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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN T. BABBITT,
of the city and county of New York, in the
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and usefal Improvementin the Method of
Putting up Caustic Alkali in Cans. or Cases,
of which the following is a specification,

The cheapest form of air-tight tin can or
case which has been used for putting up caus-
tic alkali is one composed of a straight cylin-
dric body,and headsconsisting of simple disks
with their rims turned outward and slipped
into the body and secured by solder without
lapping oroverseaming. DBoth of the heads of
such a can have commonly been slipped into
and secured in the body before filling with
caustic alkali, and one of the heads has been
provided with afilling-opening which has been
closed by an extra cap, soldered on after fill-
ing. This has been necessary, because the
bodies of these cans are not always perfectly
round before both heads are inserted, and if a

- can the body of which is outof round is filled
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and the alkali is allowed to set, the head can-
not be readily inserted, because the solid con-
tents of the can will prevent the body from
readily adapting itself to the perfectly-round
head when an attempt is made to slip it into
the body.

The object of my invention is to provide for
filling cans of the kind above described before
the second head is inserted in the body,which
will permit of both beads being made imper-
forate, and by dispensing with the closing-cap
and the soldering of the cap upon the head will
stillfurthercheapen the cost of puttingup caus-
tic alkali in air-tight cans or cases.

To this end my invention consists in a novel
method of putting up caustic alkali in cans of
the kind above described, each composed of a
cylindric body and heads provided with out-
wardly - turned flanges inserted therein, said
method consisting in filling the cans with the
molten alkalibefore thesecond head is inserted,
then inserting said head into the body and
pressing it down upon the molten alkali before
the latter has become sufficiently set or hard-
ened to prevent the body from readily adapt-
ingitself to the head, and finally, after theal-
kali has become set or solidified, soldering the
head in the can. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-

resents a central section of a can of alkali put
up according to my invention. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a similar view, showing the second head
as just abous to be inserted or pressed into the
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body; and Fig. 3 represents a sectional view -

of a number of cans, showing how the heads
are pressed into the bodies after filling.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figares. :

A designates the body of the can, which is
of cylindrie form, and B B’ designate the two
heads which close the ends of the body, and
each of which has an outwardly - projecting
flange orrim,a. Theheadsareperfectly round,
and it will be readily understood that even if
the body of the can is not perfectly round at
either end, as is very apt to be the case, it will
be made so by inserting the head into the end,
as the flexible body will readily adapt itself to
the head. One head of a can of this kind is
commonly made with ahole, through which the
can is filled ; but I make both heads imperfo-
rate throughout.

In carrying out my invention the head B of
the can, which is the lower head when the ecan
is filled, is inserted into and soldered to the
body before the can is filled; but the other or
upper end of the body is left entirely open.
The canstic alkaliis thenruninto thecansin the
usnal way, and immediately thereafter, while
the alkali is molten and before it has had time
to set or become hardened -or solidified, the
second head, B’, is pressed into the body and
down upon the alkali.
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In Fig. 2 I have represented the head B/ as -

resting upon the body and in position to be
forced or slipped into the body by a downward
pressure. The molten alkali of the can offers
no resistance to the body, readily adapting it-
self to the round head, even though the body
may vary from a perfectly-cylindric form. The
head could not be readily pressed in if the
contents of the can were set or hardened, be-
cause the solid contents would tend to pre-
serve,the body in its original form, and wounld
prevent it from readily adapting’itself to the
round head of the can.

The cans are placed in a row or group for
filling, and immediately after filling the second
heads, B/, may be placed thereon and a number
of them pressed into the can-bodies at once by
placing a board or plate, C, upon them, as
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shown in Fig. 3, and applying a downward
pressure thereon,

In Fig. 3 the heads B’ are represented as
partly pressed into the can-bodies A. ' After
the second hieads, B/, are pressed into. place

the cans are left standing until the contained

alkaliis'set or hardened, and the'said headsare
then soldered to the body in the usual way,

In order to prevent thiesolder which secures
the heads B from lLeing melted by the Leat of
the ‘molten alkali, the joint may: be cooled
while filling 'the cauns.

I am aware that it is not new, broadly con-
sired, to fill cans before the second head is ap-
plied ‘or inserted, as eans for fraits, milk,
paint,and other substances have been filled
in this way; but usually the second' head of
the can is provided with an inwardly:turned
flange, whicli fits' outside: or inside the can-
body, and:it has been impossible to' press the
second head ‘down closely upon the alkali; be-
cause of the head striking upon and being
stopped by the top of the can-body or a shoul-
der thereon. : : Moreover, the: cans ‘have: been
commonly used for sucly substances as willnot

become solidg,while an essential feature of my
method consists in filling the can with molten
alkali and pressing the head down close upon
the contents before the alkalihas set or:solidi-
fied,and in soldering the can by dipping or oth-
erwise after the alkali has set or solidified.

‘What Lelaim as my invention, and desire
to:secure by Letters Patent, is—

The method of putting up caustié¢ alkali in
cans of the kind :above described, each: com-
posed. of ‘a;eylindrie body and : heads having

Jiontwardly-turned  flanges and: inserted  into

the body, said method consisting in filling the
cans with the molten alkali before the second
heads are inserted, then: inserting said. lieads
into the bodies.of the cans while: the alkali.is
in:a molten state and before it has set or solidi:
fied, and pressing 'the heads down upon: the
alkali, and finally, and after the alkali has set
or hardened, soldering said heads:in the eans;
substantially ‘as herein deseribed.
B, T. BABBITT.
Witnesses:
FrREDX. HAYNES;
Ep. MorAN:
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