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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, NOAH TRIMBLE SmAw,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Co-

~ lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State of
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Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Embalming and Cooling Boards, of
which the following is a Specification,

My invention is directed to the production of

~an improved folding embalming and cooling
10

board. My object is'to render such article sub-
stantial, light, and neat, with provision for safe-
ty against accidental crashin gorfalling under
the weightof the body and in shifting the posi-
tion of the board, asis often required when the
body islaid thereon. For this purposs auto-
matic locking-braces serve tosustain the board
atthefolding-joint, relieve the hingesof undue
weight, and act as a double truss in bracing
and giving endwise rigidity to the structure
when in use. The board is of two sections, and
when in use each section is locked by a safety-

" brace fastening with the hingedlegs. The legs

25

3c

" at the foot of the
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-the required firmness and

are of unequal length to support the board in
an inclined position for embalming the body,
whileremovable button-posts ofunequallength
support a canopy in horizontal and symmetri-

.cal relation to the inclined board. The board

»

18 provided with corner-irons having tapering

“sockets to receive and hold the removable but-

ton-posts in vertieal positions, to give the de-
sired symmetrical relation of the canopy to the
inclined board. The legs at the head of the
board are-the longest, while the button-posts
board are the longest, thus
producing an inclined board with folding legs
and a canopy supported by non - folding but-
ton-posts in taper sockets, giving the canopy
allowing of its easy
and-quick attachment.

In the drawings hereunto annexed, Figure 1
represents a view in perspective of an inclined
canopied cooling - board, the canopy being
shown as raised to expose the board; TFig. 2,
the board as folded and inclosing the parts
which constitute the structure when set up;
Fig. 3, a vertical longitudinal section of the
board as set up tor use ; Tig. 4, an enlarged de-
tail of the antomatic locking-brace; Fig. 5, a
detailin horizontal section of one of the corner
socket-irons for the canopy-supports, and also

showing thesupport for thehingedlegsin their
locked and braced relation to-the board, look-
ing from the under side; and Fig. 6, a verti-
cal section of the.same.. ) '

The board proper consists of two sections or
fiames, a ¢, of equal length, each having side
and eross connecting timbers and perforated
or cane bottoms. These sections are hinged
together, so as to be closed and form an un-
dertaker’s cabinet, as shown in Fig. 2. The
hinges b are preferably placed on the outside
of the frame, so as to make an iron bearing for
the joined parts when forming the board, and
thus prevent wearing of the wood at the abut-
ting ends. The depth of each section or hinged
frameisfrom two to three inches, so that when
folded the aggregate depth of the inclosed
space will be sufficient to hold the several parts
of the stracture, including the cauopy, theiu-
struments for embalming, &c.

" The box is provided with a suitalle fasten-
ing and a handle, ¢, for convenience in carry-
ing.

The legs d are hingéd so as to support the
frame  when extende., and to fold within the
part to which they are separately hinged. In
their supporting positions thelegs abut againss
blocks e, glued in the corners of the frames, as
shown in Figs. 3, 5, and 6, and they are con-
nected by rounds d’. These blocks serve as
abutments against which the legs unfold, as
shown in Fig. 6, to relieve their hinges f of
undue strain and form a Lack, against which
they are pressed and held by antomatic lock-
ing-braces. -

The legs are of unequal length, those at the
head being the longest, o as to give a proper
inclination to the board for embalming, sach
inclination being a necessity for embalming,
whether partial or permanent. When anfold-
ed they stand in outward-inclined positions,
and are supported by braces g g, hinged to the
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cross-pieces % % of the board-frames and lock- .

