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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HENRY T. THOMAS, of
New Rochelle, in the county of Westchester
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Combined Picture-Exhibitor and
Portfolio, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

The object of my invention is to furnish a
portfolio for holding pictures, plates, maps, or
charts, which will dispense with the use of an
easel, and also for conveniently carrying and
displaying pictares, plates, maps, charts, &e.

To these ends my invention consists in
the easel-portfolio hereinafter described and
claimed. :

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective of my improved ar-
ticle, and Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the same
in an open position. :

The portfolio’ proper consists of the stiff
boards « a, forming the two sides and united
by a flexible hinge portion, 5. The boards may
be of any snitable size and material. ¢is a
board of similar size and material, attached by
a flexible hinge-piece, d, to the outer edge of
one side, a, so as to form a folding or hinged
leaf at the back of the portfolio.

€ ¢ are tapes connecting the board ¢ to the
back side a of the portfolio, so as to limit the
extent to which the leaf can be opened. By
this construction the hinged leaf ¢ forms a sup-
port for retaining the back side @ in a nearly
upright position, as shown in Fig. 2, In this
position the back board @ and leaf ¢ serve as
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an easel, on which the pictures or plates are re-
tained in a eonvenient position for inspection.
The front board « is to be turned down in

front of the easel for receiving the pictures as

they are turned over.

When closed together the article serves as
a portfolio for use in the usual manner to pro-
tect the pictures, plates, &c., while being car-
ried or otherwise.

This device is simple and convenient, and
obviates the necessity and expense of an easel.
It is also especially adapted for travelers, and
can be readily set up on a table or desk to dis-
play the pictures or other contents to the best
advantage without the necessity of being held
by the hands or otherwise supported.

I am aware that a picture case or frame has
been provided with a hinged back and flexible
connecting-bands, the said back being pro-
vided with flaps adapted, when the back is
closed upon the frame, to be folded over the
latter, and I therefore lay no claim to such
construction; but

What I claim is— .

As an improved article of manufacture, a
combined picture-exhibitor and porttolio con-
sisting of the three stiff boards a a ¢, connected
together by flexible hinges & d and flexible
braces ¢ ¢, the whole adapted to hold and ex-
hibit a series of pictures, substantially as de-
seribed and shown, and for the purpose set
torth,

HENRY T. THOMAS.

Witnesses:
Luciug P. STARR,
R. H. FULLER.
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