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JOHN F. HEADY, OF GHENT, KENTUCKY,

SEED-SOWER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 262,041, dated August 1, 1882,
Application filed April 7, 1882. (No model) - '

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jomn . F. HEADY, of
Ghent, in the county of Csrroll and State. of
Kentucky, have invented a new and nseful Im-
provement in. Seed-Sowers, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, formin g part of this specification, in
which similar lettersof reference indieate cor-
respounding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improvement,
thecover being removed, T g. 2 1% a sectional
side elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a bottom
view of a part of the same.

The ohject of this invention is to facilitate
the sowing of tobacco-seed, cabbage-seed, tur-
nip-seed, and other small seeds, and promote
aceuracy in such sowing; and the invention
consists in the pecnliar- construetion and ar-
rangement of parts, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed.

A represents the shell,and B the endsof the
seed - box. The lower part of the shell A is
made in eylindrieal form, and its upper part
is vertical, as shown in Fig. 2. The ends B.
are made with inwardly-projecting flanges B/
along their edges to form a seat for the ends
of the shell A, and are secured in place by
spring - catches C, attached to the-said shell
and engaging with the outer sides of the said
ends. By this construction the spring-catches
O can readily be disengaged from the ends B
to permit the parts to be separated for the pur-
pose of transportation or repair, and can be
readily put together when desired.

D are the drive-wheels; the hubs of which
are connected with the axle B by set-serews or
other suitable means that will allow the said
wheels to be readily detached when required.
The axle E passes througlt and revolves in
bearings in the centers of the circular partsof
the ends B, so as to pass through the center
of the cylindrieal part of the shell A,

To the axle B, within the shell A, are at-
tached a number of disks, T, of such a size as
to revolve freely, and to theedges of which are
attached rods G. The disks F and rods G

thus formastirring-reel to agitate the seeds, so
that they will readily pass out through the dis-
charge-apertures H in the bottom of the seed-
box A B. The disksFalsoserve as partitions

to separate the seed-box A B into compart-
ments, to prevent all the seed from settlin g to-
ward one end of the seed-box should the said
seed-box be inclined toward either end by one
of the wheels passing over a clod or other ob-
struction.

In the bottom of theseed-box A Bareformed
two or more rows of discharge - apertures, H,
of unequal size, so that either row of apertures
can be used, as the size of theseeds to be sown

.may require.

1is a plate curved to fit upon the outer sur-
face of the cylindrical bottom of the seed-box
A. B, and which is held against the bottom of
the said seed-box by bands J, passing around

‘the lower part of the shell A, and secured at

their ends to the front and rear sides of the
said shell. With this construction the valve-
plate I can be-adjusted by sliding the said
plate laterally between the shell A and bands
J. Tothe end partsof the plate I are attached
springs K, which are bent so that their free
ends will press against the outer surfaces of
the flanges of the seed-box ends B, and thus
keep the plate I in place when adjusted.

To theends B of thesced-box are attached the
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ends of two bars, L, which I prefer to make of

half-round iron. At the forward side of the
seed-box A B the bars L are bent inward or
toward each other, and opposite the center of
the said seed-box the said rods or bars are
bent to the rearward, so that the ends of the
two bars L will fit against each other and to-
gether form around shank, which-has a screw-
thread entupon it to fitinto the serew-thread in
the ferrule or socket M, attached to or formed
upon the end of the handle N. The handle N
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has a_cross-bar, O, or other hand - piece at- -

tached toits rear endfor the convenience of the
person pushing the machine. forward to sow
the seed. _ T ‘

To the.lower part of the forward side of the
shell A of the seed-box is attached the upper
edge of a plate, P, which projects downward
and is curved tothe rearward, asshown in Fig.
2. The plate P is designed to serve asa guard
to prevent the discharge-openings H from be-
coming clogged by the contact of soil with
the bottom of the seed-box. ‘

To the forward edge of the shell A is hinged
the forward edge of thecover Q, which is made
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with an outwardly-projecting flange along its
side and end edges to fit into the mouth of the
seed-box A B. With this construction, when
a small quantity of seed is to be placed in the
seed-box A B the said seed can first be placed
in and distributed along the cover Q, which

seed, when the said cover Q'is closed, will'low |

into the seed-box and be evenly distributed
therein.

I amn aware that wind-guards are not new,
and I therefore lay no claim, broadly, to such,
my invention in wind-guards being confined to
the precise construction and arran gement of
parts as pointed out in the claims.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— ~

1. In a seed-sower, a seed-box cousisting of
a shell having perforations in its bottom'and

flanged ends detachably secured together by |

springs on the shell engaging with the ends;

substantially as herein shown and described. :

2. In a seed - sower, the combination, with

the seed-box consisting of theshell A, provided: i

with two or more rows of holes of unequal size
in its'bottom; and the ends Bj.of the valve-
plate I, the bands J, and the springs K, se-
cured to the shell, and their free ends resting
on the ends, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. In a seed - sower, the combination, with
the seed-box A B, of the curved guard-plate P,
rigidly secured to the forward side of the seed-
box and projecting down below the bottom of
the said seed-box, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth. v

4. In a seed-sower, the seed-box A B, pro-
vided with discharge-apertures H in its bot-

‘tom, the hinged cover Q, and the curved guard-

plate P, and the valve-plate I,in combination

“with the wheels D, the axle E, and the stirring-
-reel F' G, formed upon the axle, substantially

as and for the purpose: set-forth.-

_ JOHN F, HEADY.

Witnesses: '
Wu.. WHITEHEAD;.
S: C. MONTGOMERY.
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