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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER E. Mc-
CONNELL, & resident of the city of New Or-
leans, parish of Orleans, and State of Louisi-
ana, have invented a certain new and usefal
Improvement in Nut-Locks; and I do hereby
declarethe following to be afull, clear, and cor-
rect description of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification. .

My invention relates to that class of devices
which are employed for preventing the un-
loosening of screw-nutson threaded bolts; and
it consists of two plates constructed and held
together in proper positions, as hereinafter
fully deseribed,

The accompanying drawings show my in-
vention in connection with fish-bars and rail-
road-rails. It may, however, be used in con-
nection with the bolts used for any other pur-
pose. ,

On thedrawings, Figure 1 representsthe two

piecesof the device as when locked together.’

The said figure also includes a detached per-
spectiveview of the locking-key. Tig.2 shows
two rails connected together by fish-bars and
bolts, and my improved means for preventing
the unloosening of the nuts upon the latter,
Fig. 3.shows my device as constructed for se-
curing the nuts of three bolts, and Tig. 4
the said device constructed to hold the nuts of
four bolts. TFig. 5is a perspective view of the
key or locking plate employed in the latter
case, - .

The same letters designate corresponding

parts in the different figures.

The letter A designates the base-plate of the
device. This is provided with one or more
openings for the passage of the bolt or bolts,
the said opening made by pressing outward a

- portion of the metal b. This portion, however,

45

is not entirely-disconnected, but is held by a
narrow neck, so that it may be bent over and
hold a key. :

The key D is formed with one or both ends
bifurcated, or so formed as to straddle the cor-
ners of the nuts and engage the sides thereof.
If this portion of the device is to secure but

one nut, then its opposite end should be so eut
as to rest against a ridge formed on the base-
plate, as at c. The bifurcated end of the key,
if made single, or one of its ends, if made dou-
ble, as at Figs. 4 and 5, has a narrow slot, e,
formed in the corner or angle thereof, so it can
be slipped into proper position over the neck
of the plate,and in which position it is secarel y
held by bending the outwardly-pressed por-
tion over and against the same,

- To provide for securing single nuts the base- .
plate is farnished with a ridge, against which

one end of the key rests, as before deseribed,
and to provide for securing more than one nut
one or both of theendsof the base-plate should
be bifurcated, as at £ f7.

Instead of forming thé ends of the key to fit
two sides of the nuts, as described, the same
effect can be obtained by having the ends of
said-key Dso constructed as to fit against one,
three, or more sides of the same. In either
case the end of the key should be slotted, so
as to be slipped over the outwardly-pressed
portion of the plate A.

Having deseribed my invention, whatI claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—.

1. In a nut-locking device, a locking-plafe -

holder composed of base- plate A, provided
with an outwardly-pressed portion, b, whereby
a hole is formed for the passage of the bolt
and a means obtained for securing the lock-
ing-plate D in position, as described, and for
the purpose set forth.

2. Thelocking-plateholder herein described,
composed of base-plate A, provided with ridge
¢, and with an outwardly-pressed portion, b,
whereby a hole is formed for the passage of
the bolt and a means obtained for securin g the
locking-plate D in position, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto sign my
name. -

A. E. McCONNELL.

Witnesses:
H. P. SuMAN,
P. J. FINNEY.
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