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To all whom it may concern
Be it known that I, VVILLIAWI G. FOSTER,
a citizen' of the Umted States, residing in
Chieago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois,
5 have invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Pillow-Sham Holders, of which the
following is a specification.
My invention relates to improvements in
pillow-sham holders consisting of a frame to
ro which the sham is removably attached, which
frame is adapted to keep the sham smoothly
spread out and to be swung upon a pivot,
whereby the sham is lowered to its operative
position, or is raised above the same when the
15 Dbed is in use.
The objects of my invention are to provide
a pillow-sham holder which may be attached
to any ordinary bedstead, and which, when
lowered from its raised to its operatlve posi-
20 tion, may be swung clear of the pillows and
have its frame suspend the sham at the de-
sired angle and at the same time maintain the
sham in a smooth condition ; to provide a pil-
low-sham holder constructed Ofllght and cheap
2§ material and in such a-manner that it may be
taken apart and packed ina small compass for
handling or for sending through the mails; to
prowde a pillow - sham holder the frdme of
which may be readily and quickly adjusted to
30 adapt it to shams of varyingsizes; and,finally,
‘to provide a pillow-sham holder with a novel
form of pivoted bracketadapted to removably
hold arms connecting the bracket and frame,
and to be automatically locked when raised to
35 suspend theshamabove its operative position.
I attain these objects by devices illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in whieh—
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a pillow-
“sham embodying my invention ; Fig.2,a side
4o elevation of the same, showmor the holder se-
cured to the head of the bedstead or to an
upright and the sham frame lowered to its
operative position ; Fig. 3, an enlarged detail
of the sham-frame, showing the holder for the
45 corner extension-pins,and the bracket andits
attachment to the sham-frame; Fig. 4, a see-
tion through the pivoted bracl\et, and F]g 5,
an enlarged detail, partly in section, showmg
one of the extension-pins in its operative po-
5o sition.

(No model.)

The sham-frame of my device is preferably
constructed of wire, but may be of any other
material suitable for the purpose, and is made
in four detachable pieces, @ o/ b b/, connected
together by socket-tubes ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, which may be 55
rigidly secared to the-pieces a ¢’ for conven-
ience in putting theseveral parts together and
avoiding the loss of the tubes. Piecesa a’ are
provided at their center of length with eyes
d d,forming thebearings for detachable brack- 6o
et-arms, hereinafrer deqcrlbed by bending the
wire about itself, and similar eyes, ¢eee, are
formed in the same manner in the bends of
the wires b I/, constituting the corners of the
frame, said eyes eserving to give a spring-ten- 6¢
sion to the frame when the several parts are
connected together, and to form a suitable
base, supporting holders ff 1/, receiving ex- -
tension-pins.g g ¢ ¢ on lines radiating from the
center to the corners of the frame. 70

