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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JOEN VINCENT, of St.
James, in the county of Manitou and State of
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Rowlocks; and I hereby de-
clare that tbe following isa full, clear, and ex-
act description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of thisspecification. ;

The nature of this invention relates to cer-
tain new and useful improvements in the con-
struction of rowlocks of that class wherein
thole-pins are employed; and the invention
consists in the peculiar construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of the parts,all as more
fully hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure lisa
vertical sectional view of my improvement.
Tig. 2 is a bottom view of the same.

A represents a plate,which is designed to be
rigidly secured to the gunwales of a boat by
any proper means. This plate is provided with
the studs a, between which is formed the semi-
circular recess b, in which the oar when in use
is designed to rest.

B represents the thole-pins, which are hol-
low a portion of their length and extend down
through the studs a, each of the thole-piuns in-
closing coil-springs O, the lower endsof which
rest upon stops d, which are secured to the
plate A in the recesses ¢ in the under face
thereof, the thole-pins being slotted at x, so
that they can be depressed within the studs a,
as hereinafter described, while a suitable open-
ing through the lower end of the thole-pins
prevents their being thrown out by the expau-
sion of the springs C.

D representsastop-bar, placed longitudinally
in the recesse¢, and is designed to engage with
notches in the side of the thole-pin when the
latter is depressed, so as to retain the thole-
pin in such depressed position, this bar D be-

ing operated by a suitable spring, E. This bar

D s also provided with across-bar, F, which is
secured to said bar Databoutthe center there-
of, the ends of the bar T projecting slightly
through the walls of the recess in the bottom
of the plate A.

In practice the thole-pins,shounld they come
in contact with any object or should a sailor
fall upon them, will be depressed or give away
under such contact, and not be liable to be
broken, as where the thole-pin is used asin
the ordinary manner, and when not in use
they can be depressed withinthe studs b, when
the spring stop-barD will engage with a recess
in the side of each thole-pin, as shown in dot-
ted lines aty ¥, Fig. 2,and retain them in such
depressed position, and they are not liable to
be lost, and are ready for use at any moment
by releasing their engagement with the stop-
bar. .

What I claim as my invention is—
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1. A rowlock having two vertically-sliding -

thole-pins supported on springs, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

2. In a rowlock, the combination, with the
plate A, of the sliding thole-pins B, and the
springs C, substantially as described.

3. In a rowlock, the combination, with the
plate A, of the hoilow sliding thole-pins B,
having slots z, the stops d, the springs C,and
a suitable locking device, substauntially as de-
seribed.

4. In a rowlock, the combination, with the
plate A and the studs @ thereof, of the hollow
sliding thole-pins B, having slots @, the stops
d, the springs U, the bar D, adapted to engage
with recesses in the thole-pins at y, the bar I,
and a spring, B,all constructed and operating
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN VINCENT.
Witnesses:

WiILLIAM GIBSON,
HARRISON MILLER.
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