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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, IRA S. KINGSBURY
and GEORGE W. Prox, of Mouticello, in the
county of White and State of Indiana, have
invented certain new and useful Im provements
in Combined Iron and Couerete Fence-Posts;
and we do Lereby-declare the following to Le
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
the same.

Our invention relates to an improvementin |

combined iron and concrete fence-posts, the
objeet of the same Deing to provide a fence
that will bestrong and darablein stracture and
of comparatively small initial cost; and with

these ends in view our invention consists in”

certain details of construction and combina-
tions of parts, as will be more fally explained,
and pointed out in the claims. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view, showing a section of our new fence;
and Fig. 21is a perspective view of afence-post,

A represents the wrought angle-iron fence-
post, and B the concrete base iu which the iron
post is secured after or before the said base is
placed in position in the ground. The iron
post can be of any suitable size, and is pro-
vided with the slots ¢ and thé holes b, placed
at suitable intervals apart thronghout the en-
tire length of the post, for the reception -and
retention of the wires C.. These wires, barbed
or plain, rest in the holes b in the post A, and
can, if desired, be stretched throughout the
entire length of the fence before they are
locked in the posts; or they can be locked in
the respective posts as they are placed in po-
sition by simply bringing the opposite jaws of
the slot a into close contact by meaus of a
hammer.

The concrete base or feet of the posts B are
made of Portland or other suitable cement,
sand, and gravel, combined in‘suitable propor-
tions with water, and mixed and tamped in
suitable molds.. A hole sufficiently large for
the reception and retention of the post is
formed in the upper face of the Dbase during
the process of molding, in which the lower end

of the postis secured in the usual way with
cement, lead, or sulphur.

If desived, we cansecarethe postto the base
during the process of molding ; but the post

secured as before described answers all the

necessary purposes.

A metallic baud or collar, D, is embedded
around the top of the base B, which prevents
the said base from splitting. This eollar D can
also be secured in position to the base daring
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the operation of molding the same, or it can -

be secured thereto after the base is molded by
shrinking or ctherwise. )

We make the bases of the corner-posts
slightly larger than those of the remaining
posts—say five inches square at the top and
gradually tapering to six or eight inches at the
bottom—so as to better withstand the oblique
strains thereon, while the other or intermedi-
ate posts we prefer to make about five inches
square at the top and tapering outward to

‘about six inches at the point d, and then taper-

ing inward from that point to the bottom of
the posts, where they are abount two inches
square. The taper from the top to the point d
is to enable the base to better resist the tend-
ency of frost to move it upward, as the ground
freezes first at the surface, and is consequently
the hardest at that poiut. The longer these
improved bases are in the ground the harder
they become.

Any suitable number of barbed or plain
wires are strung on the post, and are secured
therein in the manner before deseribed.

The posts can be set from four to five rods
apart, and the wires between the posts are
strengthened and held in position by the stay-
strip B. Thesestay-strips Eare made from com-
mon stake-iron, with holes and slots punched
therein at suitable intervals apart, into which
the wires are put and secared against dis-
placement,

To further strengthen the fence, and to pro-
vide means for equalizing the pressare on the
posts, we have placed diagonal braces F Dbe.
tween the corner-posts and the posts onthe op-
posite sides thereof. The first braces, or the
braces. between one corner-post and the two
posts on the opposite sides thereof, are con-
nected to the corner-post just above the base
and extend diagonally upward, and are con-
nected to the tops of the adjacent posts, while
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the next braces are connected to the second
posts, near the bottoms thereof, and extend di-
agonally upward and are connected to the top
of the third posts. These braces can, if de-
sired, stop here, or they can be continued
throughout the entire length of the fencing,
and they can be secured to the wires in the
passage from one post to another, or be free
therefrom.

If desired, our improved concrete bases can
be used with wooden posts; but we prefer to
make the fence entirely of metal and concrete,
as all danger of its taking fire is obviated.

Our improvement is simple in constraction,
can be manufactured and placed in position at
a comparatively small initial cost, and is more
durable than the ordinary wood fence, or the
combined wood and iron fences now generally
used. '

261,834

Having fully described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combination, with the metallic post A,
of the concrete base B, made outwardly taper-
ing from its upper end downward and from its
lower end upward, the tapering portion at the
upper end serving to prevent the vertical dis-
placement of the base, substantially as set
forth,

In testimony whereof we have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses.

IRA S. KINGSBURY.
GEORGE W. PECK.,

Witnesses:
DANL. D. DALE,
J. BREORLEY.
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