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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN H. LINNEY, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

COMBINED PAPER-FILE AND FILE-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION'forming‘ part of Letters Patent No. 264,175, dated September 12, 1882..
Application filed May 16, 1882, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jorn H. LINNEY, of the
city and county of San Franeisco, State of
California, have invented an Improved Com-
bined Paper-File and File-Holder; and I do
bereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description thereof.

My invention relates to a new-and useful
combined paper-file and file-holder; and it con-
sists in the employment of two peculiar clamp-
ing-rods -hinged together at one end and se-
cured by an automatic clasp at the other, and
havinganintervening spring-pad. These parts
are adapted to rest in a grooved adjustable top
of a'stand, which is provided with an upright
arm furnished with a hook for holding up the
upper swinging rod for the convenient inser-
tion of the paper, all of which will hereinafter
fully appear, reference being made to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

PFigure 1 is an elevation of the paper-file.,
Fig. 2 is a perspective of the file-holder, Fig.
3 is a perspective of the paper-file and file-
holder, showing upper rod hooked up. Fig. 4
illustrates one of the supporting - blocks in-
verted.

The object of my invention is to provide an
effective means for holding a file of papers, the
device being simple in construction and easy
of operation, and also to provide a convenient
stand, wherein the holder shall rest while the
papersare being inserted, to permit their ready
filing without tearing or otherwise injuring
them.

Let A represent the lower and B the upper
clamping-rod. These are rounded out, except
at their ends, which remain square and rest
upon each other, whereby an open space of any
suitable width is left between the rods when
closed. The two rods are hinged together at
one end. At the other end the lower one is
provided with an upright spring-latch, G, over
the expanding ends of which the end of the
upper rod fits down, said rod being provided
with an elongated slot, ¢, through which the
said latch passes. This slot islong enough to
catch the beveled ends of the latch and com-
press them while passing through. They
spring apart when through the slot, and fit
their heads beyond the ends of the slof, thus

securing the upper rod. The locking is anto-
matic; but to open the rods the heads of the
latch must be compressed. In the space be-
tween the rods, and lying parallel with them,
but nearer the lower rod, is a rod, D. Thisis
secured to the upper rod, and held therefrom
to leave a space between the two, by means of
spiral springs d. The lower rod is provided
with upright pins ¢, which, when the upper
rod is closed down, pass up through holes
(shown in dotted lines) in the intervening rod,
D, through springs d, and into holes in the up-
per rod B.

Let B represent a stand consisting of up-
rights with feet and suitable cross-pieces. The

top of one of the uprights is grooved, as shown .

at e. The top of the other is rounded, and re-
ceives a horizontal grooved strip, ¢/, which is
provided upon its under side with a number
of holes, b, (see Fig. 4,) for fitting the rounded
top of the upright. This piece ¢’ is thus ren-
dered adjustable by fitting it to the uprightin
any of its holes. Thus the top of the stand
may be shortened or lengthened to accommo-
date different lengths of rods.

To the top of one of the uprights of stand E
is screwed an upright arm, G, from the top of
which a rod, g, extends over the stand. The
end of this rod is provided with a hook, .

The use of my file holder and stand is as fol-
lows: The holder is to be hung upon the usual
hooks against the wall, or in some other suita-
ble place. When a paper is to be added to
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the file I take the holder down and lay the

lower rod in the grooved top of the stand. 1
then uneclasp the rods and swing the upper one
up until I can catch the hook m under it in
the space between it and therod D. This sus-
tains the upper rod and keeps it out of the way.
I lay the paper over the lower rod, one sheet
hanging down on eachsideof therod and stand,
and fit it down at its center margin over the
pins a. Releasing the upper rod, L fitit down
and latch it. The intervening spring-rod, D,
presses against one side of the paper and pro-
vides for additions to the file. - I then take the
holder and hang it upon the hooks which pass
through the space between therods B and D.

This construcetion of holdersecures the papers
to the best advantage, allows it to be supported
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conveniently in a stand, whereby the papers
may be inserted without injury, and also pro-
vides a convenient space in whicl: the hooks
upon the wall may extend.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to securs by Letters
Patent, is— '

1. A paper-file consisting of two clamping-
rods having a space between them, said rods
being hinged together at one end and clasped
at the other, and an intervening spring-rod ly-
ing parallel with the main rods in the space be-
tween them, substantially as herein desecribed.,

2. A paper-file consisting of the lower rod,
A, with its-pins a, the upper rod, B, hinged te
the lower at one end and clasped at the other,

“and the intervening spring-rod, D, arranged
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and constructed substantially as herein de-
scribed.

3. A paper-file consisting of the lower rod,
A, with its pins ¢ and expanding spring-clasp
G, the upper rod, B, hinged at one end to the
lower rod and fitting over clasp C at the other

end, and the rod D, with.its springs d secur-
ing it to rod B in the space between rods A
and B, substantially as herein described.

4. The paper-file consisting of the lower sta-
tionary rod, A, and the upper swinging rod,
B, with the intervening spring-rod, D, in com-
bination with the stand E, having a grooved
top, ¢ ¢/,in which the lower rod rests, and the
arm G, with its rod g, having a hook, m, to sus-
tain the swinging upper rod when opened, sub-
stantially as herein described.

5. The paper-file consisting of the lower sta-
tionary rod, A, and upper swinging rod, B,
with the intervening spring-rod, D, in combi-
nation with the stand E, having a grooved top,
o, and an adjustable grooved top strip, ¢, ar-
ranged and constructed substantially as and
for the purpose herein described.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand.
. JOHN H. LINNEY,
Witnesses:

3. H. NOURSE,
J. H. BLoob.
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