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To all whom it MAY Concern :
Beitknown that I, Tom Pavarrt,of the city
. of Waco, McLennan county, State of Texas,
haveinvented certain newand useful Improve-
ments in Strap-Protector and Buckle for Har-
ness, &c.; and 1 hereby declare the same
to be fully, clearly, and exactly described as
follows, reference being had to the aceompa-

nying drawings, in which—

Figare 1is a plan view illustrating my in-
vention as embodied in a combined bueckle and
hook or strap-protector. Fig. 2 is a central
vertical sectional view of the device. _

My invention has for its object to provide a
device,inconnection with a buckle, for protect-
ing straps from wear at the points where they

~ come in contact with eyes or rings, as in the
breeching, breast, or hame straps of harness
and the eyes of metallic stirrups. At such
points the strap.is liable to wear and erack,

“due as well to the actual friction as to its be-
ing bent sharply back upon itself, and sub-
Jected to constant or intermittent strain.

In the accompanyin gdrawings, A is a buckle
having the usual cross-bar a/ and tongue «,
and a keeper, b, for the end of the strap. On
the under side of the buckle-shank is a second
keeper, I/, opposite the keeper 5, and inter-

mediate between them and the bar o/ is a

strong cross-bar, ¢, having a button, ¢.

B is a hook formed integral with the buckle,
and having its lower edge, d, projecting over
the keeper 0/, as shown. (See Tig. 2.)

In attaching the device, the main part of
the strap C is led under the buckle and over
the keeper I, thence around the hook B and

under the keeper b, and its end is attached to
the button ¢/. The other part of the strap is
attached to the-buckle in the usual way and
its end is tucked under the keeper b, prevent-
ing the accidental dislodgment of the other
end of the strap from the batton ¢,

Previousto attachin g thestrap,asdeseribed,
the hook B is made to engage with the eye or
ring to which the strap would without it be
directly fastened.

It will be seen that the hook prevents the
abrasion of the strap, and bends it in snch a
gentle curve as to obviate all danger of its be-
coming eracked or permanenily bent.

Especially is the device adapted for use
upon stirrup-straps with metallic stirrups, in
which case heretofore the strap soon became
worn at the stirrup-eye, and assumed a pet-
manent bend or kink, which was unsightly
when the length of the strap was changed.

With the device described there is abso-
lutely no local wear of the strap, and, owing
to the curve of the hook, the strap does not
become cracked or bent.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

In combination with the buckle A, having
cross-bar ¢ and iuward]y-projecting button ¢/,
the hook B and keepers b b, arranged for op-
eration substantially as sct foith.
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