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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE WATKINSON,
of New Haven, in the county of New Haven
and State of Conneeticut, haveinvented a new
Improvement in Rubber Boots; and I do here-
by declare the following, when taken in eon-
nection with the accompanying drawing and
the letters of reference marked thercon, to be
a full, clear, and exact desecription of the
same, which said drawing constitutes part of
this specification, and represents a perspective
view. :

This invention relates to an improvement in
india-rubber boots. In boots of this class, as
usually made, the foot- part settles down
around or in front of the ankle, and the legin
like manner settles down above the ankle,
causing the boot to erack at these points, as
well as to become uncomfortable to the wearer.
Again, if this class of boots are suaid to the
purchaser to be  warranted,” such a guaran-
tee is so indefinite as to be of no use, save to
deceive the purchaser.

The object of the first part of this invention
is to strengthen the Loot, so as to prevent the
settling or wrinkling referred to.

The object of the second part of this inven-
tion is to provide the boot with means for in-
dicating the time for which they are guaran-
teed. .

The invention consists in the construction,
as hereinafter described,and particularly re-
cited in the claims. The general outline of
the boot does not differ from that of the com-
mon construetion.

A is an overlap, starting from thé ankle. or
heel seam «, extending from the sole over the
instep and to a point near the toe, as at b, or
as far toward the toe as the wrinkles from the
hollow of the foot are liable to extend. This
overlap A is placed on outside of and over
the usual front or foot portion. If placed in-
side, as strengthening - pieces for different
paris of the boots usually are, the outside or
uppers are drawn down over the edges of such
parts, and this drawing down of the upper
upon the last tends to stretch and thin the
rubber at those points, and cause a crack to
almost necessarily follow wearing of the boot.
Particularly would this be the case were the
overlap A placed upon the lining before the
upper; hence it is that this new partis placed

upon the outside. The part A adds strength
to and supports the upper over the sides and
instep, and practically prevents settling or
wrinkling.

Around theleg, from the ankle up to a point,
d, where the wrinkling occasioned by bending
the foot in walking occurs, and which pro-
duces the seitling at this point, an overlap, B,
is placed outside the leg proper, and placed
outside for the same reasons assigned for plac-
ing the overlap A outside the upper. This
overlap supports the leg and prevents the set-
tling or wrinkling around the ankle, and, con-
sequently, prevents cracking at that part of
the boot. The edges of these overlaps show
distinetly upon the outside, and indicate that
the strengthening of the boot is a fact and not
deception.

That a practical guarantee may be given for
the boot, I construct the boot with a series of
characters indicating months, and other char-
acters indicating days of the months. These
are, preferably, arranged around the top of the
legs in the form of a border, as shown; but
they may be otherwise arranged. Years may
also be indicated, asshown. When the dealer
sells a pair of boots and guarantees them for
a certain time of wear, he erases or marks the
characters in the different series which will in-
dicate the date of purchase, and this guarantee
reaches back to the manufacturer, who, npon
the presentation of boots which may not have
endured the wear for which they were guar-
anteed, has evidence on the boot to satisfy
him that claim within the gnarantee is prop-
erly made.

I claim— :

1. A rubber boot constracted with the over-
lap A on the outside of the upper, and cover-
ing the upper from near the heel forward to a
point, b, near the toe, and the overlap B
around and ountside the leg, extending from be-
low to a point, d, above the ankle, all substan-
tially as described.

2. A rubber boot constructed with a series
of characters indicating months and a series
of characters indicating days of the months,
substantially as described, for the object stated.

GEORGE WATKINSON,

Witnesses:

Jos. C. EARLE,
J. H. SHUMWAY,

g AN
i‘~’. - : [ PTTIR.,



