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To all whom it may concern :
- -Be it known that I, BRYANT H. MELENDY,
of Battle Creek, in the county of Calhoun and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
5 useful Improvement in Key-Rings, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion. :
This invention consists in a flat key-ring of
novel construction, and clasp for locking said
10 ring when' closed, whereby the ring, which
opens sidewise, may be easily opened, and
when closed be perfectly secured both against

its ends riding upon one another or-separating .

circumterentially and against their opening
15 laterally; also the ‘elasp, which may lie flush
with the outer edge of the ring, is restrained
from being accidentally opened or. working
open,
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
2o drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 represents a side view, upon an en-
larged scale, of my improved key-ring with
25 clasp applied thereto in its closed position on
the ring; and Fig. 2, a.top or edge view of the
same. Iig. 3 is a side view, showing the clasp
~ as thrown back or open; and Fig. 4, a top or
edge view with the partsin the same position

-30 as in Fig. 3, and showing the ring as opened’

laterally. Tig.5 isan outside edge view, upon
a still larger scale, of the clasp detached.
A is a flat ring cut transversely, so as to
form two meeting ends of irregular angular
35 shape, as at b ¢, where they meet and fit oue
into the other, so as to permit of said-ends be-
ing sprang sidewise, but preventing them from
moving upon each other edgewise.. The end
portions, d ¢, of the ring are also provided with
40 outer edge-notehes, f g, and the one ¢ of said
end portions with a notch, %, in its inner edge.
Holes ¢ are also made through the sides of
both end portions, d .
B is a clasp pivoted by teats or projections %
45 in it within the'hole 7 in the end portion d of
the ring. This clasp, which hugs both sides
of the ring, has two transverse pieces, I m, on
the outside edge of the ring, the one piece or
bridge, I, holding the two sides of the clasp
so firmly together and in shape and the pivoted

"of the clasp and wing m spreading laterally

| clasp in place. The other piece, m, is merely

a wing from one side of the forward portion
of the clasp outside of the ring, so that it may
spring laterally when locking and unlocking
the clasp. When the clasp is closed the bridge
! enters within the notch s and the wing m
within the notch ¢, théreby holding the end
portions, d e, together and leaving the outer
surface of the clasp and edge of the ring flush
or clear and smooth. .The front side ends of 60
the clasp are also formed with teats #, which
spring into the hole ¢ in the end portion e of
the ring when the clasp is closed and spring
out thereof when the clasp is opened, the di-
vided construction of the clasp and the attach-
ment of the wing m to one side only of the
clasp admitting of this.  These teats n lock the
clasp onto the ring when closed, and only enter -
the hole ¢ in the end portion ¢ of the ring suf-
ficiently to prevent the clasp from becoming
aceidentally unlocked from the ring.

The teats kand » may be formed in the clasp
after it has been put into its closed position
on the ring by suitably indenting the metal
sides of the clasp.. -

The noteh % in the inner edge of the end
portion e of the ring is to facilitate the open-
ing of the clasp.

When it is required to open the clasp the
thumb-nail, a key, or any other suitable article
is inserted in the inside of the ring and pressed
outward against the clasp where it overlaps
the notch & This causes the teats » to spring
out of the hole ¢ in the end portion e, the sides
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to provide for this. The clasp B can then be
swung up or outward by the thumb and finger,
after which the end portions, d ¢, of the ring
are sprung sidewise from each other to admit
the keys onto the ring or to permit of taking
them off, as required.

To close the clasp the ends of the ring are
allowed. to meet or enter sidewise, as at b ¢,
onewithin theother,and the clasp then pressed
down outo the ring, which causes the bridge I
and wing m to pass into the notches f g and
hold the two ends of the ring from separating
circumferentially, while the sides.of the clasp
hold it from opening laterally, and the teats n
snap inio the hole ¢ in the end portion ¢, to 1co
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lock the clasp onto the ring and prevent it
from being opened accidentally or of working
open. :

pHa,ving thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In combination with the transversely-cut
ring having a hole, ¢, in or near one of its
meeting end portions, d, and a notch, f, in the
outeredge thereof, the clasp B, having a bridge,
I, connecting its opposite sides to fit within
said noteh,and formed with teats &, arranged to
enter the hole ¢ on opposite sides of the ring
and forming pivots for the clasp, substantially
as described.

2. The clasp B, formed of pivoted side pieces
connected by a bridge, I, and provided with a
wing, m, attached to one of said side pieces,
and with forward side teats, n n,in combination

with the transversely-cut ring A, having outer
edge-notches, f g, and a hole, ¢, in the end
portion, e, of the ring, essentially as described.

3. The transversely-cut ring provided with
a notch, A, in the inner edge of one of its meet-
ing end portions, in combination with a piv-
oted clasp for locking said end portions, essen-
tially as described.

4. The combination of the ring A, having
anirregularangularcut, b ¢,outeredge-notehes,
f g, and an inner edge-notch, %, at or near its
meeting ends, and the clasp B, having a con-
necting-bridge, I, a wing, m, and side teats, & =,
arranged to enter holes ¢ in the meeting end
portions of the ring, substantially as specified.

_ BRYANT H. MELENDY.

Witnesses: -
CLARENCE H. BARR,

" JOSEPH SMITH.
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