(No Modél.)
J. RICHARDS.

LOOK CATCH FOR RAILROAD SWITOH LEVERS‘.F |
No. 264,417, . Patented Sept. 12, 1882,

SRS
NI i
LRI )

: N
| TR sklk\\\'é

WITNESSES: WM %ﬁ INVENTOR
P o

" ATTORNEY

N. PETERS. Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D. C.




10

5

20

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JACKSON RICHARDS, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO

HIMSELF AND THOMAS

SHAW, OF SAME PLACE.

LOCK-CATCH FOR RAILROAD-‘SWITC.H LEVERS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lettefs Patent No. 264,417, dated September 12, 1882,
Application filed May 24,1832, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JACKSON RICHARDS, of
the city and county of Philadelpbia, Penusyl-
vania, have invented a new and Improved
Lock-Catch for Switch-Levers of Railroads;
and I hereby declare the following to bea full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon. )

My invention eonsists in the provision of a
loek-levercateh,incombination with theswiteh-
lever, arranged in the manner and for the pur-
pose hereinafter described.

The object of the invention is to insure the

locking of the switch-lever automatically in or-

der to prevent the switeh being shifted by the

Jjolting of the car-wheels over the same.
In order toenable others to use and practice
my invention, I will proceed to describe its

- construction and operation. : :
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Oun referenceto theaccompanying drawings,
which form part of the specification, Figure 1
represents a top view of the device, and Fig. 2
an end view of the same, of which—

s is an ordinary fulerum-support, secared to
railroad-sill, and- b the ordinary switch-lever
hinged to said support s by bolt,and ¢ the or-
dinary connecting-rod secured to the track in
usual manner,

d, Fig. 2, is the lock-catch, the dotted lines

- showing the elevated or unlocked position.
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Said lock-cateh d is pivoted by bolt shown on
end view to guide-linke. One side of the guide-
link e opposite to that attached to lever d is
provided with the ordinary aperture for inser-
tion of the padlock when secured in the ordi-

| nary way. The guide-link ¢ is screwed firmly
to railroad-sleeper a.

~ It has been shown in praetice that the jolt- g0
ing of car-wheels ever the-rail will at times
bounce up and throw over the switch-lever b
wheu not firmly locked in place by the locking-
pin, and that switchmen or brakemen operat-
ingswitches willnot always take the precaution 45
‘to insert the locking-pin. Hence the switch

is liable to be shifted by the moving train and
the cars thrown oft the track, and itis to avoid
accidents of thiskind that the herein-described
automatic lock-switch was provided, as by the zo
use of this invention the switch is antomati-’
cally locked and the lever held firmly in place

as soon as thrown over, without reference to
any precaution or care of the operator. The
outer or long end of lock-catch d is much the zg
heaviest end, and its nataral position is the
level position shown in Fig. 2.

The form of the inner end of the angle slid-
ing catch is shown in Fig. 2, and when the
switeh-lever b is thrown down past the said 6o
cateh-lever d the said switeh-lever b cannot
be again elevated until said catch-lever d be
elevated in position(shown by dotted lines) by
the operator. :

WhatIclaim, and desire to secure by Letters 63
Patent, is—

The described lock-catch lever d, in combina-
tion with switeh-lever b and the gunide-links e,
operating in the manner deseribed, for the pur-
pose set forth,

JACKSON RICHARDS.

Witnesses:

T. SHAW,
‘WM. B. HUGHES.




