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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, HENRY O. DETERT, of
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in-

- vented a new and Improved Carpet-Stretcher,
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of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description.

This invention consists of a pair of jaws to
grip the edge of the carpet,mounted upon one
end of a little stock, which has points at the
other end to secure foothold on the floor, the
Jjaws and the stock being so arranged that, the
carpet being turned back under itself at the
edge and over the jaw end of thestretcher and
gripped in the jaws, and the pointsof the stock
set in the floor under and back of the edge of
the carpet, pressure on the stretcher causes
the jaws to swing and stretch the earpet, and
the tension of the carpet tightens the jaws on
it and also insures the foothold of the stock
in the floor.

The invention also consists of points, in com-
bination with the jaws, that may be used or
not in connection with them for holding the
carpet more securely than the jaws alone will
hold it, all as hereinafter deseribed.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
carpet-stretcher, with dotted lines showing the
manner of gripping the carpet, also with dot-
ted lines showing the position of the movable
jaw when open. Fig. 2 is a plan of the im-
proved carpet-stretcher with the jaws open,

" and Fig. 3is a sectional elevation of the mova-
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ble jaw.

A represents the stock, which consists of a
little metal skeleton plate about ten inches
(more or less) long and about three wide, hav-
ivg points B at one end sunitably for seeuring
foothold on the floor for a fulerum, and at the
other end said stock is constructed with the
bevel serrated face C for the stationary jaw.

D represents two curved arms projecting
from the side of the stock back of the upper
edge of serrated face C, then turning forward
and downward in front of and below said ser-
rated face, as clearly shown in Fig. 1, to sup-
port the pivets E of the movable jaw F, which
has serrated face @&, corresponding to face C,
and it also hasits baclk Hconstructed onabout

the same curvature as that of the arms D, so
that when the carpet is engaged by the jaws
and drawn back over them, ag represented by
the dotted lines Q in Fig. 1, the tension of the
carpet will cause it to press jaw I' tightly
against jaw C.-

Between the face G and back H of jaw T,
which is of skeleton form, there is a bar,J, ex-

-tending from side to side of the jaw and piv-

oted to the rod E, which forms the pivot of
jaw F, which plate isarmed with pointedspurs
K, which are to project through openings in
the back H when it is desired to grip the car-
pet more powerfully than the jaws alone will
do. They are made to project, when required
to do so, by the lateh I, pivoted to it at M,
and dropping down into the position shown by
the dotted lines, Fig. 3, when the points K are
thrusb out, so as to firmly secure them in that
position by resting against the back of face G.
‘When the points are required not to project
the latch is shifted into the position represent-
ed by the full lines in Fig. 3, when the bar J
is shifted back, as there shown also in full
lines, and where the devices are secured by a
spring, N. In this example the face G is made
separately from the rest of jaw F, and is se-
cured thereto by ears O and rivetsP ; butthey
may be constructed together in one piece, if
desired. -

The operation of the device is as follows:
Suppose one end of the carpet to be secured
to the floor. Then hold the stretcher in one
hand, with the points B of the prongs down
and toward you, with the jaws elevated and
open. Then pass the opposite or free edge
of the carpet under two curved arms, D, and
resting on the stationary jaw C. Then close
the movable jaw I’. The stretcher is then
turned over from you, under the carpet, and
set into position, with the prongs B resting on
the floor, with the carpet above it. The outer
end of the stretcher is then brought down up-
on the floor, the points Bacting as pivots,and
the stretcher as a stretching-lever.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination, with stock A, having
points B, serrated face C, and arms D, of piv-
oted jaw I, having serrated face G, substan-
tially as deseribed.
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2. The combination of the adjustable bar J,
having points XX, with jaw If, substantially as
described. :

3. The combination of the adjustable bar J,
having points K, with jaws I C and stock A,
substantially as described.

4. The combination of lateh L. with the point-
ed adjustable bar J and jaw If, substantially
as described.

5. The combination of latch Liand spring N

with the adjustable pointed bar J and jaw I,
substantially as described.

6. The stock A for a carpet-stretcher, hav-
ing points B, serrated face C,and arms D, con-
structed and arranged substantially as de- 15
seribed.

HENRY O. DETERT.

Witnesses:

EpwARD D. LANDERS,
Epwin J. Scorr.




