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To all whom it may concern : :
Beitknown that I, JoEN BRUNSON, of Ber-

- rien Springs, in the county of Berrien and
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State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Trace-Supporters;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skiiled in the
art to which it pertains to make and use it,
reference being had tothe accompanying draw-
ings, which form part of this specification. -

My invention relates to an improvement in

.trace-supporters; and it consists in a slide

which is applied to the trace, and which can
be adjusted freely back and forth upon it acd

held in any desired position, and which is pro-

vided with a ring, hook, or any other similar
device for supporting the trace, as will be more
fully described hereinafter. -

The object of my invention is to provide a
support for traces which can be adjusted back

and forth and secured in any desired position.

upon the trace, and which can be hooked or
attached to any sunitable part of the harness,
50 as to keep the traces up from the ground. .
Figure 1 is a vertical section of my inven-
tion, Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same.
A represents an ordinary trace, which is pro-
vided with a cockeye, B, for catching over the
end of the whiffletree, in the usual manner.
Placed upon this trace is the slide C, of any
suitable shape, size, or construction, down
through the top of which passesthe set-screw E.
In order to prevent the set-screw from in-

3 5 joring the edge of the trace, where it comes in
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contact with it, a plate, F, is placed inside of
the frame and upon the top of the trace, so as
to have the lower end of the screw bear di-
rectly upon it. This plate has its ends made
enough wider than the opening through the
frame to prevent it from becoming displaced
while the frame is being moved back and forth
upon the trace.

I do not limit myself to a screw, as here
shown, for a spring, cateh, hook, or other suita-
ble device may be used for holding the frame
in any position into which it may be adjusted.

A set-screw is here shown only for the purpose
of illustrating one means of holding it in any
desired position.

The set-screw is provided with a handle, I,
at any suitable point below its upper end, so
that the serew can be tightened or loosened
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whenever so desired. That portion of the -

serew above this handle is preferably made
smooth,and applied to this portion is the swiv-
eled ring, loop, or other similar device, O, which
turns freely thereon. In order to enable this
ring or loop to turn the screw, a suitable notceh,
N, is eut in its lower edge, which can be made
to catch down over the top of the handle
which is formed on the screw when the ring
or loop is pushed downward. When the rin g
or loop, however, is raised up above the han-
dle, it will revolve freely upon the serew with-
out in any way affecting it. As the ring or
loop turns freely upon the upper part of the
screw, it is always ready to be caught upon
and fastened to any hook or other device at-
tached to the harness for that purpose, though
the snpporter will Le generally fastened to a
supporting-strap. .

"By means of my attachment the supporter
cau be moved back and forth upon the trace,
80 as tosupport it in any desired position and
prevent all necessity of having to twist them
into a loop or tie them in a knot to keep them
from the ground. Co »

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. In a trace-supporter, the combination of
the trace, a metallic slide applied thereto, a
fastening device for holding the slide in place,
and asupporting-strap, substantially asshown.

2. The combination, in a trace-supporter, of
a slide, a set-screw, and a ring or loop which
is swiveled upon the upper end of the serew,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, in a trace-supporter, of
the slide, which is_adjustable back and forth
upon the trace, a set-screw which is passed
through the upper part of the slide, and which
is provided with a handle below its upper end,
and a ring or loop which is swiveled upon the
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upper smooth portion of the serew, and which | upon the upper part of the set-serew, and . a 10
can be used to tighten or loosen the serew, sub- | strap or other: suspending device, substan-
stantially-as specified. : tially as shown and described.
4. The combination, in a trace:supporter,of { - In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
¢ a slide which: is adjustable back and forth:| presence of two witnesses.

upon the trace, a set-screw fastening the:slide JOHN BRUNSON.

in place, a:plate which is interposed between Witnesses:

the top of ‘the trace and:the lower end of the Rurus: BRUNSON, <
set-serew, a ring or loop which is: swiveled A. PLUMMER.
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