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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES T. SARGENT, of
Cleveland, county of Cuyahoga, State of Oth,
have inv ented or discoverad a new and useful
Improvement in Wash-Boards; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, con-
cise, and exact description thereof, reference
being had totheaccompanying drawings, mak-
ing a part of this specification, in which—like
letters indieating like parts—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of certain
detached portions of a wash-board, but with
one end of the protector broken away, the bet-
ter to illustrate features of description and
operation bereinafter described ; and Fig. 2 is
alongitudinalsection of the board to areduced
suale, but with the lower end broken away;
and Fig. 3 is a detached sectional view through
one of the side bars and the eund of the head-
piece in the plane of its fastening; and Fig. 4
is an inside face view of the upper end of one
of the side bars with the head orcap piece and
cross-bar sectioned, and showing an oblique
arrangement of grooves for the reception of
the brand-board..

My invention relates more particularly to
certain improvements in what are commonly
known as ‘‘double-faced wash - boards,” by
which I mean a wash-board having two rub-
bing-faces on opposite sides of the board; but
certain features of it may also be employed on
wash-boards having but a single rubbing-face,
as will hereinafter be more fully set forth.

On single-face wash-boards protectors have
been used for the purpose of protecting the
garments of the operator as against splashing
of water; and my invention has for its object
the adaptation of a suitable protector to the
requirements of the double-face board; and
this I accomplish by making what is some-
times called the ‘¢ brand-board” reversible, so
that, the brand-board and protector being re-
versed in position, either rubbing-face may be
used at pleasure; and in adapting these fea-
tures of'improvement to such boards I have
also made other improvements as regards the
fastening devices, removable head-piece, &e.,
which will be fully explained.

In Fig.2the rubbing-faces on a double-faced
wash - board 'are represented at A and A'.
These rubbing-faces may be of any known or
suitable construction.” The supporting-back

A? may be inserted between:them, and their
lateral edges are supported in the usual way
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by side bars, B B/, which bars extend at their
upper ends to about the usual distanece,where
they are connected by the head-piece D. The
usualcross-bar, H,isinserted at the upper ends
of the rubbing-faces.

The ¢“brand-board?” a, so called partly be-
cause the manufacturer’s brand is usually
placed thereow, which usunally constitutes the
back of the upper part from above the eross-
bar H, as in the presentinvention, is made re-
versible, and to that end its Iateral edges a® are
properly shaped and slidereadilyin groovesec,
made on the inner faces of the side bars, B B’.
These grooves extend down the side bars a
suitable distance, and are made in such rela-
tionship to the other parts of the board that
when the brand-board a is inserted in either
of the upright grooves its lower end, «/, will
extend at least down to, or preferably alittle
below, the upper edge of the cross-bar H, and
also will leave a small opening, a? Dbetween
the lower end of the brand-board and the
cross-bar H, As a result of this feature of
construction, provision is made for the drain-
age of water from above the cross-bar H as
well as for a soap-receptacle thereon, and also
water is prevented from splashing over be-
tween the brand-board a and the cross bar H,
so that the garments of the operator are prop-
erly protected. The brand-board « is by pref-

erence securely fastened to the head-piece D,

and this head-piece at each end is connected
with the upright ends of the side bars, B B/,
by removable fastening of any suitable con-
struction, suca that the head-piece may at
pleasure be removable; and this is done by
loosening such fastening, taking out the head-
piece D, and withdrawing the brand-board «,
turning and reversing that in position, and
sliding the brand part ¢ down the other pair
of grooves in the bars B B’, after which the
fastenings may Dbe replaced and the wash-
board will be in condition for use on the oppo-
site face.
In illustration of my improvement I have

added the form of protector shown and de-
scribed in Patent No. 223,338, of January 6,
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1880, except that as to its connection with the -

side bars, B B,

As one sunitable form of fastening for con-.

necting the head-piece D with the side bars of
the frame, I have shown a perforated tenon,
e, on each side bar, which enters a mortise, ¢,
on the ends of cross-piece D, so that pins s,
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passing through suitable holes, as shown, will
fasten them together In position; but these
pins, if made free to come out, are liable to be
lost. Hence 1 attach them permaunently to
the head-piece D by making each one with a
flattened side, ¢/, but leaving the heads or ends
of full diameter, and then insert a nail or pin,
§%, through the end, say, of the head-piece D,
g0 that such pin or nail shall lie against the
flattened side of pin s, and as the latter is re-
moved may come against the lip or shoulder
§® (see Tig. 3) aud prevent the entire removal
of pin s. Henee it will be seen that the pin s
may be so far removed as to permit the head-
piece D, with the brand-Dboard a attached
thereto, to be removed and reversed, as above
described, and still leave the pin in proper po-
sition to be again inserted as soon as the re-
movabledevicesabovereferred toare replaced.

