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To all whom it may concern :
Beitknown that I, WiLLIAM SMITH, acitizen

of United States, residing at the city of Eaton |

Rapids, in the county of Eaton and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
fal Improvements in Boots; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same,

My invention relates to an improvement for
fastening onto boots the pull-straps by which
boots are drawn on by means of a metallic
fastener; and the objects of my improvement
are, first, to provide a fastening which will
obviate the necessity of stitching or sewing on
the strap by wax end or thread, and so save
time and labor in putting them on; second,
tosavematerial; and, third, toprovidea strong
and durable fastening. I attain these objects
by the mechanism illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of the fastener as
it appears on the outside of the boot-leg. Fig.
2 is an inside front view of the fastener as it
appears on the inside of the boot-leg. Fig. 3
represents the fastener i its original form, A
B, on the boot-leg before the ends x x of B are
riveted down, as shown in Fig, 1. Fig.4isa
view in perspective of the fastener; Fig. 5, a
side elevation; Fig. 6, a cross-section; Fig. 7,
a longitudinal section of the base. _

Similar lettersrefer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

The fastener is composed of two parts or-

pieces—an oval part, B, having standards
formed by binding up the ends« x of the part
B, and its center raised higher than and grad-
ually sloping toward its edges, and the dou-
ble washer A, as shown in Fig. 4, both being
constructed of a metallic substance, and B be-
ing malleable. The pull-strap is arranged on
the boot-leg in the ordinary manner, after
which two holes are punched through the boot-
leg and pull-strap at a proper distance to let
through the ends & x of the part B, as shown
in Fig. 3. Now, I take the double washer A
and fit it over the ends 2 # of B, which passes
through the hole ¢ ¢ of A, also shown in Fig.
3,and, taking a punch-set, I then rivet theends

x & of B over the double washer A, as shown
in Fig. 1.

By this device a much shorter strap may be
used than could be used if sewed onto the boot-
leg, as the fastening can be put close to the
end of the pull-strap, thus saving material;
also, by this device, if the strap be put on strad-
dle of the boot-leg, there is no oceasion for cut-
ting the boot-leg, which is often the case when
straps are sewed on.

I am aware that plates have been made with
flat faces and of the same width as the turned-
up parts or standards, which would prove de-
fective if used for the purpose of fastening on
pull-straps on boots, for the reason that when
a great strain was brought to bear, as is often
the case when pulling on a tight or wet boot,
the standards, being sharp orof the same thick-
ness of the plate, would cut the leather, and
the strap would easily pull off. Besides, the
standards being long enough to bend over, or,
if bent over at all, would catch on obstruc-
tions, straighten out, and be entirely worth-
less, all of which defects are avoided in my con-
struction by making the base of an oval form,
so that when the parts A and B are fastened
on the boot-leg in manner described the high
part or center of the oval in B will press firmly
and hug closely against the leather and re-
move part of the pressure that would other-
wise come on the standards « x, which, being
round, have no tendency to cut the leather.
The ends x , being riveted down, hold firmly
the double washer A and cannot catch on any
obstruction whatever, Finally, the surface on
the inside, being smooth and even with thesur-
face of the leather, cannot mar the “person or
wear the clothing by contact, which would not
always be the case if the pull-strap were fast-
ened on by eyelets.

I am aware that it is old to form a staple.
fastener of one piece by bending up the ends
of a strip of metal, but am not aware that
the base of such fasteners has been provided
with a raised center sloping toward the sides,
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so that when the.leather is clamped between

the base and a washer the raised portion will
force itself against the leather and give the
base a firmer hold. Nor am I aware that fast-
eners have been provided with an oval base
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the shorter diameter of which is greater than
the diameter of the uprights, so that if the
base be tilted in pulling upon the straps the
edge will not eut into the leather.

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

An improved boot-strap fastener consisting
of the plate B, having an inner oval face, sub-
stantially as described, and end projections or

1o pins bent at right angles therefrom, and a

washer adapted to fit on such projections or
pins, all substantially as deseribed, and for
the purpose set forth.

I testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLTAM SMITH.

Witnesses:
PARM S. DEGRAFT,
Gro. HuGaETT.