ing with the rounds of the legs. The locking
of these braces is antomatic and such as to af-
ford safety against becoming unfastened. A
simple and convenient means of forming such
safety-fastening is by providing the free ends
of the braces g with metal pins, formed with a
groove, recess, or noteh, ¢/, and a thimble or
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socket, %, secured in the round d’ of thelegs,
and provided with a lip or projection, #,adapt-
ed to be sprung into the groove of said pin;
as shown in Fig. 4. The hinging of the braces
5 is such as to allow them to be folded within
thie frames to which they are separately hinged.
As the brace is hinged ‘to the middle of the
board and the legs are hinged soasto be folded
toward the hinge of the brace, the locking de-
16 vice must be such as to constantly press the
legs outward, and for this purpose the recess
in the pin 4 is next the eud of the brace and
the locking:lip of the socket ¢ is at the outside
or next the head and foot of the board, sothat
15 in fastening the legs it is only necessary to
press the pin of 'the brace into the thimble-
socket, and the legs yielding slightly, the re-
cess in the 'pin is: forced over: the thimble-lip,
and the brace thus sprang intolocked position
with it, holding the Jegs firm and secure. In
this arrangement of the braces it will be seen
they form, with the legs, separate truss-frames
to sustain the board at itshinged joining, and
were it not for this middle support the board
25 would be unsafe under the weight of the body.
In this truss action the corner abutments for
the legs and the locking-pins become impor-
tant factors in sustaining the board.

The elevated sectionof the board is provided
with a hinged head-rest, j, adjustably sapport-
ed by hinged arms &, and ‘the rest is prefera-
bly formed with an opening, as shown in Fig.
1.” At the outer corner of each hinged sec-
tion orframe the joiningis braced and strength-
35 ened Ly corner-irons [ on the outside and the

abutment-blocks on the inner side, as shown

in Fig. 5. ' The corner-irons are formed with

sockets m, which taper downward and stand

vertical, as shown in TFig. 6, and serve to re-
4c ceive posts n for supporting the canopy. These
posts are of unequal length, the shortest being
at the head of the board, and they are pro-
vided with buttons for the attachment of {he
canopy in horizontal and symmetrical relation
to the inclined board. The posts are tapered
to fit the corner-sockets, and when inserted
therein they are bound tight in vertical posi-
tions, and are removed from the sockets in
putting up the board, thus affording a firm
and convenient attachment for the canopy to
an inclined board.

2Q

30

45

50

The posts are preferably of walnat, turned,-

and comparativelylight, so asto springslightly

to keep the canopy taut when applied. ‘When

gg the board is put up the posts are placed as
" pins in the box. .

Tt is evident that the locking device may
be formed with the grooved pin on the round
of the legs and the lipped socket secured to

6o the brace.

I claim—

1. The frames a a, hinged at the under side,
the braces g g, hinged on opposite sides of
the frame-connecting hinges, and having at
their free ends a grooved or recessed pin, ¢ ¥,
and the round of  the legs d, having a lipped
socket, i i%, the said braces being adapted to
be sprung into said socket over its locking-lip
#, and to exert thereby a firm upward braeing
and supporting action upon the hinged ends
of the frames and an outward . force upon. the
legs and theirabutments e, all constructed and
combined for use substantially as described,
for the purpose specified.

9. In combination, the binged folding sec: 75
tions or frames, the hinged legs of unequal
length, the hinged braces, and the safety-lock-
ing device, consisting of a grooved or recessed.
pin carried by the brace, anda lipped socket
in the cross-bar of thelegs, adapted to receive
said grooved pin and form thereby an auto-
matic lock for the legsand for the braces when
the embalming and cooling board is in use,
substantially as described.

3. The binged folding frames & a, provided
with the corner-abutments e, the legs of un-
equal length hinged to said frames and sup-
ported by said abutments, the braces g, hinged
at the joining of said frames, the rounds of
said legs provided with lipped sockets i, and
the ends of said braces provided with recessed
or notched pins 4, constructed and combined
for use in a folding embalming and cooling
board, substantially as described.

4. The hinged folding frames a a, provided 95
with thecorner-irons I, formed with vertical ta-
pering sockets m, adapted to receive remova-
ble button-posts 7, having tapering ends and
of unequal length, forming a canopy-support,
substantially asdescribed,in combination with
binged legs of unequal length and the braces
for said legs, whereby the canopy is supported
in horizontal and symmetrical relation with
an inclined board.

5. A cooling-board consisting of the hinged
sections a@ a, provided with hinged legs of un-
equal length braced from the middle of said
board by automatic locking-braces, g g, the
tapering socket corner-irons ! m, the corner-
abutmentse, theadjustable head-rest,and posts
n, of unequal length, adapted to form aremov-
able canopy -support, the legs having the
greatest length supporting the head of the
board and the posts having the least length
supporting the head of the canopy.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two snbscribing

witnesses.
N. T. SHAW,
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Witnesses:
A. BE. H. JOHINSON,
J. W. HAMILTON JOINSON,




