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 To all whowm it may.concern :
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- tively-rigid box.

Beit known that I, JOEL H. LOUDER, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residingin.Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented a certain new and useful Egg-
Carrier, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.:

My invention relates to improvements: in
egg-carrier boxes detachably put together and
provided . with a series of cells or compart-
ments, each of which is adapted to hold an

“egg aud form contact with the egg in the ad-

jacent compartment, and to sustain the eggs
in one box from contact with those of the next
box when a series of said boxes are stacked or
packed in a shipping-receptacle.

The object of my invention is to provide
means for locking the longitudinal and trans-
'verse division-boards to thesurrounding rim of
the box and to each other in such a manner
that they will sustain each other and therim,
and thereby produce a strong and compara-
I attain this object by de-

- vicesintheaccompanying drawings,in which—
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Figure 1 is a perspective of a box embody-
ing my invention, with the division- boards
removed and the rim partially detached from
the bottom ; Fig. 2, a detail perspectiveof the
corner of ‘the rim, showing the means for de-
tachably locking the ends together; Fig. 3, a
perspective of the division-boards detached
from the rim, with one of the-transverse par-

" . titions detached from the longitudinal parti-
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tions; and Fig. 4, a perspectiveof the box,hav-
ing its rim continuous with its bottom, but
adapted to be sustained by the partitions.

Similarletters of reference indicate the same
parts throughout the several figures of the
drawings.

A represents the rim,and B the rectangular-.

shaped bottom, of my box, which may be of
sheet metal, but preferably of stiff card or paste
board, on account of lightness, cheapness,and
safety in handling. -

"The rim A is provided upon its four sides
and near its bottom with horizontal elongated
slots @ @ and «' &, corresponding with and re-
ceiving projections b b and ¥’ I upon the bot-
tom, by which the rim and bottom are con-
nected, the end slots, @ a, and end projections,
b b, having somewhat shorter lengths than
those on the sides by reason of the difference

| in length of the sides and ends. I do not,
however, wish tolimit myself to the exact num-
ber of slotsand projectionsshown, for a greater
number may be used, as desired—as, for in-
stance, two or more upon each side and end;
but there should be one upon each side and
end to fully support the bottom.

In length the rim is somewhat greater than
is actually necessary to surround the bottom,
and the projecting ends are each slotted on
their opposing edges at ¢ ¢/, respectively, each
slot having a width corresponding with the
thickness of the rim and extending to one-half
the depth of the same, so that when held in
the position shown in Fig. 2 the ends may be
joined and locked together,holding the bottom
rigidly in place when its projections have been
inserted in the corresponding slots in the sides
and ends of the rim. The box ends of the rim
thus formed are provided with vertical slots
d d and the gides with similar and opposing
slots, ¢¢ ¢, to receive respectively the longi-
tudinal and transverse division-boards or par-
titions, presently to be described, forming the
egg-cells.

Referring to Fig. 3, f.f f are the transverse
division-boards, corresponding in number with
the vertical slots in the sides of the rim, and
provided with slots g gnear each end and open-
ing upon their lower edges, the distance be-
tween these slots corresponding with the dis-
tance between the sides of the rim, to which
they are locked by insertion in the vertical
slots in the same manner as the projecting
ends of the rim. Each transverse partition is
provided from its top.edge with vertical slots
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h h, corresponding and in line with the slots d -

d in the box ends of the rim.

It will be noticed that the vertical slots in
the rim extend but half-way to the bottom of
the Dbox, and not half-way the width of the

rim, and that the division-boards already and

now to be described have a width correspond-
ing with the depth of the box, measured from
its bottom to the top edge of the rim, so that
when the division-boards are inserted in place
their npper edges will be in a plane with the
upper edges of the rim.

k% arelongitudinal division-boards, of some-
what greater length than the box proper—=
that is 1o say, of a length corresponding with

that of the bottom with its end projection in-
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cluded—aud are provided with slots:! I, open-
ing npou the bottom edge of the same, which
extend: half its width and correspond;inmum-
berwith aggregate of the transverse division-
boards and the box-end rims. : The distance
between the slots in these longitudinal divis-
ionsboards corresponds with the distance: be-
tween each: two of the: transverse :division-
boards and the box:end rims, so as to coincide
with jand be inserted in their; slots, and; thus
not only form  the cells, but brace the ends of
the box and: the transverse division:boards.

By constructing a boxiin the above manner
its parts are not only detachably but to a cer-
tain: extent irigidly connected together; and
both the transverse and longitudinal division-
boards are utilized to attain that end.

In manufactoring the different parts of imy
cgg-carrier box: they are stamped out,: kept
flat; packed closely together, and ishipped to
the consumer, and:therefore oceupy very little
space and incuributa small expense in ship-
ment, the consumer readily putting:the parts
together when desirable without the nse of any
partieular skill or lalor.

The detachable bottom, as shown in Fig. 1,
isiprovided with perforations correspondingin
number to:the number of: eellsito support the
ends of the eggs, which ends project slightly
below the bottowmof the box; butare prevented
from coming in contact with the adjacéntibox
or with 'any sapport upon which: the box:is
placed when packing :theeggs by reason of
therimof the box projecting below the bottom,
as clearly shown.

In: Fig. 4 is shown a modification in: swhich
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the bottom and rimiare connected by being in

aisingle piece with its rim provided with ver-

tical slotsextendinghalfiits depth andadapted
to receive, be maintained, and braced by the
division-boards above deseribed,

Wihile L have deseribed myibox as particu-
larly adapted:for carrying eggs, it will'be un:
derstood that it imay be used ifor: other pur-
poses—as, for iustance, {ruit or various small
artieles of merchandise.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim, aud: desire to seenre by Letters Patent;
is—

1.1 A knockdown box provided with a series
of longitudinaland transversedivision-boards,
the surrounding rim of the VLox being con:
nected at each of its sides tothe bottom of the
box and slotted at its upper: edges to receive
corresponding slots in the lower edges of ‘the
longitudinal and transverse boards, said traus-
verse boards being' slotted within the rim on
their upper edges to receive theislots in the
lower iedges' of ithe longitudinal boards, sub-
stantially as described.

2. Aknockdown box having its bottow and
entire uptarped rim;in one piece, in combina-
tion with transverseand longitudinal division-
boards respectively locked together and to the
rim, substantially as: deseribed.

JOEL H. LOUDER.
Witnesses:

JNo.:G. ErvLrorT,
Wi G WHITING.

40

45

50

551

6o




