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To all whom it may concern :
~ Be it known that I, GILLES PETIT, of Paris,
in the Republic of France, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in the
Manufacture of Wigs, False Fronts, Switches,
and other like articles, of which the following
specification is a full description. ‘

The invention has for its object to enable
fronts, circles, and perukes of all kinds to
be readily and cheaply made; and it consists
in a new kind or system of wig or artificial
head-dress, in the manafacture of which the
methods ordinarily employed are - entirely
changed. :

Heretofore the lairs or matters imitating
hair are set or pricked straight into a suitable
support, and then receive the desired configu-
rations in conformity with the prevailing style
of dressing the hair. ‘ :

In the present invention the natural or arti-
ficial hair is interposed between tio invisible
nets of large mesh; made of hair or other suit-

- able material, so as.to imitate, in a flat posi-
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tion, the effect of a natural coiffure or head-
dress. It will be seen that by this means the
long and careful work of fixing each hair in a
vertical position is avoided, and that the hair-
dresser may proceed by groups or masses in
exereising his taste to produce effects which
imitate nature as closelyas done heretofore by
the prevailing methods.

In order that the invention may be fully un-
derstood, a description will now be given of
what is considered the best mode of carrying
the same into effect. ‘

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a partof this specification, TFigure
lis'a plan, and Fig. 2 a section, of a wig or
artificial head-dress made in accordance with
the invention and held on a support.

Upon a block, A, covered with skin to allow
of the insertion of pins, is stretched a large-
mesh invisible net, d, of hair or other suitable
material. In making a false frontit isstretehed
on the forehead of the block; if a switch or
chignon, on the back,and if an entire peruke,
overthewholetop. Uponthenet dso stretched
are placed small masses of hair, of different
lengths, which have been already prepared to

.retain in position the hair between.them.

suit the style of coiffure or head-dress to be
imitated—that is to say, the masses are made
wavy, crimped, frizzed, or braided: These
masses,when properly disposed, are secured up-
ontheblock by pinsorotherappropriate means,
80 as to have as much as possible their natural
appearance and lightness, and to conform with
the style of coiffure desired—wavy, smooth,
flat, or puffed. After the hair b has been ar.

ranged and secured it is covered with one or

more pieces of invisible netting, ¢, of hair or
other material, and the two pieces ¢ 4 of net
are then sewed or attached together, so as to
To
do this sewing, prepared hair or imitation hair,
such as used in'the wig, may be used as the
thread. The block, with the wig or artificial
coitfure thereon enveloped in a cloth,is placed
in a stove to give the wig or coiffure the de-
sired shape; or, what is as well, a hot iron
may be passed lightly over it to set the hair
in the form given to it and to allow the pins
to be taken out and the wig removed from the
block without losing its form. The action of
heat sets the hair and-also the threads of the
net, and maintains themin place in a condition
of suppleness and lightness not obtained by
the process heretofore in use.

Theadvantages of the improved wigs or arti-
ficial head-dress, besides their lightness and
economical manufacture, consist in the facil-
ity of formation on the block,so that they may
conform to all theundulations and inequalities
ofa cranium in the perfectimitation of nature,
S0 as to deceive even an experienced eye,and
in the ability to reproduce in the most strik-
ing manner the greatest variety of coiffures,
ancient or modern;,

By this improvement it is possible to take
the hair from the shop of the manufacturer
simply erimped or frizzed or otherwise pre-
pared, and in a few minutes make any required

-form of wig or head-dress.

Parts of a head-dress or coiffure of different
sizes can be made in acecordance with this in-
vention to be combined with the natural hair,
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so°as to make a most pleasing and light com-
position. ‘
Itis obvious that modificationsmaybemade
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in detailsin the manner of carrying the inven-
tion into effect without departing from the
spirit thereof. :

I claim—

1. The new article of manufacture herein de-
scribed, to wit: a wig, false front, chignon, or
other artificial head-dress, or.part thereof, com-
prising a mass of bair or imitation hair suita-
blyarranged between large-mesh invisible net-
ting, united or connected, so as to hold the in-
terposed hair in place, as.set forth.

2. The method of making wigs, false fronts,
and other like articles by arranging the hair or
imitation hair on aninvisiblenetting stretched

on a block, covering thesaid hair with another
layer of netting,connecting the latter with the
first netting, and heating the whole, so that the
wig or other article may retain its form when
removed from the block, substantially in the
manner and by the means described.

In testimony whereof I have signed myname
to thisspecification before two subseribing wit-
nesses.

- G. PETIT.
Witnesses:

EMILE BARRAULT,
Avug. VINCK.
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