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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS H. BALL, a c¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at the city
of Chicago, in the county of Cook, in the State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Nursing-Corsets, which
are fully set forth in the following specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a nursing-
corset provided with my improvements. Fig.
2 is a side elevation of the front part of the
same. Fig. 3 is a detailed front elevation of
the improved breast-pocket with the adjoining
part of the busk-piece. Fig. 4 is a detailed
front elevation of the same with the several
layers of which the sections are composed sep-
arated. Tig. 5 is a detailed view of one lower
section of the breast-pocket with part of the
corresponding flap.

The same letters denote the same parts in
all the figures.

My invention relates to that class of corsets
which are specially adapted to the support of
thebréastduringlactation; anditconsists, first,
in a breast-pocket having in its lower middle
part a curvature distinet from that of the cor-
set-body, for the purpose of giving a horizon-
tal support to the breast; second,in a breast-
pocket composed in its upper part of overlap-
ping flaps arranged to turn down against the
lower part; and, third, in abreast-pocket hav-
ing its lower part adapted to give a horizontal
support to the breast, and provided with straps
attached to its sides for supporting this lower
part from the shoulder.

It consists, further, in the particular devices
and combinations of devices which will be fully
set forth hereinafter,and definitely pointed out
in the claims, the objeet of the whole being to
give a more perfect, comfortable, convenient,
and economically-constructed support to the
nursing-breast than is fornished by any corset
now in use. - .

In the drawings, A denotes each of two dis-
tinct sections, which constitute the lower half
of the breast-pocket. Tach of these, when in
place, is in form a spherical triangle, the
pattern when laid flat, as shown in Fig. 5, hav-

ing the side a, whicli is to adjoin the body of 5o

the corset, and the side a’, which is to adjoin
the other section A, both curved, the curve
shown in the drawings being a cirenlar are,
though the precisedirection of the curve might
be somewhat varied without materially affect-
ing the essence of the invention. The upper
side a* of the pattern may be straight,as it will
bend into the requisite curve when the other
two sides are attached in place. The two sec-
tions A being joined together on their sides o/,
and to the busk-section B and side section, C,
respectively, of the front part of the corset-
body on their sides a, they will together form
a spherical, or nearly spherical, segment, mak-
ing an angle with the corset-body and consti-
tuting a distinet pouch capable of holding up
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the breast and permittingitto retainits natural

shape. In the usual form of corset, on the

other hand, the breast-pocket curve is contin-
uous with that of the corset-body, though of a

-somewhat increased curvature, and its natural

tendency is to compress the breast of the
wearer intoa corresponding position relatively
to the thorax—a result specially undesirable
when the breast is expanded by lactation,

I make each of the sections A of three lay-
ers of linen or other suitable material. These
layers are shown in Fig,4separated from each
other, and are denoted by the letters A/, A2,
and A3 respectively.

The uppermost angle of each section A is
joined to the uppermost angle of the other by

-a strap, D, which should be long enough not

tointerfere with the breast of the wearer. The
points of attachment may Le slightly varied

‘without changing the effect, provided they are

so arranged as to support the entire lower di-
vision of the breast-pocket without pressing on
the breast To the middle of this strap is at-
tached another strap, E, long enough to pass
over the shoulder-and be attached to the back
of the corset.
length to suit the wearer by means of the eye-

.lets e at several points of its length, and the

hook ¢ on the strap D, or by other equivalent
means. By these straps the lower part of the
breast-pocket, and so, of course, the breast of
the wearer, are supported from the shoulder.
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This strap may be adjusted in -
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The length of the sides &’ of the sections A
is so proportioned that wwhen they are joined
the upper margin o? will be below the nipple
of the wearer. The corset thus does not in the
least interfere with the nursing of the child.

By supporting the breast-pocket from the
shoulder I am also enabled to dispensein this
part with whalebone or like material, which
in ordinary corsets is necessary to maintain
theshapeof the breast-pocket underthe weight
of the breast. I thus promote at once econo-
my in making and comfort in wearing.

I havethusfar deseribed thelowerpartof the
breast-pocket. The upper part I form of two
sections, I' and G, the latter similarin general
form to the lower sections, A, and each joined
to one of the lowersectionson its straight side
fand g. The two curved sides of each section
are free, so that both the upper sections can
be completely turned down for the purpose of
nursing a child. The form of the upper sec-
tion F is modified, so that its straight side f,
instead of meeting the side f7, which adjoins
the section G, intersects another and shorter
straight side, /7, which itselfintersects the side
/! and adjoins the upper side « of that lower
section to which thesection G isattached. The
section I is thus a four-sided figure, one side
being mueh shorter than the others.
sult of this is that the two sections I and G
overlap. By putting ahook, H, on the side s
and eyes J at two or more points on the upper
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margin of the section G, or by other equiva-
lent fastenings, the cavity which the two sec-
tions form may be made larger or smaller, so 3g
as to fit the breast.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a corset, a breast-pocket having near
its middle part a curvature distinet from that 40
of the corset-body, and adapted to render a
horizontal support to the breast, substantially
as described. :

2. In a corset, a breast-pocket having near
its middle part a curvature distinet from that 45
of the corset-body, and nearly horizontal in di-
rection, in combination with supporting-straps
attached at or near its sides, and connecting it
over the shoulder with the back of the corset,
substantially as and for the purpose deseribed. 5o

3. In a corset, a breast-pocket consisting of
a-lower partadapted to support the breast, and
an upper part composed. of flaps I and G of
generally triangular form, and each having
two free sides, substantialiy as and for the pur- 55
pose deseribed.

4. The lower part of the breast-pocket, com-
posed of the spherically-triangular sections A,
substantiallyas and for the purpose described.

THOMAS H. BALL.

Witnesses:
GEo. R. CUTLER,
THOMAS H. PEASE.
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