Grooves #» may be made on the inner faces
of side bars, B B/, in which a bearing, #/, of the
protector may slide and be seated.

As regards the protector d, I do not limit
myself in my present invention to this, as any
other form or construction of protectors capa-
ble of attachment to the head-piece D or to a
brand-board so as to De reversible therewith
may be substituted therefor, and all protec-
tors having the mechanical features above de-
scribed are included herein as the mechanieal
equivalents of the protector d; and while 1
have shown one suitable construction of fast-
ening device by which to secure the head-piece
D to the side bars of the board, and also per-
mit reversing, as set forth, I do not limit my-
self in this respect, since other known fasteu-
ing devices which give a like capacity of re-
moval and reversal and replacement may be
substituted for those shown—as, for exam-
ple, a spring-catech way be substituted or a
hook and staple or one end of head-piece D
may be pivoted or hung to one side bar and
the removable fastening be added to the other
bar; but in such latter ca<e the brand-board a
will not be secured to the head-piece D, but
will be made separate from it. In such case
the head-piece D will be unfastened at one end
and thrown out of position, aud the braud-
board a drawn out of its grooves,and the head-

‘piece refastened.

It is not essential that the grooves ¢ ¢’ be
made, as shown, parallel with each other and
whollyoutside the planes of the rubbing-faces.
While the lower ends of such grooves should
come outside the cross-bar H, they may con-
verge, and, in fact, come together at their up-
perends,asillustrated in Fig.4; butin such case
the brand-board will not ordinarily be rigidly
attached to the head-piece D, but may be made
separate, or the two may be connected to-
gether by a hinged joint.

I am aware that it is not new to arrange a
brand-board in a wash-board frame so that it
may swing (without removal) from one to an-
other of two positions of use; nor is it new to
connect a protector and back board rigidly to-
gether angularly to each other, so that what

262,130

is a back board to one rubbing-face will be a
protector to the other. Such constructions, as
shown in existing patents, are hereby dis-
claimed; but I am not aware of any previous
construction in which the brand-board and pro-
tector, or either of them, were removable and
reversible, or reversible by any construction
which involved removability, and such feature
of construction I believe to have important
advantages.

In the preferred form or construction the
grooves ¢ ¢’ will be arranged in parallel pairs—
one pair, as shown, in the plane, approxi-
mately in, or a little above or outside of, the
plane of one rubbing-surface and the other
pair in like position as regards the other rub-
bing-face; but this is not absolutely essen-
tial; nor is it essential as regards some of the
elements of advantage that the lower ends of
the grooves ¢ ¢’ be made outside the plane ot
the rubbing-surfaces or outside the cross-bar
H, since, if a deep soap-receptacle is not de-
sired, the lower ends of the grooves may be in
any desired planes outside a plane passing at
or about midway between the rubbing-sur-
faces.

I ¢laim herein as my invention—

1. In a wash- board frame, two pairs of
grooves, one pair lying wholly or chiefly on
one side of a plane passing at or about mid-
way between the rubbing-faces of the board,
and the other pair being in like position as
regards the same plane, but on the other side
thereof, in combination with a reversible slid-
ing brand-board capable of being removed at
pleasure from either pair of grooves and in-
serted in the other pair, substantially as set
forth.

2. In a double-faced wash-board, a remov-
able and reversible brand-board, «, adapted to
be set, by suitable grooves, in a separate po-
sition as regards the opposite rubbing-faces
of the waslh-board,and in either snch position
extend a little below the upper back edge of
the cross-bar H and a little distance from it,
substantially as set forth.

3. In a double-faced wash-board, the com-
bination of a removable head-piece, a reversi-
ble brand-board, and two pairs of grooves in
the inner faces of the side bars, whereby to
adapt the position of the brand-board for use
with the opposite rubbing-faces of the wash-
board, substantially as set forth.

4. In a double-faced wash-board, a remov-
able head-piece and a reversible protector,
combined substantially as set forth, whereby
the protector shall be reversed or reversible
by or on the removal of the Lhead-piece.

5. In combination with a wash-board, a re-
movable head-piece,areversible protector, and
a reversible brand-board, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand.

Witnesses: JAMES T. SARGENT.

J. M. GORHAM,
E. J. LATIMER.
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