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To all whom ¢ may concern: ,

Beit known that we, EWEN C. C. HENDER- -

SON, of Pictou, Pictou county, Nova Scotia, and
THOMAS A. McDONALD, of Durham, Pictou
county, Nova Scotia, Canada, have invented an
Improved Shoe-Lace Fastening, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to that class of shoes
which are laced with a single lace, which is al-
ternately passed through -hooks or apertures
on the opposite sides of the shoe slit or open-
ing. .

The object of our invention is to facilitate

-fastening the upper end of the lace to prevent

the lace from beingloosened accidentally.

The invention consists in providing one of
the flaps of the shoe with three apertures ar-
ranged in the shape of a triangle, through
which apertures the lace is passed in such a
manner that the end of the lace will be held by
a part of the lace on the outside of the flap be-
tween two of the apertures, as will be fully
described hereinafter.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawing, forming a part of this specification,
inwhich aperspective viewof a shoe provided

- withourimproved shoe-lacefasteningis shown.

Theflaps A and B of the shoe C are provided
along the edges with a series of apertures or
hooks ; or one flap—for instance, A—is pro-
vided with apertures D, and the other flap, B,
is provided with hooks I Dbetween the aper-
tures D, as shown. The flap B is provided
above the uppermost hook, E, with three ap-
ertures, a, b, and ¢, which are arranged in the
form of a triangle, the base of which is paral-
lel with the edge of theflapB. Wedonotlimit
ourselves to this precise position of the trian-
gle formed by the three apertures a, b, and c,
as it can be arranged in different positions ;
buf the position shown is preferable,

ThelaceFis secured to theshoeat the bottom
of the shoe-opening formed by the flaps A and
B,and from these the lace is alternately passed
around a hook, E, and through an aperture, D.
From the uppermost hook, E, which is on the
flap B, the lace F is passed under the flap A
and through the uppermost aperture, D, of the
same. From there the end of the lace is
Passed over the upper edge of the flap B, and
through the aperture ¢ from the inside to the

outside, through the aperture b from the out-

side to the inside, and through the aperture ¢
from the inside totheoutside. - The end of the
lace is then passed under that part of the lace
resting on the outside of the flap B between
the apertures ¢ and b, and from there the end
of the lace hangs downward. The end of the
lagce is thus held without requiring knotting
or tying, and the end of the lace can be fast-
ened or unfastened very rapidly and- conven-
iently.

~ This fastening can Le provided on all shoes
that ean be fastened with a single lace ; or it
can be used on gloves, for lacing parts of har-
ness or other leather or cloth articles,

Having fully described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

A single-lace shoe whose flaps or quarters
are provided with holes and hooks D E, or
their equivalents, and above the hooks with
three holes, a b ¢, arranged substantially as de-
scribed, whereby the free end of the lace may
be gecured in the manner set forth.

EWEN C. C. HENDERSON.
THOMAS A. McDONALD.

Witnesses:
W. E. MACLELLAN,
WILLIAM A. DICKSON,
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