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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. FRroST, of
Chelsea, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve-
ment in Horse-Blankets, of which the follow-
ing deseription, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification.

My invention relates to horse-blankets, and
has for its object to render them more durable
and eonvenient for use without proportional
increase in cost. : .

Horse-blankets as now commonly construet-
ed, especially those made of the cheaper grades
of material, frequently -open or tear along
their sides, owing to the longitudinal strain
imposed upon them, the longitudinal threads
of the fabric breaking before the fabricisreally
worn out, I have discovered, by employing a
longitudinal stay of stout webbing, sewed pref-
erably upon the inside of the fabric, that the
blanket is sufficiently strengthened to resist
parting -in this manner, and its durability
consequently greatlyincreased. This stay pref-
erably passes from one of the breast-straps to
the tail-cord, the said strap and cord being
fastened to the said stay, which thus receives
the entire longitudinal strain.

In order to render the blanket more con-
venient for use, I have attached the sarcingle
thereto, making it of a piece of webbing,
sewed in this instance aupon the inside of the
blanket. -

Figure 1 shows the outside of a blanket em-
bodying this invention, it being folded along
the middle or back seam; and Tig. 2 shows
the inside of the blanket spread out.

The main portion ¢ of the blanket, provided
with the breast-straps b 3 and tail-cord ¢, may
be of any usual shape and material. _

The blanket is provided with longitudinal
stays d, shown as formed of stout webbing,

. sewed preferably upon the inside of the blanket

from the tail-cord ¢ to the breast-strap b, both
of which are fastened to the said stay, which

thus receives the entire longitudinal strain to
which the blanket is subjected and relieves
the material of the blanket therefrom.
" The surcingle ¢ consists of a suitable piece
of webbing sewed upon the interior of the
blanket, passing transversely from, one to the
other of the stays d, which it preferably passes
beneath, the portions below the saidstays car-
rying the usual strap and buckle being pref-
erably disconnected from the blanket, so that
the latter may hang vertically down at the
sides of the horse, as usual. ’
Instead of running the stays d parallel with
the center of the blanket, as shown in Fig, 2,
it is obvious that they might be stitched to
the blanket diagonally from end to end; but

the plan shown in Fig. 2 is preferred.

By stitching the surcingle to the blanket
across its width the blanket is materially
strengthened in that direction.

The usual back seam, which forms the up-
per line of Fig. 1, affords sufficient strength to

that portion of the blanket, the latter being lia-

ble to part, as described, where thestrain is re-
ceived from the straps b b/, or, in other words,
between the back seam and edge of the blanket,
where the stays d are applied to prevent such
result.

I claim— .

The Dblanket and breast - straps and . tail-
cord therefor, combined with longitudinal
stays at each side of the blanket, extending
from the said breast-straps to the said tail-
cord, and with a sarcingle, ¢, stitched to the
blanket, all substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth,

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presenceof two sub-
seribing witnesses. )

- CHARLES H. FROST.

Witnesses:
G. W. GREGORY,
L. F. CoNNOR.
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