C, allowing the frame D to be ele-
vated at will. The shaft C is secured within
the perforated ears b by swelling the ends, as
at ¢/, as shown.

We claim as our invention—

1. The lock-frame D, having recess D?, with
abrupt shoulders d?, and unlocking-frame F,
having recess G, with one inelined surface ¢/,
leading therefrom, combined with shaft C, hav-
ing slot ¢, the lock-slide E, and spring x, as set
forth.

2. The base-socket A a a’, as shown, the
lock-lever D d D?d? and unlocking-frame IF G ¢/,
in combination with the shaft C ¢ ¢/, lock-slide
E, and spring x, as and for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony that we claim the above we have
hereunto subseribed our names in the presence
of two witnesses.

JAMES W. BROWN,
WILLARD D. DOREMUS.

Witnesses:
JAavEs J. SHEEHY,
H. C. SMITH.




