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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WALTER DOWNING, of
Van Orin, in the county of Burean and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and Improved
Trace-Carrier, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention consists prineipally of a trace-
carrier for harness, having such construction
that it is adapted to hold the side, back, and
crupper straps without stitching the straps
and without the use of extra buckles, rivets,
or other attachments. -

The invention also consists of the construc-
tion, arrangement, and combination of the de-
vices, all as hereinafter fully described.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my new and im-
proved trace-carrier. Fig. 2 is a similar view
of the bottom plate of the trace-carrier, show-
ing the means of holding the endsof the straps.
Tig. 3is a sectional elevation taken on the
line # « of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 1s a similar view
taken on the Tine 9 y of Fig.

A represents the upper part; of the trace-
carrier, and B represents the lower part there-
of, which parts are held together by the cen-
tral screw, D; and O C represent the hip-
straps; B, the back- strap; and F, the crup-
per-strap; the adjacent ends of all of which
are clamped and beld between the said plates
‘A and B.

The main portion b of the upper part, A, is
by preference made conical, and is cast with
the headed or undercut hooks a a, for bolding
the cockeyes of the braces, and with the ele-

vated guard or frame G, for preventing the ac-
cidental d1sengagement of the cockeyes from
the hooks and preventing the hair of the
horse’s tail and the lines of the harness from
catching in the hooks a-a. .

‘The under surface of the main portion b of
the part A is a flat plane surface, except that
the square recess f is formed in the center
thereof, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

The upper surface of the lower part, B, of

the device is formed with the square central '

so stud g, which is adapted to fit in the recess f

of the part A when the parts are secured to-
gether, and with - the radial recesses ¢ ¢, in
which the hip-straps are placed, and with the
radial recesses d d, in which the back-strap B
and crupper-strap F are placed.. These straps
and the hip-straps are by preference retained
in these recesses by means of the projections
4 4/, which reach into the recesses cand d and
engage with the notches ¢ 4, formed in the
straps, as shown in Fig. 2; but instead of us-
ing these projections ¢’ 7/, sultable pins or studs
may be used for holdmg the straps, or, for
greater seeurity, both the pins and the pro-
jections may be used, if desired.

H H represent guttered or recessed exten-
sions, attached to or formed with the bottom
plate, B, which extensions are formed at their
outer ends with the loops % I/, under or through
which loops the crupper- strap and the back-
strap, respectively, pass and rest in the said
guttered extensions, as shown clearly in the
drawings, for holding the straps from lateral
movement and from being bent short upward
or downward near the point where the notches
i 4. are made, _

The hooks a @ are formed so that the cock-
eyes can be taken off only by bringing the
cockeyes to a certain position which they can-
not assume of themselves, but must be carried
toward the tail of the horse by hand, so that
there will be no danger of the acmdental un-
hookmg of the traces when once properly
hooked in the carrier.

By securing the ends of the straps between
the parts A and B of the trace-carrier, it will
be seen that no rivets or buckles are requlred

and that the straps are held without the de-

cessity of ‘stitching the straps, and that they
can be removed and replaced at pleasure, thus
saving labor, time, and leather. Besides, the
device is cheap and durable.

Instead of forming the recesses ¢ ¢ or ddin
the bottom plate, B, the same might be made
in the lower surface of the upper plate, A
and not depart from the spirit of my mventlon
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Having thus fully described my invention, .

what I claim as'new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An 1mproved trace-carrier, consisting of
the upper plate, A, the lower plate, B, having
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radial recesses ¢ d in its upper surface and
projections ¢/ in said recesses, and clamping-
serew D, substantially as herein shown and
described. :

2. In a trace-carrier, the combination, with
the upper plate, A, and clamping-screw D, of
the bottom plate, B, provided with radial re-
cesses ¢ d, the projections 4/, and guttered ex-
tensions H H’, having loops 2 &/, substantially
as herein shown and described, and for the
purpose set forth.

3. In a trace-carrier, the combination, with
the upper plate, A, provided with the central
recess, f, of the lower plate, B, provided with
the central stud, g, the radial recesses ¢ d, and
the projections i/, and means for clamping
said plates together, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

4, The combination, with the straps CC, I,
and B, formed with the notches ¢ 4, of the up-
per plate, A, and the lower plate, B, the lat-
ter being constructed with the projections
i ', substantially as and for the purposes de-
seribed.

5. The combination, with the lower plate,
B, provided with the central stud, ¢, of the
upper plate, A, provided with the hooks a, the
central conical portion, b, the recess f, and the
frame G, and the screw D), substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

WALTER DOWNING.

Witnesses:
JaMes W, IsAAg,
W. W. STEVENS.
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