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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM §. HICKS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

COMBINED CHAIN-BAR AND PENCIL.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 260,888, dated J"uly 11, 1882,
Application filed May 17, 1882. . (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, W. S. HICKS, of New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain Improve-

ments in a Combined Chain-Bar and Pencil, of

which the following is a specificatiou.

My invention consists of & combined chain-
bar and pencil of novel construction, as here-
inafter more fully desecribed.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of device com-
plete, ready for use. Fig.2 is a side eleva-
tion, showing the pencil detached and Fig. 3
is a longitudinal section of the bar or case
which holds the pencil, the figures all being
enlarged to more clearlvlllustrate the construe-
tion.

Chain-bars for use in connection with wateh-
chains have heretofore been so constructed as
to contain pencils and other small implements,
the pencil orimplements sometimes being per-
manently attached to the bar and sometimes
being made detachable, the latter construction
being preferred for obvious reasons. When
made detachable, it has been the custom hith-

erto to make the chain-bar proper of the full

length required, and then insert the pencil or
other implement case within the bar, so that
it was entirely inclosed therein, witli the excep-
tion of so much of one end as was necessary
to enable it to be withdrawn from the bar.

Such a construction is expensive; and the ob-
jeet of my present invention isto en;lble thesé
articles to be made much more cheaply, and
at the same time have a neat appearance, so
they will answer all the purposes of the more
expensive articles. To aceomplish this object
I take a short tube, A, about one-third of the
length of the ordinary chain-bar, and insert
within it a thin metallic lining or tnbe, which
has a series of longitudinal slots, e, cut in it,
as shown in Fig.3,the uncut portions between
the slots being slightly bent inward, thus form-
ing a series of springs which shall create suffi-
cient friction on the case of the pencil B when
inserted within the tube A to hold it securely
in place and prevent it from beecoming acei-
dentally detached ‘or shoved out of position.
I then construct a pencil-case, B,of the proper
diameter to fit snugly within the tube A, and
of such-alength that when inserted it Wlll pro-
ject at each end of the tube A, as shown in
Fig.1. This case B,I prefer to make, asshown
in Fig. 2, of unlform diameter, with a small

annular projection, o, to serve as a stop, 30 as
toprevent it from being shoved toofar through
the tube A, this stop being so located that
when the pencil-case B is shoved in until the
stop o comes in contact with the end of tube
A the pencil-case B shall project an equal dis-
tance at each end of the tube A, thus giving
to the whole a symmetrical appearance and
making the projecting ends of the case B form
a part of the complete chain-bar, the parts A
and B together having the appearance of an
ordinary ‘chain-bar with its central portion of
greater diameter. The tube A is of sufficient
length to prevent it from being accidentally
drawn out of the button-hole when the pencil
is withdrawn for use, and when the pencil is
inserted the whole forms a bar of the usual
length, or even greater, and then serves to
hold the chain securely to the gurment.

The tube A may be made of metal, hard
rubber, celluloid, or any similar or suitable ma-
terial, and when thus used with a case, B, made
of gold or silver, the whole forms a very neat
and ornamental chain-bar, and one that can
bemademuch cheaper than the ordinary styles
of bar which have detachable pencils.

Itisobvious thatinstead of the ordinary pen-
cil-holding point, ¢, a tooth-pick, nail-cleaner,
car-spoon,or any similar small implement may

‘be substituted without in the least affecting

the appearance of the chain-bar when umted
as represented in Fig. 1, or at all departing
from the spirit of my invention. By these
means I am enabled to produce a neat and
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useful article at a reduced cost, and one that -

answers all the purposes of the more expen-
sive ones.

Having thus described my invention, Whab I
claim is—

1. A chain-bar consisting of the open-ended
tube A and a detachable pencil or other im-
plement case, B, arranged to fit therein and
project at each end thereof, substantially as
shown and described.

2. In'combination with the open-ended tube
A, the detachable case B, of greater length
when closed than the tul)e A, the said parts
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being constructed and arranfred for use sub-

stantially as shown and described.
WILLIAM 8. HICKS.
Witnesses:
W, H. SEMBLER,
0. R. WILCOX. *



