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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, W. E. GRISHAM, of Selma,
in the county of Drew and State of Arkansas,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Whiffletree-Hooks; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
beinghadtotheaccompanyingdrawings, which
form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to whiffletree-hooks
or deviees for connecting the traces to the ends
of a single-tree and the latter to the double-
tree or to the wagon ; and it consists in certain
improvements in the construction of the same,
which will be hereinafter fully deseribed with

‘reference to the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a whiffletree hav-
ing my improved attachment, and Tig. 2is a
section on the line z x.

A represents the single-tree, and B B are
straps bolted or otherwise secured around the
ends of the same, and having forwardly-pro-
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strap, B, having rearwardly-projecting ends,
forming the bracket C, is bolted or otherwise
secured centrally upon the single-tree. Be-
tween the brackets C C of each of the straps
is pivoted a pair of flat sheet-metal links, D D,
arranged oue above and covering or overlap-
ping the other, so as to form virtually a dou-
ble link of great strength, and having their
opposite sides provided with slots E. When
the links D D are spread apart, as shown at
one place in the drawings, the said slots will
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register, so as to permit the insertion of a cock-
eye or bolt, which, by simply closing the links
together, is safely retained in position.

To detach the traces or the whiffletree, it is
necessary to spread the links D apart until the

slots E again register. Hence it isimpossible-

for any of the parts-to become detaclhed by ac-
cident.

My improved whiffletree attachment is ex-
ceeding simple in construction, safe, durable,
and easily manipulated.

I am aware of the patent to Santce, No.
153,497, July 28, 1874, and I disclaim the con-
struetion therein shown. By my improved
construction the links are at all times closely
in contact, one above the other, and they can-
not be shaken apart so as to permit the trace
to become detached. _

Having thus deseribed myinvention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States—

The combination, with the whiffletree A, of
the strap B, having brackets C C, and the flat
sheet-metal links D D, pivoted permanently
between said brackets, one above and cover-
ing the other, with which it is in close contact,
thus forming virtually a double link, said links
being provided on opposite sides with slots E,
as and for the purpose set forth. '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM EDWIN GRISHAM,

Witnesses:

GEo. R. CLAYTON,
R. A. PICKENS.

40

45

50

55

6o




