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To all whom it may concern :

Beit known that I, CHARLES O. LYNK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pern, in
the county of Miami and State of Indiana, have
invented certainnew and useful Improvements
in Baggage-Checks; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
tomake and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Myinventionrelatestocertainimprovements
in baggage-checks, hereinafter deseribed, and
specifically set forth in the claims.

Figure 1is a view of a baggage-check em-
bodying my invention, one side only being
shown, the other side being exactly similar in
mechanical construction, but bearing a-differ-
ent list of stations. Fig. 2 is a side view and
plan of a soft-metal rivet; Fig. 8, a represen-
tation of an implement used in attaching the
rivet to the check; and Fig. 4 is a companion
check to that shown in Fig, 1.

Like letters indicatelike parts in all the fig-
ures,

A represents the baggage - check proper,
which is made of sheet metal, and is provided
with the usual slots, a, for the reception of the
usual strap, B, which may be passed through
theupper one of said slotsfrom eitherside of the
check, thus covering or partly covering thelist
of stations on one side of the check, leaving the
list on the other side fully exposed to view, all
as clearly shownin Fig.1. At the head of the
check, and on each side thereof, is the name
of the road, or, in ease of a check for use on
several roads, the names of the roads on which
the stations, arranged in a column on the body
of the check, as shown, are located, and op-
posite each station is a perforation or hole, «/,
and at the foot of the check is a number, a2.

At Fig. 4is represented a cowpanion checlk,

G, which is provided with a single strap-slot,

@, and bears a like road name and number to
that borne by the check A.

D represents a rivet of soft compressible
metal—such as lead or pewter—which, by
means of the implement E, is securely fastened
to the check A by upsetting the body portion
of the rivet after it has been placed in one of

the holes a/, and by means of a die, e, a char-
acter or indieating-mark, d, (in this instance
the number of the station,) may at the time of
securing the rivet to the check be impressed
into or upon the head of the rivet. The outer
ends of the jaws of the implement B are ta-
pered to form cutting-edges ¢ ¢/, by means of
which the upset portion of an attached rivet
may be cut.off, and thus facilitate the removal
of the rivet from the check by means of the
reduced ends ¢® ¢ of the handles of the imple-
ment. a

This being the mechanical construction of
the meansemployed, the manunerand operation
of their nseare asfollows: Asthecheck is illus-
trated in Tig. 1 it is adapted for use on the
New York Central and Hudson River and the
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern railroads.
A passenger at Buffalo desires his baggage
checked to Syracuse. The baggage-man at the
former station inserts a rivet in the aperture
opposite Syracuse and fastens the same there-
in, and at the same time impresses the figure
“1” upon the head of the rivet, and delivers to
the passenger the companion cheek, bearing a
similar number to that of the check which has
been plugged or riveted by the baggage-man.
The main check is attached to the baggage, as
usual. On arriving at Syracuse the compan-
ion check is presented and by it the baggage
is identified, and the baggage-man at that sta-
tion, by means of the cutting-edges and han-
dles of an implement similar to that shown in
Fig. 3, removes the rivet without defacing its
mark and retains it as evidence of the station
from which the baggage came. By the re-
moval of the rivet the check is in condition to
be properly used in returning other baggage
to Buffalo, or sending baggage to any station
on the road or roads. Suppose the next ar-
ticle is to be checked to Chicago. The bag-
gage-man at Syracuse removes the strap and
inserts it from the N. Y. C. & H. R. side to the
L. 8. & M. 8. side of the check, and inserts a
new rivet and upsets it, impressing on its head
the number of his station.

Iam aware that checks have been perforated
and the attaching strap or a cord has been in-
terwoven in such manner as to indicate the
sending and receiving stations; and I am also
aware that checks have been made in parts
movable upon each other and temporarily held
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in desired relative positions to indicate said
stations by spring-seated pins, and do not
claim such as of my invention; and I concede
some advantages to the above-described con-
structions; but in my invention I secure ad-
vantages not obtained in them. IFor example,
a dishonest passenger, with or without collu-
sion with a baggage-man, could readily detach
the check and rearrangeit to indieate another
station than that to which the baggage was
originally checked; but when checked in ac-
cordance with my invention the passenger
would be, without collusion with the baggage-
man, unable to replace and properly stamp the
original rivet; and with collusion with the bag-
gage-man,if a newrivet were inserted, it would.
show that the baggagehad been rechecked by
the number which he must necessarily impress
upon the rivet and by the record of original
shipment usunally kept. Furthermore, in my
invention no straps, cords, or springs are used
as indicators, which might, in the rough hand-
ling of the baggage, become broken and disar-
ranged,and thus the destination and shipping-
point become unknown, while by the means

 employed by me such accidents cannot oeceur.
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1 am also aware that baggage-checks of pa-
per have been used and the destination indi-
cated by punching the same; but in this con-
struction subsequent punching of more distant
stations or the counterfeiting of the entire pa-

. pér check would open the way for fraidulent

shipment, while in my invention the checl it-

261,164

self, the rivet, and the implement having a

particular die are obstacles to the changingof 35

original shipments.

It will be readily seen that another advan-
tage attending the use of my invention is that
by having alist of stations on each check and
employing a removable rivet or indicator fewer
checks are required than where each check in-
dicates or is used for only one station, and
when once plugged or riveted the check and
itsindicator are practically unchangeable and
inerasible and non-destroyable by the rough
usage of travel or by the acts of dishonest per-
sons.
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Having described myinvention, what Iclaim -

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. The combination, with a baggage-check
having a list of stations thereon and provided
with a perforation opposite the name of each
of said stations, of a compressible soft-metal
indicator secured in one of said perforations,
substantially as shown and described.

2. Thecombinationof a perforated baggage-
check having the names of stations thereon,
and a compressed indicator secured within one
of the perforations and bearing an indicating-
mark, substantially as shown and described.

CHARLES O. LYNK.

Witnesses:
‘W. B. REYBUN,
ANDREW J. O’BRIAN.
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