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To all whom it may concery :

Be it known that I, JoEN J. COWELL, of
the city of Newark, in the county of Essex and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Rollers for
Trunks; and 1 do hereby declare that the fol-
lowingis a full, clear, and exact deseription of
the invention, which will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section through the
length of the roller, and Fig. 2 a vertical cross-
section through the roller.

My invention relates to trunk-casters ia
which the roller is hung in a plate having
pendent ears or lugs which project through a
plate on which the roller-plate rests; and it
consists, first, in providing the plate which
supports the roller-plate with lips for bracing
and strengthening the ears or lugs in which
the roller is journaled; and, secondly, in con-
structing the supporting-plate so that the lips

thereof will bear againstthe ears of the roller-’

plate with suofficient pressure to prevent the
two plates from becoming separated during
transportation before the caster is made part
of the trunk, and, for the attainment of the
same end, in having the pintle or axle of the
roller extend far enough from the ears to pre-
vent the roller-plate from slipping up through
the opening in the supporting-plate.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
indicates a cast or sheet metal plate, which I
denominate a ¢ supporting-plate,” and which
may be the lower wing of a trunk-cornereclamp,
B, having an opening made therein by slitting

the metal, or by both slitting and trimming

the same, so as fo leave two or more pieces
thereof free to be bent downward, thereby
forming two or more pendent lips, C. An-
other plate, D, called the “roller-plate,” made
of sheet or cast metal, is formed with two
pendent ears or lugs, 1, usunally made by slit-
ting the metal so that the portions between
the slits may be bent downward, thereby form-
ing the ears or lugs, WhlletheedrsF which form
partof theplate D, being those portlons thereof
remaining after the pieces forming ears E

"have been bent down, and by preference longer

than ears E, may be bent upward so as to form
ears G, that may be made to clasp the sides
of the trunk or trunk-cleat. The roller-plate

‘thus constructed is placed over the supporting-
plate A and the ears E passed through the

opening therein, the ears pressing tightly
against the walls of the opening, so that the

two plates will be held together and prevented

from slipping apart and becommg separated
during transportation. The ears E and lips
C are in contaet with each other, in order that
the ears may be braced and strengthened by
the lips, thereby the better preventing them
from becoming bent sidewise by blows re-
ceived during use.

The roller H is set and suspended between
the ears E by means of an axle or pintle, I,
extending through the roller and passed
through holes made in the ears E at a point
below the lips C, the ends of the axle or pintle
projecting far enough beyond the sides of the
ears to effectually prevent the separation of
the roller and supporting plates.

The parts constracted as described form a
strong and compact caster. - The one plate
braces the other, and the two will not become
separated during transportation. The ears G
strengthen the caster when affixed to the
trank, the parts being fastened to the trunk
by nails, screws, or other sunitable means.

Havingdescribed myinvention, what Iclaim
is— :
1. In a caster, two horizontal plates of sheet
metal, one provided with pendent ears for the
support of a roller and the other with lips for
bracing said ears, the two plates combined
substantially as described, whereby one will
rest on and a portion thereof project through
an opening in the other, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The sheet-metal supporting-plate A, pro-
vided with an opening and projecting lips, in
combination with the sheet-metal roller-plate
provided with ears projecting through the
opening in the supporting-plate, and prevented
from withdrawal therefrom by the axle of the

- roller, substantially as set forth.

3. A caster composed of two plates, D and
A, the former provided with ears E and G and
the other with lips C, the ears E projecting
through plate A, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

JOHN J. COWELL,

‘Witnesses:

OLIVER DRAKE,
P. J. INSLEE.
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