It will be observed that the extension-pins
are of substantially the same form as ordi-
nary hair-pins, so as to be sprung into their
bolders and be adjusted toward or from the
center of the sham-frame, so as to decrease or 75
increase the capacity of the frame, of which
they form a part, and adapt the same for shams
of varying sizes. The scope of this adjustment
may be increased by meaus of the sleeves con-
necting the frame together, and thus the size 8o
of the frame be varied to a very great extent,
and sufficiently under ordinary circumstances
without the aid of the adjusting-pin. This pil-
low-sham frame is connected by rods or arms
I I, baving bent ends passing through the 3j
eyes d d, with a bracket consisting of a pivoted
part, ¢, and rigid part %, the pivoted part ¢ hav-
ing a Y form, and provided with a pocket, I,
at the intersection of itsarms, and grooved lugs
m m at the extremity of its arms, its stem be- go
ing pivoted in the rigid bracket, and having
a cam - face, n, operating against a curved
spring, o, the operation of which will hereinaf-
ter be described. The arms &  are bent at
their intersecting ends, where they pass into gg
the pocket [, the curvature of these bends be-
ing such as to necessitate the springing of the
arms into the pocket and their respective
groove-lugs, as indicated in Fig. 3. To adjust
these arms to place in the bracket one of them 100
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is first placed in its operative position. The
other one is then held in a line outside of its
grooved lug, then set in the pocket and swung
around to its operative position in the lug.
The effect of thus swinging the arm is to Lring
the convexed ends of the bends in opposition
to each other, which has the effect of pressing
the body of the arm into the lug, or, in other
words, spreading the arms apart, and thus
locking them in the bracket. Bracket k is
provided with the usual lugs, and the bracket
7 is pivoted in these lugs by a rod or crank, p,
the bearing of which in the bracket ¢ is flat-
tened, so that while it forms a pivot it also
forms a crank for swinging the pivoted bracket
to raise and lower the pillow-sham frame, the
flattening of this erank in the bracket ¢ being
clearly shown in Fig. 4. The cam » upon the
pivoted bracket has a circular face and an an-
gular face, the circular face bearing against
the spring o when the bracket is dropped to
its operative position; but in swinging the
bracket upwardly the point of the cam presses
the spring downwardly, as indicated in dotted
lines in Fig. 4, so that when the bracket is
swung to an upward vertical position the up-
per or flat face of the cam will lie against tha
spring, which has then resumed its normal
position, and the result is that the bracket is
automatically locked and the sham held in a
vertical position adjacent the head-board and
out of the way of persons occupying the bed.

It is of course understood that the more con-
venient way of swinging the bracket and frame
is by the use of the crank p, and that while I
have shown a short erank adapted only for a
single pillow-sham holder it is obvious that a
longer crank might be used and operate two
holders simultaneously.

The rigid bracket may be screwed or other-
wise secured direct to the head-board; but 1
may use a cleat or bar secured to the end rail

of the bedstead, to which the bracket may be

attached, and thus avoid disfiguring the head-
board, as would be the case were the bracket
afterward removed. '

The cleat mentioned may be pivoted to the
end board of the bedstead and be held in an
upright position by a removable pin passing
through it above its pivot into the end board,
so that when it is desirable to temporarily dis-
pense with the use of pillow-shams the cleat
may be turned down out of sight, after having
first removed the pivoted bracket or the arms
h k and frame.

l
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By providing the frame with two pivotal
movements—namely, that upon its own axis
upon the arms » b and that of the swinging
bracket—it will be observed that the frame
may be elevated without reversing it, and con-
sequently wrinkling the sham, as would be the
case¢ if it were pivoted at its upper edge to
raise and lower, like a'leaf. Furthermore, this
construction enables the setting of the frame
at any desired angle, and also to adapt it to
operate over large pillows, as shown in Fig. 2,
as well as the ordinary size, the frame, with its
pillow-sham, serving at all times to hide the
bracket in its rear, for the reason that both
sham and frame project above it.

‘With the exception of the bracket, little or
no skill is required in the construction of the
holder, and the detachability of the several
parts enables it to be packed in a very small
compass for shipping by mail or otherwise,and
to Le readily and quickly put together for use,
in which condition it has all thedesired rigidity
and lightness for the purpose intended.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is——

1. A pillow-sham holder the sham-frame of
which is in sections detachably connected to-
gether by socket-pieces or tubes sleeved upon
and extending beyond their respective sec-
tions, whereby the extremities of said sections
are aligned with each other, substantially as
described. ‘

2. The combination, with the frame of a pil-
low-sham holder, of theadjustable supplement-
ary extensions arranged at the corners of the
frame, substantially as described.

3. Thecombination, with the pivoted bracket
and with the sham -{rame, of the removable
arms connecting said frame and bracket, sub-
stantially as described.

4, A pillow-sham holder the sham-frame of
which has two pivotal movements, one upon
its own axis and the other upon the axis of a
pivoted supporting-bracket, substantially as
described.

5. The combination, with a pivoted support-
ing-bracket provided with a circular and an-
gular cam-face, of a rigid bracket and a spring
adapted to lock said pivoted bracket in an ele-
vated position, substantially as described.

WILLIAM G. FOSTER.

Witnesses:

JNo. G. ELLIOTT,
WiLLiam C.  WHITING.
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