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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THERESE R. FIsSCH-
ER, of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Dress-Forms for the Use of Dress-Making
Establishmentsand others, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref-
erence being had to the annexed drawings,
forming part of this specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a
dress-form for the use of dress-makersin fitting
the waist, skirt, and train of a dress, or for ex-
hibiting a dress to advantage.

The invention consists of a dress-form of
suitable shape and size, made preferably of
willow or similar material, in the mannerhere-
inafter desecribed.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of my improved dress-form or figure-
stand, and Fig. 2 is a perspective of a figure-
frame made in two parts, showing the train-
supporter attached thereto. :

Dress-formsorfigure-standsfor dress-making
establishments have heretofore been made of
wire; but, owing to the difficulty of so arrang-
ing the ends of the wire that they will not
cateh in the fabrie, such stands are not adapted
forgeneraluse. Ithereforeconstructthestand
of willow, such as is used in the manufacture
of willow-ware in general,or of any other simi-
lar material. ‘

The figure consists of -a series of concentric
or elliptical rings, @ b, arranged in ahorizontal
position one above another, and connected
together by withes ¢ and slivers d, which are
wrapped about the withes and rings in such
manner as to bind them firmly together. The
rings are made of such relative sizes that the
figure will have the general shape of a wo-
man’s dress. The withesare extended slightly
above the part representing the bust, and are
cornected to a small ring, o/, in which is se-
cured a wooden disk, e. In.a perforation in
the disk is secured a standard or rod, f, which
passes through the center of the figure and
serews into a threaded perforation in the
base g. The base issupported by legs I above
the floor, in order that the figure may be ad-
justed in height by rotating it'with the stand-
ard. Besides the disk ¢ at the top, a disk'is

also to be used at the bottom to form a firm
connection between the standard and the fig-
ure; or, instead of the disk,a connection may
be formed by means of withes extended dia-
metrically across the rings and secured in po-
sition.

Thestandard fis provided with across piece,
i, connected thereto in such manner that it
shall slightly project through the figureat the
shoulders, and to the ends of this cross-piece
are secured elbows j, to support the sleeves of
the dress.

- To support the train of a dress, I employ a
frame, k, having the form of one end of an el-
lipse, and provided with hooks I, by which it
is to be conneeted to the lower ring, a, of the
figure, 80 as to occupy a horizontal position.
This frame is constructed with cross-pieces to
give it sufficient strength, and the figure may
be provided with loops, m, for the hooks. As
_shown in the drawings, I may sometimes con-

struct the figure in two removable parts to be
fitted together at the waist. Theadvantageof
thisconstruction is that in fitting the waistof a
dress,for instance, it ismore convenient to have
the part of the figure representing the skirt
removed, since the removal of thelatter allows
room for the hands i manipulating the goods.
When constructed in two parts, the figure is
to be provided with additional means for con-
necting it to the standard, in order that each
part may be supported independently of the
other, and when used together they may be
tied to each other by cords or secured in any
other convenient manner.

The upper end of the standard is provided
with a wooden socket-piece, n, screwing there-
on, and having a threaded socket, into which
screws a stem, o, having horizontal branches

This part of the figure-stand is designed

pection with the dress, to aid purchasers in
making suitable selections. '

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— o

1. The combination, with the standard f,
of the withes ¢, rings @ b, and slivers d, ar-
ranged substantially as described, and the

cross-piece 4, secured to the standard and pro-

for exhibiting other articles of apparel in con-.
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vided with elbows j, substantially as shown | of the dress form, substantially as shown and
and described. described.
2 The combination, with the withese, rings ;
a b, and slivers d, arranged as described, and THERESE L. FISCHER.
5 supported upon the :standard f, of the train- ‘Witnesses:
supporter k, of semi-elliptical form, having A. B. KERLIN,
hooks ! adapted to engage with the ringa | ANNIE R. GAITHER.




